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EN D  oF  YE A R  GR E E T I N G S

By Jim Nelson, President

Ahh, December, Year’s End—
it’s beginning to feel a lot like 
winter. Also time to reflect on this 
year’s events and progress. Our 
primary mission of maintaining 
the common areas and enforcing 
our covenants has progressed 
smoothly. We completed the 
maintenance effort required by our 

perimeter masonry walls and continue to improve the 
condition of our landscaping by continuous cleaning 
and repair. 

This year our board of directors has experienced 
the loss of two members and the terms of two more 
volunteers will end in March. This holiday season is a 
time for giving and may I suggest giving time to your 
neighborhood by volunteering for board service.

The Board of Directors wish all of you a happy holiday 
season. We can all look forward to another year as 
residents of our premier North Valley neighborhood.

IT E M S  FR O M  TH E  HO A  BO A R D  ME E T I N G

• Our current treasurer, Mike Friggens, has moved. We 
are sorry to see him go, but his relocation means that 
we need a resident volunteer to take his place. If you 
have interest in serving your neighborhood, please 
let any of the board members know. No experience 
is necessary. If we cannot find a volunteer, we could 
be forced to hire an individual, which will reduce the 
amount of money the Association has to spend on 
other things.

• Homeowners should be aware that some practices are 
governed by covenants, such as parking recreational 
vehicles on the street or in driveways. Documents 
explaining these policies can be found online at http://
meadowsonriogrande.org/Governingdocs.htm.

• Dog walkers are urged to behave responsibly and pick 
up after their pets. Members report that waste on and 
bordering the walkways around the park and along 
Don Fernando has increased recently. Dog owners 
should also be aware that park rules require that dogs 
be leashed while in the park.

• In planning for future budgets, remember that 
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BO Y  SC O U T S  BO S Q U E  CL E A N U P

By Renzo Del Frate, Landscape Chair

In the late Spring my son Enrico led a group of Boys 
Scouts and other volunteers on a large Bosque cleanup 
project. This was his Eagle Project as a public service 
to the community as part of Boy Scouts of America 
Troop 285. They cleaned up a large area of the Bosque 
at the west end of Cambell road removing construction 
debris and trash consisting of concrete, asphalt, 
jetty jack cables, car parts, and trash. Some of this 
debris had likely been there for over 40 years and had 
become more evident when the City of Albuquerque 
recently improved the trails in the area. We estimated 

Continued on page 4
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Jim Nelson, President 246-8515  nelson2308@comcast.net 
Rick McKelvey, Vice President  512-876-4465 rick.mckelvey50@gmail.com
Renzo Del Frate, Landscape Committee Chair 243-7166  delfraterj@gmail.com 
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Mary Lou Dobbs  243-0617  mldobbs@comcast.net
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over 15,000 pounds of debris was cleaned up! We 
want to thank the City for allowing us to perform this 
service project and for picking up and disposing of the 
debris and trash we collected. We hope our neighbors 
will continue to enjoy the Bosque as one of the many 
benefits of living in the Meadows on Rio Grande.

Continued from page 1
Boy Scouts

YO U R  NE W S L E T T E R  TE A M
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“Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and 
warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand and for a 
talk beside the fire: it is the time for home.” 
- Edith Sitwell
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WH E R E  WE  ST A N D

cannot reconcile how a home owner can afford to live in a 
neighborhood as lovely as the Meadows but cannot meet 
a nominal financial commitment to their neighbors. It is 
important to remember or understand how cheap our dues 
are compared to other HOA arrangements. Your volunteer 
Board makes sure each and every penny is accounted for 
and working to improve our neighborhood. So, thank you 
to 105 of 109 households!!! I am still here on the Board, 
making sure your money is accounted for despite the fact 
that I already moved away. Someone ought to step up and 
volunteer to take over the responsibilities associated with 
MORGHOA Treasurer. If your volunteer Board dissolves 
and this HOA goes to a for-profit company, you will all be 
in for a great big $$$$ shock. Please feel free to contact 
me if you have any interest in the details associated with 
HOA finances (259-9077, mikefriggens@gmail.com). We 
have an elegant and straight forward system in place, but 
if I end my service without training a new Treasurer to use 
and maintain it, the Board will be in a real bind. 

By Mike Friggens, Treasurer

Happy Holidays Neighbors! The MORGHOA treasury is 
in fine shape. We spent a bit more on Los Anayas wall 
repair this year than we did on the Rio Grande section 
last year, yet we still maintain an informal reserve for 
unexpected expenses and we are within our FY2018 
Budget. This year we have had two properties come 
out of foreclosure: 2200 Via Seville Road NW & 2327 
Via Seville Road NW. Both properties were vacant for 
many years and assessments went unpaid. Debts were 
reconciled and we can expect to collect assessments and 
transfer fees on these properties moving forward. Still, 
there are four of our 109 households who have not paid 
the FY2018 Annual Assessment. Two of these are repeat 
deadbeats with liens on their property (2224 Via Granada 
Place NW & 2209 Via Cadiz Court NW), two others may 
have simply forgotten despite two mailed invoices (2312 
Via Granada Place NW & 2205 Rozinante Court NW). At 
$240/year, our dues are cheap, cheap , cheap (so cheap 
they must go up a small amount in FY2019). I honestly 
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Mike Friggens Treasurer

Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association
Balance Sheet
April 30 2017 and Dec 6 2017

30-Apr-17 2-Aug-17
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts
Bank of America Checking $11,025.84 $14,478.46

Other Assets
HOA Dues Assessments 0 -8,720.00
HOA Dues Receivable 7,965.16 9,377.53
Irrigation System 34,240.00 34,240.00
Irrigation System Depreciation -9,986.59 -12,269.23
Reserve for Uncollected Assessments -7,501.16 -8,849.53
TOTAL Other Assets $24,717.41 $13,778.77

TOTAL ASSETS $35,743.25 $28,257.23

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
TOTAL LIABILITIES $0.00 $0.00

EQUITY $35,743.25 $28,257.23

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $35,743.25 $28,257.23

Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association
Income Statement

FY2017 FY2018
INCOME
Assessment - Late Fee 852.31 452.37
Assessments - Regular 26,160.00 18,160.00
Claim settlement 1490.42 0
Transfer Fee 1,400.00 1000.00
TOTAL INCOME $29,902.73 $19,612.37

EXPENSES
Depreciation 3,423.96 1,997.31
HOA Insurance 1,818.00 0
Miscellaneous 10.00 0
Newsletter printing 680.84 214.17
Office Supplies 19.00 0
Postage 139.16 76.00
Repair & Maintenance
Landscape Repair 1002.44 365.50
Landscape Service 11,294.39 9,386.20
Wall Repair 6,876.59 12,206.80
Taxes 20.00 0
Uncollected Dues 2,219.85 1,348.37
Water & Sewer 2,047.66 1,156.03
Welcome Basket 195.47 62.58
TOTAL EXPENSES $29,747.26 $26,813.06

OVERALL TOTAL $155.47 -$7,200.69
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• the annual HOA assessment will increase by $50 
beginning May 2018. 

• In order to keep the board at full strength, we will 
need two new members. Current board members 
noted that adding younger neighbors would be 
especially desirable. No matter what your age, if you 
are interested in serving the board, please make 
yourself known.

Continued from page 1
Board Meeting
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