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Hello Again!

Raccoons in the Neighborhood

By Jim Nelson, President
Hello folks,
It’s me again—Jim Nelson the newly
elected president of the board of
directors for your homeowners
association. I say me again, as I
have served on the board previously
as treasurer for four plus years
and also served as chairman of
the landscape committee. I look
forward to serving with the current
board—an experienced group of volunteers dedicated to
serving you, the residents of our neighborhood.
A brief biography of my self and family—my wife Ann and
I arrived in Albuquerque as newly weds some 55 years
ago and have lived in the Meadows for 22 years. She
grew up in Colorado while I lived in Arizona so you could
say by moving here we split the difference. We have two
adult children and a grandchild. I retired from a career in
consulting engineering designing mechanical systems
for medical and research facilities throughout the US and
other countries. Ann retired after a career of marketing,
fund development and association management.
When we moved to the Meadows in 1994, this
residential development was far different than today.
Fewer than half the homes were completed and
occupied. The infrastructure for the commons area
consisted of landscaping, walking paths and perimeter
walls that were installed by the developer. However, it
was soon apparent that proper upkeep and maintenance
Continued on page 4

By Renzo Del Frate, ARC Member

We have the pleasure of living with many wild animals
in the Bosque and around the neighborhood, such as
coyotes, roadrunners, owls, bald eagles, porcupines,
squirrels, beavers, and rabbits, but one of the more
interesting is the raccoon. Raccoons are not a rodent
like a squirrel or mouse but closer to the bear family.
They are considered furbearer animals by the State
of New Mexico which gives them a certain protected

Rare daytime raccoon
sighting near Rio Grande
Blvd.

“Santa Claus” Raccoon
at Neighbor’s House

status as opposed to rodents. Raccoons are nocturnal
creatures so they are rarely seen during the day but
forage all about at night. With their agile little hands they
easily climb walls, buildings, and trees. While the cute
little bandits seem quite charming, they need to be dealt
with very cautiously since they can carry plague, rabies,
and other diseases, in addition to sometimes being
aggressive when threatened due to the fact that they are
wild animals. It is best not to handle the raccoons but if
they become a nuisance, you can call the New Mexico
Game and Fish department as opposed to the city of
Albuquerque, who can advise you on ways to humanely
deal with them or remove them.
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You will see from the Income Statement that the
Association incurred a loss for fiscal year 2016 which
ended April 30, 2016. This was caused largely because of
the tree maintenance required to care for our 54 beautiful
cottonwoods. The Board believes it will not be necessary
to incur these kinds of expenses again soon; but it is
critical now to keep an eye on expenses to make sure the
Association’s fiscal condition remains healthy.
Our last payment to Heads Up was made this past
April. This is a significant accomplishment and now your

Association is once again debt free and able to build
reserves for upcoming neighborhood improvements.
As of this writing in mid July, there are 14 of 109
households that have yet to pay their annual HOA
Assessments for the current fiscal year. Invoices were
sent in April; new invoices with late fees will be sent
August 1st. Our $240 per household annual MRGHOA
Assessments are a legally binding obligation. The late
fees that are charged when dues are not paid by July 31
are established in our CC&Rs (Covenants, Conditions and
Restrictions) and are also binding. Liens have been filed
on prior year unpaid balances, of which there are 3 out of
109 with a 4th pending.
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The Meadows on Rio Grande

Our 3 new Board Members elected during the annual meeting are: Jim Nelson, Susan Pierce and Rick McKelvey

Summer 2016

N E W B OARD M E MB E R
Rick McKelvey, ARC Committee Member
Rick, and his wife Debbie, reside at 2304 Via Porto Road
with their chocolate Labrador Retriever.

NE W BO A R D ME M B E R
Susan Pierce, Newsletter Committee Chair
Susan Pierce grew up in New Mexico, California and
Oregon. She and her husband,Craig moved to the
Meadows in August 2014 where their son, Kevin,
daughter-in-law, Amy and 9 month old granddaughter,
Ava live a few blocks away.
She is the professional development director at the
Southwest Family Guidance Center, a child and family
counseling agency started by Craig in 2004. Susan was
a counseling professor at UNM and Webster University.
Her early career days were spent teaching English,
journalism and sponsoring the student newspaper at
Highland High School.
In Susan’s spare time she enjoys caring for and playing
with granddaughter, Ava, playing piano and walking on the
Bosque with the family standard poodle puppy, Teddy.

YOUR NEWSLETTER TEAM
Susan Pierce, Newsletter Committee Chair
Linda White, Copy Editor
Ann Gleason, Design/Layout

Rick’s journey began on a farm in upstate South Carolina.
He and his family moved to New Mexico where he met
Debbie in high school and both attended New Mexico
State University. After graduation, and now with their first
child, the McKelveys moved to Kansas City with IBM.
They returned to New Mexico State where Rick served 10
years as Associate Vice President for Development and
Debbie began her career in early childhood education.
Over 40 years Rick served at NMSU, Emory University,
Drew University, and the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. His
last role spanned 14 years as Vice President for University
Relations at Southwestern University in Georgetown,
Texas. Now retired, Rick continues his passion for
education through consulting.
Rick always found roles for community service, and
Debbie sought choral music singing in church choirs and
community choruses. Rick led United Way organizations,
held advisory roles for the Salvation Army and Boy
Scouts of America, and took active roles in Rotary clubs
in several communities. Rick and Debbie hosted students
from Mexico, Argentina, and Australia. Rick went to India
on a Group Study Exchange and was team leader for an
exchange to Western Australia.
The McKelveys have four children and ten grandchildren,
the two youngest of whom live in Albuquerque (with their
parents!). The family is spread from Colorado, to New
Mexico, to Texas so road trips are frequent. You may see
Rick and his Labrador Henry on their regular morning tour
of the neighborhood and bosque. If you do, stop and say
hello, they are both friendly.
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The Meadows Common Areas include
any graveled landscaping in our
neighborhood between the street and
the stucco walls along Don Fernando,
Don Quixote and Los Anayas, including
the immediate entrance sections of
Rozinante and Via Cadiz off Don
Fernando. The landscaping we care for also includes the
areas along the asphalt path and even the area along the
cement ditch from Dulcinea Park to the foot path bridge. Your
Landscaping Committee is also responsible for the exterior
portions of all of these walls as well. Including the signage…
The primary accomplishment for the Committee this
period has been the restoration of the signage at the Don
Fernando entrance. A big thank you to Terry Price for
heading up this effort – it looks GREAT!! Other than that,
you will have to look around as you drive to work or go out
for a walk. The grounds and plantings are looking better
than they have in years thanks to a cumulative effort by
volunteers on this Committee and the careful investment of
your annual HOA Assessments by the Association. Heads
Up Landscaping continues to take excellent care of regular
maintenance. This past April we made our final payment to
Heads Up for the irrigation system.
Moving forward our immediate priority is wall maintenance.
Committee members Renzo del Frate and Terry Price are
organizing efforts to re-stucco walls as needed beginning with
the stretch along Rio Grande. This work is slated for the fall
after the next Board Meeting in September when members
will discuss options and give the go-ahead to a contractor.
As always, if you have any comments, issues with the
common-area landscape, or you would like to donate a tree,
you can call Mike Friggens (259-9077).

Have a great Summer!! Your MRGHOA Landscape
Committee

Message from the President
Continued from page 1
to preserve this work would become the responsibility of
the current and future property owners.
The present HOA was chartered in 2005 after much
effort by volunteers to obtain the approval of residents
and create a HOA which incorporated the original
covenants and local governing requirements. This
association manned by volunteers continues to operate
successfully for the benefit of all residents.
As our homes and the commons area age past the
25-year mark, we find our homes require continuous
upkeep such as new stucco, refinishing trim, new roofs
and our yards need improvements with new trees, plants
and ground cover. The same is true for our 3.8 acres
of commons area. Your board is currently working to
enhance landscaping, improve the walking paths and
complete necessary perimeter wall repair.
Future articles will keep you apprised of this effort.

June was cherry
harvesting time in the
Meadows.

90 plus pounds of
Montmorency (pie)
Cherries were harvested
off of this one tree.

H O M E O W N E R S A S S O C IAT ION B OARD
Jim Nelson, President
Kay Ready, Vice President & ARC Member
Sue Milovina, Secretary & ARC Chair
Mike Friggens,
Treasurer & Landscape Committee Chair
Renzo Del Frate, ARC Member
Terry Price, Landscape Committee Member
Susan Pierce, Newsletter Committee Chair
Rick McKelvey, ARC Committee Member
Mary Lou Dobbs, TVNA Liaison

246-8515
242-5367
639-3625

nelson2308@comcast.net
kkreadyk@netscape.net
suedraw@gmail.com

259-9077
243-0617
242-3093
268-4545
512-876-4465
243-0617

mikefriggens@gmail.com
delfrate@hotmail.com
terryandsarah@q.com
spierce.swfgc@gmail.com
rick.mckelvey50@gmail.com
mldobbs@comcast.net
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