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NE I G H B O R H O O D  NE W S

About the Roundabout
By Gayle Vance

Does the neighborhood need a roundabout?

That’s the question neighbors have been hotly 
debating since July 26, when City officials introduced 
the roundabout – or traffic circle — they’re planning to 
build at the intersection of Rio Grande and Candelaria. 
Construction is set to start next spring with a combination 
of funding from the City and the federal government. 

The goal of the $1.5 million undertaking is to calm 
traffic speeds and reduce accidents at the busy 
intersection, but questions about the wisdom of 
roundabouts have been raising tensions – and voices 
– in our normally tranquil neighborhood. Boos as well 
as cheers erupted at the July 26 meeting, which was 
attended by supporters, detractors, and those simply 
seeking an education about the project.  Detractors 

Several of you contacted the Board recently to report 
sightings of vehicles traveling on Don Fernando at speeds 
well above the posted limit. You asked us to look into the 
issue, and we have. 

To start, three members of the Board arranged a 
meeting with Mr. John Kolessar, traffic engineering 
operations manager for the City of Albuquerque, to 
discuss the situation. 

As it happened, Mr. Kolessar was able to have a 
conversation just before the meeting with an APD 
officer patrolling our area at the time. The officer told 
Mr. Kolessar he was unaware of any speeding problem 
on Don Fernando.

The meeting took place outdoors on the recreational 
trail that runs along Don Fernando. It was the middle of 
a weekday afternoon and traffic was light, with nearly all 
cars moving at what appeared to be the speed limit. We 
did observe one service vehicle clearly exceeding 25 miles 
per hour as it headed for a Thomas Village destination. 

Continued on page 4

CO N C E R N I N G  OU R  SA F E T Y

Do We Have a Speeding Problem on 
Don Fernando?
By Dick Ruddy

Continued on page 5

We’ll post the date and time of the next roundabout 
meeting on www.meadowsonriogrande.org as 
soon as they’re announced.

An articulated bus enters the roundabout at 8th 
Street and Central Ave. in Albuquerque.
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HO M E O W N E R S  AS S O C I A T I O N  BO A R D  ME M B E R S
Alvan Romero, President 350-1933 aromero8@comcast.net
Diana Garcia, Vice President 604-1674 dianagarciare@comcast.net
Mike Friggens, Landscape Committee 259-9077 friggens@sevilleta.unm.edu
Sue Milovina, ARC Chair 603-425-3901 suedraw@gmail.com
Murl Moore, Treasurer 764-8489 murlmoore@comcast.net
Dick Ruddy, Newsletter Chair 242-3093 rruddy@comcast.net
Gene Vance, Legal Counsel & Secretary 244-9046 gene@vancefirm.com
Charles White, Landscape Chair 242-1558 cwhite.lwhite@gmail.com
John Woosley, TVNA Liaison 797-1226 woosley.john@gmail.com

TR E A S U R E R ’ S  RE P O R T

Where We Stand
By Murl Moore

The Meadows on Rio Grande 
Homeowners Association has 
started the 2012/2013 Fiscal 
Year quite well, receiving 
assessment checks from 100 
homeowners (out of 109) through mid-August. Your 
timely response is gratifying!

As you may remember, all assessments were due by 
July 31, 2012.  Those received after this date will be 
subject to a 10% ($24) penalty.

Beginning Checkbook Balance April 30, 2012 
Total FY 2012-13 Income thru August 15, 2012 
FY 2012-13 operating expenses thru August 15, 2012 
 Checkbook balance on August 15, 2012

$14,110.79 
24,360.00 

8,656.69 
29,814.10

Note that these numbers reflect expenditures as well as 
assessments received through August 15. When the rest 
of the assessment checks are received, we will be well 
positioned to fund operations for the full year.

When the current wall-repair contract work was 
completed, the balance owed was $4,132.50, which is 
reflected in the Operating Expenses for FY 2012/2013.  
The full contract amount was $7,757.50; a partial 
payment of $3,625.00 was made in the prior fiscal year.

Because our community is approaching 20 years of 
age, budget-planning efforts will need to reflect the work 
that will be required as our facilities continue to mature.  
We’ll keep you posted on these continuing, and probably 
increasing, costs.

MI K E  FR I G G E N S

Meet Our Newest Board Member
Mike Friggens is a native New Mexican who grew up 
just three-quarters of a mile east of The Meadows. He 
and his family moved here from the East Mountains last 
January to be closer to relatives, and to enjoy the North 
Valley lifestyle he’d come to miss.

Mike is married to Megan, 
and they have two kids – 
Abigail and Jake. He works 
as a research scientist 
for the Sevilleta Long 
Term Ecological Research 
Program within the 
University of New Mexico’s 
Department of Biology.

Mike has been with UNM 
for 16 years. His scientific 
interests include vertebrate 
population dynamics and conservation, specifically 
among nocturnal small mammals and Gunnison’s prairie 
dogs. Mike works on a variety of interesting projects 
including experiments to examine the impacts of climate 
change on our Southwest grasslands.

When he’s not working, Mike loves spending time with 
family, whether at home or on the road.  The Meadows, he 
says, is “a perfect setting for all of us to grow together.” Mike 
enjoys cycling and snow sports, practices yoga and has “an 
inherited passion” for the automobile.  He’s looking forward 
to meeting his neighbors and serving on the Board. 

Mike Friggens

YO U R  NE W S L E T T E R  TE A M
Dick Ruddy, Editor and Photographer
Gayle Vance, Managing Editor
Ann Gleason, Design/Layout
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PR E S I D E N T ’ S  CO L U M N

Getting to Know Your New Board 
President
By Alvan Romero

As the new president 
of the Meadows on Rio 
Grande Homeowners’ 
Association Board of 
Directors, I thought I 
should introduce myself 
and tell you how I see my 
job for the coming year. 

The Meadows is the place my 
wife Martha and I have called 
home since 1997. We enjoy 
living here, and God willing, 
this will be our home for the 

rest of our lives. The bike trail, the running trail and the 
wilderness along the Rio Grande attracted us to this place.  

My 84-year-old father and 81-year-old mother live 
exactly 100 miles north of here in a little farming, fruit-
orchard community named Velarde. It’s the place where 
I was born. If you have visited there or passed through 
on your way to Taos, you know how close Velarde is 
to the Rio Grande. The Meadows is almost the same 
distance from the river. The cottonwoods, the coyotes, 
the raccoons and the sheer beauty of our community 
remind me of my beloved Velarde. How great is that! I 
own six acres of orchard land in Velarde and I maintain 
an interest in my life up there. As you can imagine, visits 
back home for family events and other festivities are 
treasured times.

Now, a bit about work. My career began in 1975 when I 
graduated from New Mexico State University and then 
from the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center 
(FLETC) in Glynco, Ga, in 1977.  I am a CPA and a 
Certified Forensic Examiner specializing in Financial 
Forensics.  For the past nine and a half years I have 
been the director of the Tax Fraud Investigations Division 
of the New Mexico Taxation and Revenue Department.  
I founded the division after being recruited to establish 
a criminal enforcement arm for the state tax agency. 
As a white-collar-crime investigator, what I do is very 
specialized.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my career and 
the places it has taken me.  I still love what I do.  

Previously I enjoyed a varied career with the Internal 
Revenue Service-Criminal Investigation Division in 

Albuquerque, Las Cruces, and at the IRS’ national 
headquarters in Washington, D.C. I served as an 
undercover agent assigned to the DEA Task Force 
while serving in the Las Cruces Office, and as a 
senior analyst in Washington, D.C.  During this part 
of my career I worked on a number of complex, large-
dollar, high-profile, multi-subject tax investigations 
that were successfully prosecuted. I also traveled to 
Central America and South America on assignments. 
My professional life is still very full, but serving our 
community is also a source of satisfaction for me. 

When I was elected to the Meadows Board a little over 
three years ago, I knew very little about the Board or 
its focus. Serving as secretary for almost three years 
helped me understand just how much good the Board 
does. It also gave me the opportunity to meet my 
neighbors, work on issues with fellow Board members 
and residents, and tackle the inevitable challenges that 
have come up.  

Speaking of which, if you have issues the Board should 
know about, please contact us. You’ll find our phones 
and email addresses in this newsletter and at  
www.meadowsonriogrande.org.  We are available to 
you, to listen to you. Your safety and the preservation of 
our beautiful community are our top priorities.  

As Board president, my priorities will be the same 
as those of my predecessors: maintaining the trees, 
vegetation, walls and other features of our common 
areas, while also encouraging safe behavior by those 
who live in or visit our neighborhood. 

Presently, the board is beginning to address the 
deteriorating walking and bike trail.  We are reaching out to 
the City for help and have formed a special committee to 
work on this.  If you want to get involved, please let us know.

I wish you all a wonderful summer, and hope you will 
contact me or another Board member whenever you 
have ideas or concerns. 
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appeared to greatly outnumber supporters, and the 
comments were heated.

For some, the idea of a roundabout at Rio Grande and 
Candelaria isn’t new. Action to make the streets safer 
began in 2006, when residents who live adjacent to 
the intersection brought their concerns to the City.  The 
City conducted a study of the problem and ultimately 
came up with the roundabout as a solution. Those who 
initiated the project have been working since then to help 
shepherd the roundabout through its various phases, 
and they passionately support it. But for many who 
attended the meeting, the idea of a roundabout was 
completely new, and/or unwelcome. Questions around 
which the debate centered included these:

•	 Would the roundabout make our streets safer? 
City planners say it would, but could offer no data on 
whether two existing Albuquerque roundabouts have 
decreased accidents or made matters worse. 
 
By design, roundabouts force vehicles to slow down. 
But some residents pointed out the difficulty many 
drivers and bicyclists have negotiating the traffic 
circles, which itself leads to accidents. One person 
said that roundabouts get abused by young, late-night 
drivers who circle round and round for the fun of it, 
creating additional hazards. And roundabouts can 
cause confusion for pedestrians, since vehicles aren’t 
required to stop for them. 

•	 Would	the	roundabout	create	serious	traffic	
bottlenecks? The construction plans call for traffic 
to be narrowed to a single lane in the 
roundabout (and also leading up to it on 
either side of Rio Grande), which could lead 
to significant delays and added pollution 
from engine idling. Would this be wise, 
given the existing traffic and population 
growth projections? The City’s spokesman 
referenced modeling simulations which 
suggest that the roundabout might increase 
the buildup of traffic slightly, but could 
actually improve flow by eliminating the 
intersection’s signal light.   
 
Some residents voiced the concern that 
pulling out onto Rio Grande would be more 
difficult because of the additional congestion. 
Currently, the traffic light at Candelaria and 
Rio Grande creates a “platooning” effect that 

Continued from page 1
Roundabout allows traffic downstream to enter Rio Grande when 

lights are red and the oncoming traffic is paused.

•	 Is this the best use of taxpayer dollars? There were 
questions about the wisdom of investing $1.5 million in 
the project when the City has yet to determine whether 
roundabouts really do make our streets safer. Even 
though the Federal government is covering two-thirds of 
the cost, some felt the funds could be put to better uses 
in the current distressed economy.

•	 Why didn’t TVNA and The Meadows know about 
this project? That’s a good question with several 
possible answers, but it appears the City did a much 
better job communicating with other neighborhood 
associations than with ours.  The fact that we were not 
included seems to have fueled some of the anger at 
the July 26 meeting. 

•	 What now? Or as some meeting attendees put it, “Is 
this a done deal?” It certainly could be. City staff were 
vague on this point, saying only that they were “here to 
listen.” But the project has already been approved for 
local and federal funds, and it appears that it would take 
action by the City Council to stop it. 

Want to learn more?
The City plans to hold another informational meeting in 
September. We’ll post the meeting date and place on 
www.meadowsonriogrande.org as soon as they’re 
available. The July 26 meeting took place in quarters 
that were inadequate for the large, standing-room-
only crowd, so the second meeting should be more 
accommodating. Please plan to be there to learn more 
about a project that will affect our lives as Meadows 
residents for years to come.

Would a roundabout like this one at 8th and Central make us 
safer, or less so?
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Mr. Kolessar shared with us that City records indicate 
just a few minor accidents in the greater Thomas Village 
neighborhood. Nonetheless, we asked him about a 
number of techniques often used to deter speeders:

Speed humps. These seemed like a good idea 
to Board members, but it turns out they’re not 
suitable for Don Fernando because it’s a designated 
emergency access route. In addition, City policy 
requires that speed humps be installed only when 
homes “front” on the street, and where curbs exist. 

Radar speed-display signs. Flashing signs like the 
ones on Rio Grande Blvd. work for a while, according 
to Mr. Kolessar, but in time they’re ignored when the 
majority of drivers live in the neighborhood. Beyond this, 
he said, neighbors whose houses are next to the signs 
find them a nuisance during late-evening and early-
morning hours. Mr. Kolessar said that in his opinion, it’s 
extremely hard to slow down habitual speeders – except 
temporarily – with any kind of signage.  
 
Traffic “calming.”  Mr. Kolessar suggested painting 
edge stripes on Don Fernando to narrow the street 

Continued from page 1
Speeding

and hopefully cause drivers to slow down and be more 
cautious. This technique would diminish the visual 
appeal of Don Fernando, though it’s worth considering. 

During our meeting and also in a follow-up letter, Mr. 
Kolessar suggested we try to identify the worst time 
of day for speeding, along with the direction of travel 
of greatest concern. We plan to follow his suggestion. 
I also had a follow-up conversation with Mr. Kolessar, 
in which he shared findings from a 2001 traffic survey 
conducted at the intersection of Don Juan and Don 
Quixote. Back then, a total of 1,450 cars crossed 
the intersection, traveling at an average speed of 27 
miles per hour.  Since the neighborhood hasn’t grown 
significantly since 2001, it seems reasonable that 
findings today would not be significantly different.

While Mr. Kolessar doesn’t think we have a serious 
speeding problem, those of us who walk the 
neighborhood in the morning do believe that most 
commuters are cruising along at well over 27 mph.  
So, do we have a problem or don’t we? At this point 
it’s hard to say, but we hope to find out. Stay tuned!

Improved Signage
We have some new signage on Don 
Fernando as a result of our meeting with 
John	Kolessar,	the	City’s	traffic	engineering	
operations manager. Mr. Kolessar arranged 
for the installation of two signs to warn 
drivers about cars entering Don Fernando 
from Via Cadiz. An inbound sign on the 
approach to Via Cadiz warns of a curve 
ahead and also posts a 25 mph limit, while 
an outbound sign warns drivers that the 
street curves near Via Cadiz.

America is a country that doesn’t know 
where it is going but is determined to 
set a speed record getting there.  
–    Laurence J. Peter 

Everything in life is somewhere else, 
and you get there in a car.  
–    E.B. White, One Man’s Meat, 1943
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SU R P R I S E  TO U C H D O W N

Early risers got a treat on July 5, when a hot-air balloon 
alighted on the corner of Don Fernando and Via Cadiz 
at about 7:15 am. The ride had been arranged by 
Private Balloon Flights, which specializes in memorable 
balloon experiences for families and friends.  

FIXING OUR NOT-SO-FIT RECREATIONAL TRAIL

The Meadows Board of Directors has established a 
committee to address the much-deteriorated condition 
of the recreational trail that runs along Don Fernando. 
Members of the Thomas Village board will join us in 
this effort, which is chaired by Stann Sandoval, past 
president of The Meadows board. 

Want to help out? Contact any Meadows board member 
and we’ll loop you in. Progress reports will appear in future 
issues of this newsletter and on the TVNA LISTSERV.

LA N D S C A P E  NE W S

Sprucing Up Our Shared Garden
By Charles White, Landscape Chair

We’re pleased to welcome to the Landscape Committee 
Mike Friggens, our newest board member, who brings 
lots of expertise based upon his work as a biologist. (For 
more info about Mike, check out the  “Meet Our Newest 
Board Member” article in this newsletter.) 

Mike and I recently met with our Heads Up landscaping 
representative to survey all the trees and plants in The 
Meadows.  We are now finalizing plans about what new 
plants can be added for color and variety. We’re also looking 
at where the new additions can best be placed to grow for 
a few years before we remove nearby trees that are either 
diseased or causing damage to our perimeter walls.

In this season of riotous color—so many shades of green, 
yellow, orange, and red!—I found these words to be insightful:

“We support nature for many important reasons.  We 
believe our kids—and generations beyond—should inherit 
a world as strong as the one we experienced.  We greatly 
value the diversity of life.   We love the outdoors.  And 
there is also a very practical reason we support nature: so 
that nature can support us.  We have a vested interest in 
keeping whole and healthy that which sustains us.”

–     Mark R. Tercek 
       President, The Nature Conservancy

You can interpret “vested interest” in many ways:  property 
values, air quality, beauty.  But our bottom line is always to 
maintain our urban landscape in the best condition we can 
– for ourselves, for the future.  That is the purpose of your 
Landscape Committee.


