Your

The Meadows on Rio Grande

Homeowners News

Winter 2012

HO L I D A Y SE A S O N S

tO

R E ME MB E R

By Alvan Romero, President
As we get our home ready for
another Christmas, I find myself
thinking back to some of my
earliest holiday seasons. I bet
it’s a time of remembrance for
you, too, whether you grew
up celebrating Christmas,
Chanukah, Diwali, or Kwanzaa,
or marked the season in
another meaningful way.
My earliest days – and holidays – were spent in the
pristine beauty of Northern New Mexico and the shelter
of my family. Looking back on those times, I’d have to say
that my family was quite poor, financially speaking. We
never knew it, though, because my mother and father took
good care of us. We always had food, heat, and clothing;
and we always thanked God for our blessings.

This holiday season, I hope you will
take time to celebrate the things that
really matter, in whichever tradition
you choose.
My most vivid holiday memories are actually a mesh
of impressions from the eight years I attended Saint
Anthony’s Catholic School in Dixon, N.M. Dixon is
about nine miles from my parents’ home in Velarde.
Even the bus ride to school was memorable, winding
as it did along the picturesque Rio Grande, with its
deep canyon adorned in black lava rock.
The four Dominican nuns who taught at St. Anthony’s
made every Christmas special – not just for the 100 or so
children enrolled at the school, but for all the residents of
the surrounding towns of Dixon, Embudo, and Velarde.

The school had just four classrooms, with two grades
sharing each room. While the facilities may have been
limited, the energy and effort of those four nuns was
not! Each year, they helped us kids put on festive
plays celebrating Christ’s birth. They also directed and
produced beautiful Midnight Mass celebrations in which
every student – all 100 of us – participated. How well
I remember the lower-grade students acting out the
Bethlehem Manger scene, with the older kids taking
the roles of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Baby Jesus, Saint
Joseph, the Sheepherders and the Kings.
At the beginning of the mass, all 100 students would
enter St. Anthony’s Church in procession and take their
seats, girls on one side of the church’s middle aisle and
boys on the other. Holy Communion, a ritual in which
Catholics “receive” the body of Jesus Christ, was the
most important part of Mass, and I took it seriously –
though my young boy’s mind would wander occasionally,
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and I’d catch glimpses of the third graders fighting to stay
awake as the evening wore on. But my focus always
returned to the service. Though this Mass was especially
long, everyone remained attentive to the scenes being
acted out by our fellow students.
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To your enemy, forgiveness
To an opponent, tolerance

Sister Mary Carol led the school’s chorus of fifth, sixth,
seventh and eighth graders in well-practiced renditions
of our favorite Christmas carols, with “Silent Night,” “O
Come All Ye Faithful,” “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” “Hark!
The Herald Angels Sing” and “The First Noel” standing
out most vividly for me. With Sister’s help, the choir’s
dedicated members – including my four sisters – outdid
themselves year after year, making the night even more
meaningful with their beautiful singing. All those lateafternoon practices paid off!

To a friend, your heart
To a customer, service
To every child, a good example
To all, charity
To yourself, respect

Once Mass ended, my parents drove us home to continue
the evening’s celebrations. The nights were very cold and
strikingly dark, and I remember the stars glowing brilliantly
as we made our way back through the dark canyon,
following along the Rio Grande.

Oren Arnold

The drive seemed to take forever. Then, finally, we were
home! We kids ran into the house and stripped our heavy
coats off, then enjoyed hot apple cider with cinnamon,
turkey with Mom’s wonderful stuffing, mashed potatoes,
gravy, posole (or chicos – another kind of dried corn – with
red chile), and the best biscochitos in the valley.
Even now that I am older, this is how I picture Christmas.
I believe it is good to hold on to these traditional
celebrations and to cherish the people with whom you
experienced them.
This holiday season, I hope you will take time out from the
rush and bustle to celebrate the things that really matter,
in whichever tradition you choose. On behalf of all of us
on the board of the Meadows Homeowners Association,
Happy Holidays! We’re looking forward to another great
year together in our beautiful community.
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