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FR O M tH E PR E S I D E N T
By Sarah Bednarz, MRGHOA
President
I wish to thank the Board for
electing me to be president
of the Meadows and want
to take this opportunity to
introduce the rest of the
Board, some in new positions,
in this newsletter. We held a
well-attended Annual Meeting
on April 24 in Dulcinea Park.
It was a pleasure to see so
many neighbors face-to-face.
Highlights of the meeting included:
• A report from President Alvan Romero noting
that much of the past year’s activities have
focused on restoring common area landscaping,
repairing and upgrading the irrigation system,
removing problematic trees, and working
with the City to repair the trail between
Rio Grande Blvd. and Dulcinea Park.
Continued on page 6

LA N D S C A P E RE S T O R A T I O N UP D A T E
By Dick Ruddy, Restoration Committee Chairman
Our landscape restoration committee, founded less than
a year ago, has made some good progress. Our goal
is to improve the aging common areas bordering the
Meadows’ streets, mainly to replace dozens of plants
that have died off over more than a thirty-year period.
Our first project was the replacement of a couple of
bushes and a couple of trees at the entrance to the
neighborhood at Rio Grande and Don Fernando. The
need for three of these replacements was the result of
careless drivers who, in two separate cases, had jumped
the curbs destroying a tree and two large bushes. The
most noticeable loss was a pinon tree which we replaced
in late April (see photo). Even this very modest start of
replacing four items cost the HOA $1,200. So, redoing
large areas at one time would be very costly. By doing
restoration work a little at a time, over a number of years,
as our association budget allows, we hope to avoid
raising the annual assessment to homeowners.
Perhaps the most noticeable recent accomplishment
for our committee was the replacement of the paved
trail along Don Fernando. Our contribution to the project
was simply contacting the city parks and recreation
department and pointing out the dire need for serious
Continued on page 6
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TR E A S U R E R ’ S RE P O R T
By Aaron Barress, Treasurer
Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association FY 2022:
May 1, 2021 – April 30, 2022
Cost Report for March 9, 2022 Board Meeting

The Meadows on Rio Grande

Cost Data as of January 18, 2022

Spring 2022

Approved
Budget

Actual to Date
3/9/2022 Costs

Expected Annual Income ( FY 2022 Budget)
Annual Assessments (109 Lots)
Late Fees
Transfer Fees
General Donations
Tree Donations

$31,610.00
$200.00
$1,400.00
$200.00
$2,000.00

$31,399.00
$0.00
$1,200.00
$245.00
$1,200.00

Total Expected Income

$35,410.00

$34,044.00

$2,000.00
$1,200.00
$400.00
$0.00

$0.00
$966.70
$468.73
$122.58

$15,000.00
$2,000.00
$1,600.00
$12,000.00
$1,000.00
$0.00

$10,447.40
$4,863.02
$1,316.19
$231.93
$620.28
$0.00
$6,349.54

$35,200.00

$25,386.37

Expected Annual Operating Costs
Administrative
Insurance
Fees (Editing, Printing, PO Box, Quicken, Taxes )
Supplies (Stamps, Envelopes, Welcome Bags)
Refunds
Common Area Maintenance
Landscape Maintenance Service Contract
Landscape Tasks (Tree Removal, Drip Tasks, etc)
Utilities (Irrigation Water)
Planned Projects (Wall Repair, Drip Repairs) Tree
Memorial Subsidy Project (1)
Reserves for Uncollected Assessments
Carryover from FY21 Unpaid Wall Costs
Budgeted Expected Annual Costs

To Date - 107 of 109 Lot owners have paid the FY22 Dues Assessment:

$31,399.00

Income deposited in Bank of America this FY as of 1/18/2022 has been:

$34,044.00

The Bank of America checking Account as of 3/8/22 contains:
*1,268.90 pending EFT, $574.99 pending check to Plant World
The Quicken Check Book for Bank of America as of 3/8/22 is:

$49,346.37*
$47,502.48

None of the anticipated FY22 Landscaping Projects have reached the payment stage yet.

HOA Board Mtg FY22 Cost Report 3.8.22.xls

A publication of the Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association • meadowsonriogrande.org

3/8/22

Page 2

TH E TR A I L

The Meadows on Rio Grande

By Stann Sandoval, Vice President

Spring 2022

A couple of weeks ago as Wendy and I were leaving
the Park, after taking our pups Rusty and Scarlett
Rose for their daily stroll, we saw three city vehicles
pull up and stop. The occupants included: Shay Armijo,
Whitney Phelan and Sean O’Neill, all from the City of
Albuquerque Parks and Recreation Dept. Shay is the
Assistant Park Superintendent, Whitney is the Trails
Planner, and Sean is the Assistant City Forester. I
recognized them immediately as I was on the team
with other Meadow’s residents who had just worked
with them on the plan to refurbish the trail. Our team
had first suggested to them that the Trail be completed
with crusher fine rather than having it repaved. They
agreed as crusher fine is softer and more forgiving than
pavement. It will give as the cottonwood roots continue
to grow, rather than expand the asphalt causing to
buckle and crack causing a serious tripping hazard. The
trio was there to inspect the final product of the new trail
which had only been completed a few days earlier.
We stopped to thank them and congratulate them
on a fine job and told them that we had heard many
complimentary statements from many residents of our
neighborhood. It also gave me a chance to ask them a
few questions.

YOUR NEWSLETTER TEAM
Dick Ruddy, Photos
Sarah Bednarz, Newsletter Editor
Ann Gleason, Design/Layout

The first was about their contractors ability to save our
much cherished cottonwood trees, two of which we had
been told by the city were in jeopardy of being lost. They
explained that the superintendent of the construction
company was well experienced with conditions like ours
and was able to save the cottonwoods by minimally
disturbing the roots and providing sufficient crusher fine
to cover them and provide a “cushioning” effect for them
to expand radially.
Second I asked them about the color. We had never
asked them about the color before and just thought that
it would probably be “Santa Fe Brown” or some other
traditional reddish brown color. They again explained that
the grey was selected because after a few rainfalls it will
continue to lighten in color and will be cooler. And that’s
why that color was selected.
And lastly I asked them about the width, as it seemed
much wider than it needed to be. Again they explained
that this is not a sidewalk but a TRAIL. All City Parks and
Rec Trails are a standard minimum width of 10 feet. That
way it will be wide enough if they need to drive a vehicle
on it to perform some kind of maintenance.
Hope that info helps clear up a few of the questions
about the trail. We are most grateful that the city was
responsive to our needs and that the two cottonwood
trees that we thought might have been removed were
able to be saved.

HO M E O W N E R S AS S O C I A T I O N BO A R D
Sarah Bednarz, President
Stann Sandoval, Vice President
Alvan Romero, Secretary
Aaron W. Barress, Treasurer
Gene Vance, Director
Renzo del Frate, Director
Elizabeth DeWitt, Director
Diana Garcia, Director
Gerry Barr, Director
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M E A D O W S O N R I O G R A N D E B O A R D M E M B E R S , 2022-2023

Spring 2022

Sarah Bednarz
President

Aaron Barress
Treasurer

president@
meadowsonriogrande.org
s-bednarz@tamu.edu

treasurer@
meadowsonriogrande.org

2321 Via Granada Place NW
I am a retired professor of
geography from Texas A&M
University. My husband,
Bob, and I moved here in
2017 and have loved every minute in our new home.
We very much enjoy walking our dog, Badger, in the
neighborhood and the Bosque, saying hi to all of his
dog-friends. The pandemic has slowed down our
international travels but not stopped them entirely—
Spain in 2021 and France in 2022, so far. I served
the Board as previously as newsletter chair and
interim secretary. As president I intend to re-organize
and update the website and help other Board
members to complete a “best practices” policies and
procedures document to guide our governance.

Stann Sandoval
Vice President
stann.wendy@yahoo.com
2331 Via Granada Place NW
I am a retired engineer who
spent most of my career at
GE-Aircraft Engine Group. I
retired in 2008 and joined the
Board that same year. I have
served continuously in all but
two years since that time.
I’ve been President three times, Secretary twice,
and Vice President five times (this year will be my
6th). I’ve served on every committee multiple times
and chaired the ARC (twice) and the Newsletter
Committee (twice). My wife, Wendy, and I love to
travel and take our dogs, Rusty and Scarlet Rose,
on walks through the neighborhood and to Dulcinea
Park. We feel lucky and grateful to have lived in this
spectacular neighborhood for the past 21 years.

2204 Via Cadiz NW
My wife, Noelle, and I moved
into our neighborhood in
January 2020 with our three
children but we are long-time
residents of Albuquerque. I
am an attorney and currently work at Sandia National
Laboratories and Noelle is an Advanced Practice
Nurse at UNM Hospital. I enjoy playing tennis when
I can while the entire family enjoys being so close to
the Bosque, riding bikes, and taking hikes.

Alvan Romero
Secretary
Aromero8@comcast.net
2319 Rozinante Drive NW
I am just finishing my third
term as president of the
HOA and volunteered to be
secretary, having served
on the Board since 2009.
I am a CPA with expertise
in tax fraud and forensic auditing. My wife, Martha,
and I moved to the Meadows in June, 1997, but
spent three years in the Washington D.C. area while
Martha worked at the USDA Community Facilities
Program, the only time I was not on the Board.

Gene Vance
Chair, Architectural
Review Committee
arc@meadowsonriogrande.
org
2328 Via Seville Road NW
I am an attorney with a 40year plus private practice in
general business and real
estate law, serving clients
that include homeowner
associations like ours. I helped to found the
Meadows in 2003 and served on the first Boards
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for 10 years. My wife, Gayle, and I have lived in the
Meadows almost from the beginning. I am happy
to serve on the Board as chair of the Architectural
Review Committee to help preserve the beauty of
our community. In my free time I often head to the
outdoors to photograph the owls, tanagers, and other
avian denizens of the Bosque.

The Meadows on Rio Grande

Other Members of the Architectural Review Committee:

Spring 2022

Rick McKelvey • Mike Shiplet • Diana Garcia

Renzo Del Frate
Chair, Landscaping
Committee
landscape@
meadowsonriogrande.org
2323 Villa Seville Road NW
I am a research engineer
at Sandia Labs. My wife,
Lourdes, and children
moved here in 1996 from
the downtown area. We chose this area since we
liked living close to the city center and Bosque. Now
that our kids are grown up, we have much more
time to enjoy our neighborhood, especially all the
wildlife-filled trails in the Bosque. We also enjoy all
the nearby places we can walk or bike to such as the
Nature Center, the Bio Park, and Old Town museums.
While we enjoy camping and worldwide travel, we are
always happy to come home to our neighborhood.
I serve on the Board as chair of the Landscape
Committee to be able to contribute to maintaining the
quality of life in the Meadows.
Other Members of the Landscaping Committee:
Elizabeth DeWitt • Stann Sandoval
Gerry Barr • Dick Ruddy

Elizabeth DeWitt
Board Member
eadtbs@aol.com
2315 Via Porto Road NW
I am a life-long Albuquerque
resident who grew up in
the North Valley. The Valley
is a special place and I’ve
always had a desire to live
near the Bosque. I was
pleased to fulfil that desire in 2017 when I moved to

the Meadows. A University of New Mexico graduate,
I work from home. I enjoy gardening, wine, and
music. As a Board member I have been active in
supporting the Landscape Committee and managed
the RFP process for our contract with our landscape
maintenance provider as well as the contract to
refresh our common walls.

Gerry Barr
Board Member
Gwbarr115@comcast.net
2320 Via Granada Place NW
I retired from Sandia National
Labs and Los Alamos
National Lab. My partner,
Kay Ready, and I moved
to the Meadows in 2003. I
joined the Board in 2004 and
served three years. I rejoined
the Board in spring of 2018 as treasurer, a position I
passed along in the summer of 2021. Kay and I enjoy
gardening and volunteering at UNM Popejoy Hall. I
am an avid hiker and hike in the Sandias a couple of
time a week.

Diana Garcia
Board Member
dianagarciare@comcast.net
2309 Via Granada Place NW
I am a native of New Mexico,
born and raised in the Los
Griegos neighborhood of
Albuquerque’s North Valley
and a 12th Generation New
Mexican. With the exception
of a few years on the
Westside and NE Heights, I have lived in the Valley
most of my life. You could say I’m a “Valley Girl.” I
moved into The Meadows neighborhood in 2008. It
is one of the best, if not the best, neighborhoods in
Albuquerque. I have been an active Board member,
serving as Vice-President, President, Architectural
Review Committee member, and I am the Welcoming
Committee. As a Licensed Real Estate Broker since
1989, I began my career in commercial real estate,
and eventually moved into the residential market
in 1995. I have a son named Tim, daughter-in-law
Stephanie, and three lovely grandchildren, Briana,
Nicolas, and Celeste, all the light of my life.
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From the President

The Meadows on Rio Grande

Continued from page 1

Spring 2022

• A reminder from Architectural Review Committee
(ARC) chair Gene Vance that any changes to the
appearance, footprint, or landscaping of houses
should be submitted in writing for review by the
ARC. The form has been revised and is available
on the HOA website. Procedures for approval
now include a site visit by ARC members to
better envision planned changes. There have
been around six applications so far this year.
• A summary of activities of the Landscaping
Committee by Stann Sandoval on behalf of
Renzo Del Frate, notably that the landscaping
contract was renewed with Yellowstone after an
exhaustive RFP process. Renewal again is 1
November 2022. Yellowstone has improved their
service and assisted in planting replacement
shrubs and trees at the entrance on Rio Grande
and Don Fernando. The committee is supervising
irrigation repairs and expansion from four to
six irrigation zones. Sandoval also reminded
residents of the program to donate monies for
trees; each donation of $400 is matched by the
HOA by $200 to allow a $600 tree to be planted.
• The report from Treasurer Aaron Barress
that financially we are in good condition. The
annual budget appears in this newsletter.
Our next meeting is on June 15. If you have issues to
raise please do not hesitate to contact me.

Landscape Restoration Update
Continued from page 1
trail maintenance. We documented sixteen to eighteen
places where pavement had been damaged mainly by
cottonwood tree roots. The response from the city could
not have been better. (See my report in the Winter 2022
newsletter.) In our meeting with parks and recreation
representatives last Fall, we offered several suggestions
for dealing with the problem which included completely
removing the pavement and replacing it with crusher
fines, and we stressed the need of saving the trees.
While they were sympathetic about the trees, we were
warned that we could lose two or more of them.
Because contracts had to be let and city money found
to pay for the work, we believed that it could be a year
or more before the repairs were done. In fact, in about
six months from the day they first met with us, the new
crusher fine trail was a reality, and not only completed,
but no trees were lost in the process. It may be my
imagination, but it now seems like there are an increased
number of people using the trail. Give it a try yourself if
you haven’t already!
It’s important that you know the neighbors involved in
the restoration committee: They include Stann Sandoval,
Gerry Barr, Renzo del Frate, Alvan Romero and myself.
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