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Your
Homeowners News

PRESIDENT ’S  COLUMN

An Important Leap of Faith
By Sue Milovina, President

Life in the Meadows has been a 
pleasant and unexpected surprise. 
The first person we met when we 
moved into the neighborhood was 
Charles White, bearing a welcome 
casserole and a welcoming smile. 
That was four years ago.  Little did 
I know I would be joining Charles 
and other neighbors on the Board 
of Directors, and now serving a 
term as its president. I have come 
to know quite a few neighbors, 

some fellow Board members, and some from serving on 
the ARC Committee. I wouldn’t know all of these people 
if I hadn’t taken a little leap of faith and joined the Board.

Being on the Board of Directors has given me the 
opportunity to learn about the many ins and outs of 
managing a homeowners’ association. I know so 
much more about landscaping and irrigation, real 
estate and HOA law, newsletter publishing, budgets, 
and more. I’ve especially learned that ours is a rarity 
among HOAs. Very few neighborhoods have managed 
to sustain the level of enthusiasm with its Boards of 
Directors for as long as we have. A great many have 
resorted to professional management companies 
resulting in much higher membership fees. More 
importantly, I doubt that a management company would 
care nearly as much as my fellow Board members 
have in maintaining and improving our neighborhood. 
I encourage you to consider taking that “leap of faith” 
someday to join the HOA Board and get involved with 
your neighborhood and your neighbors.

TREASURER ’S  REPORT

Where We Stand
By John Woosley, Treasurer

The Meadows had a big year that 
ended on the 30th of April. On page two 
you will see our financial statements 
for the fiscal year. As was presented 
to the membership at the 2013 annual 
meeting, we entered into a contract with 
Heads Up to redo the irrigation system, 
probably the largest contract your 

Association has ever executed. We have already paid off 
half of the project; but you can see in the balance sheet 
that we still owe $17,120, half of which we will pay in April 
2015 and the remainder in April 2016. Remember that we 
did all of this without increasing the Association annual 
dues; so for us to fulfill our obligation it is very important 
that we receive all member dues on time.

In the Statement of Revenue and Expenses you will see 
that we benefitted greatly from the Fun(d) Raiser the 
Association held in March at the Church Street Café. 
In addition to being a lot of fun, the event raised almost 
exactly the amount of our April 2014 payment to Heads 
Up; so it was a big help. Thanks once more to Mary Lou 
Dobbs and everyone else who helped make the Fun(d) 
Raiser happen with such success. 

Even without the Fun(d) Raiser, the Association had a 
substantial excess of revenue over expenses. This was 
largely because your Board knew that we had to meet 
our obligations to Heads Up during these three years; 
and we basically said “no” to any discretionary spending. 
That worked for one year, but the Association’s property 
will suffer if we don’t do the necessary maintenance and 
improvements. Elsewhere in this newsletter you can read 
about one way you can assist with those improvements. 

The importance of timely receipt of HOA dues is clear 
when you consider that we are actually budgeted for a 
slight excess of expenses over revenue for this year.
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BALANCE SHEET AS OF APRIL 30TH, 2014  

ASSETS 
Bank of America Checking MORGHOA  $32,631.41 
 
OTHER ASSETS 
HOA Dues Receivable -8,708.94 
Irrigation System 34,240.00 
Reserve for Uncollected Assessments  -3,283.06 
Total Other Assets  $22,248.00 
Total Assets  $54,879.41 
 
LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 
Heads Up for Irrigation System $17,120.00 
Tax Liability 850.00 
Total Liabilities  17,790.00 
Fund Balance 36,909.41 
Total Liabilities and Fund Balance $54,879.41 
 
STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENSES 
MAY 1ST, 2013 THROUGH APRIL 30TH, 2014 
REVENUES 
Assessments - Regular $26,400.00 
Assessment - Late Fee 586.46 
Claim Settlement 6,707.00 
Fun(d) Raiser 8,858.12 
Transfer Fee  800.00 
TVNA Contribution     1,520.00 
Total Revenues $44,871.58 
 
EXPENSES 
Decorative Plaques 76.32 
Insurance   1,558.00 
Irrigation System Repair  789.23 
Landscape Service  11,723.56 
Newsletter Printing  840.92 
Office Supplies  71.96 
Postage 109.00 
Taxes 860.00 
Uncollected Dues 778.46 
Wall Repair 7,707.00 
Water & Sewer 1,273.34 
Welcome Basket        208.95 
Total Expenses $25,996.74 
 
Excess of Revenue over Expenses 18,874.84 
Fund Balance, Beginning of Year   18,034.57 
Fund Balance, End of Year $36,909.41

FINANCIAL  UPDATE

By John Woosley, Treasurer
2014-15 Dues Collected to Date
The invoices for the 2014-15 dues were sent out 
in April. As of July 31, 93 Association members 
have paid the entire amount due and two have 
made partial payments. There are 109 homes 
in the Meadows, so that means that 14 have 
yet paid their dues. Please remember that the 
Association fee became past due on July 31 
and a 10% late payment fee was applied to 
any balances owed after that date. If you have 
questions about your invoice, contact me at 
morgtreas@gmail.com.

LANDSCAPE  COMMITTE  REPORT

Renewal of Our Common Areas
By Mike Friggens, Landscape Committe

Howdy Neighbors, and 
thank goodness for the 
recent Monsoons! The 
cottonwood trees have finally 
ceased “shedding;” and 
our landscape has had the 
deep cleaning and watering 
that only Mother Nature can 
provide. The result is that 
our common area plants and 
trees are looking great. You 
may not think so judging by 
the photos of dead or near 

dead trees with this article. Lack of water has been 
a problem in the past, but trees also grow old and 
complete their life span and need to be replaced. 
Before last year, no trees or shrubs had been 
replaced. Now, your Landscape Committe and Board 
have developed plans for renewal of our common 
areas; and elsewhere in this newsletter you will 
read about your opportunity to assist in this effort 
by donating a tree or shrub. While the included 
brochure promotes the donation of trees, consider 
the donation of a bush as well. When you decide 
to make a donation, Heads Up will assist you in 
determining the kind of plant and the location that 
you would like.

We all know that the rain is undependable, and so 
it is fortunate that your modest HOA assessments 

Continued on page 4
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Y O U R  N E W S L E T T E R  T E A M
Dick Ruddy, Editor/Photos
Linda White, Copy Editor
Ann Gleason, Design/Layout

NEW BOARD MEMBER

Kay Ready
Our newest Board member is not a newcomer to 
Albuquerque. Kay Ready lived in Thomas Village for 
thirteen years before buying a house in the Meadows 
in 2003 with Gerry Barr, a former Meadows Board 
member. She first arrived in Albuquerque when she 
was just three years old. She graduated from UNM in 
1964 with a degree in education. Kay had a long career 
in teaching and retired from APS in 2005.

Kay has two daughters: Denise, a family law attorney 
and Jennifer, a pediatric intensive care nurse. She has 
one eleven-year old granddaughter, Allison, with whom 
she especially enjoys spending time; and besides golf, 
gardening and time with friends, Kay and Gerry have 
been Popejoy Hall volunteers for thirteen years.

Security Cameras
By Stann Sandoval, Architectural Review Committee

We applaud the efforts of the greater TVNA 
neighborhood for working with La Montanita Co-op 
on plans to install cameras that can monitor the 
comings and goings of unfamiliar vehicles into our 
neighborhoods. That information will be shared 
with the APD on an as needed basis. For example, 
when a break in or other illegal activity occurs in 
one of our neighborhoods, the recording will be 
shared with the police, which may provide clues 
that will help solve the crime.

Additionally, individual homeowners may want 
to consider installing a security camera system 
in their own home. This article is not intended 
to serve as any kind of endorsement or for any 
particular product or retailer. However, systems 
may be purchases from many retailers that sell 
electronic equipment such as Costco, Best Buy 
and many others. Some systems start as low as 
$600 (plus installation), which include up to 30 
days of recording capability and up to 12 cameras. 
With 12 cameras, you can monitor activity both 
outside and inside of your home. In the event of a 
break-in, your system may well capture the event 
on film and prove valuable in the apprehension of 
the perpetrators. Some even cheaper systems may 
be found on the Internet. Your existing home alarm 
security system company may also have camera 
system options to consider.

It’s just another way of protecting our valuable 
homes. 
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QUARTERLY  QUOTE
“And so with the sunshine and the great bursts of 

leaves growing on the trees, just as things grow in 
fast movies, I had that familiar conviction that life was 

beginning over again with the summer.” 
― F. Scott Fitzgerald

HOMEOWNERS  ASSOCIAT ION  BOARD

Sue Milovina, President 639-3625  suedraw@gmail.com 
Alvan Romero, Vice President  350-1933  aromero8@comcast.net 
Mike Friggens, Secretary & Landscape Committee 259-9077  mikefriggens@gmail.com
John Woosley, Treasurer   991-0463  morgtreas@gmail.com 
Charles White, Landscape Committee Chair  242-1558  cwhite.lwhite@gmail.com 
Mary Lou Dobbs  243-0617  mldobbs@comcast.net  
Kay Ready  242-5367 kkreadyk@netscape.net 
Stann Sandoval, Architectural Review Chair  228-3611  stann.wendy@yahoo.com
Dick Ruddy, Newsletter Committee Chair  242-3093  rruddy@comcast.net

Continued from page 1
Landscape Report

are paying for a state-of-the-art irrigation system 
that is watering automatically and efficiently. We will 
depend upon this infrastructure in the years to come 
as we plan for improvements to our landscape areas 
in The Meadows. With the new watering system up 
and running, Heads Up can confidently guarantee 
any tree or bush you donate for a full two years.

So enjoy our landscaping as you come and go 
from the neighborhood, and please don’t hesitate 
to contact your Landscape Committe for further 
information on how you can participate!

Mike Friggens, 259-9077 
Charles White, 242-1558


