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MO R G H O A BO A R D ME M B E R S
In late April, the Board of the Meadows on Rio Grande
Homeowners Association (MORGHOA) chaired by
Dr. Jonathan Kevan met via Zoom to elect leadership
for the next year and to add new members. Below
are brief introductory biographies of the officers and
chairs and members of key committees.

Officers
ALVAN ROMERO.
PRESIDENT (aromero8@
comcast.net); 2319 Rozinante
Dr. NW.
I am a CPA with expertise
in tax fraud and forensic
auditing and investigative
work and currently consult
on white collar cases in
Central and South America.
My wife, Martha and our
daughter Jenn moved into the
Meadows on June 30, 1997
after our house was built. We
have enjoyed the past 23 years here at the Meadows.
Martha and I recently returned from Arlington,
Virginia after living 3 years in the Washington, D.C.
area while Martha answered the bell to serve in an
executive leadership position with the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA), Community
Facilities Program. We are here to stay this time as
we enjoy the neighborhood and all that it offers. This
will be my third term as president of MORGHOA. I
have served continuously on the Board since 2009,
with the exception of the three years that we were in
Washington, D.C. I look forward to serving again, and
will focus on building relationships and continuing with
the beautification and upkeep of the common areas
(trees, bushes, irrigation system, walls and necessary
safety signage) of Our Meadows.
Continued on page 4

TR E A S U R E R ’ S RE P O R T
Where We Stand

By Gerry Barr, Treasurer

Since the MORGHOA is just starting a new fiscal year,
i.e. FY 2021 on May 1, 2020, it’s only appropriate to
provide a final accounting of the previous fiscal year,
FY2020, income and expenditures. See Figure 1. The
FY 2020 annual lot assessment remained unchanged
from the previous year, i.e. $290.00 per year. The Board
estimated that this level of funding would be adequate
to provide the basic Common Area services to maintain,
repair, and replace needed infrastructure. Only one
capital project was started and completed in FY2020, i.e.
the pruning and trimming of all 42 Cottonwood trees in
the Meadows. The Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water
Continued on page 2

BR I G H T ID E A S
For Staying Healthy (& Occupied) at Home
By Elizabeth DeWitt and Mary Lou Dobbs
Now more than ever, it’s essential to keep our minds
and bodies healthy. Even though fitness clubs, pools,
and yoga studios are closed, we can still relieve our
stress and get physical exercise. Some of the most
accessible options are walks in the Bosque or strolls in
Continued on page 3
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Utility Authority has a program that rewards residential
and small businesses for maintaining their trees with a
rebate on our water irrigation account. Our HOA was
awarded a $500.00 rebate for this Cottonwood tree
pruning / trimming project. The Reserve Fund authorized
by the By Laws and started in FY2019 was enhanced to
provide funding for future working capital, replacement
infrastructure projects, and contingencies as required.
Of the 109 properties in the MORGHOA, 108 of the
owners paid their invoiced assessment sometime during
the year. In addition, the 109th owner made a significant
payment towards retiring their past due debt, with the
promise of additional partial payments every other month
until the debt is retired.
The new fiscal year (FY2021) started on May1,
2020 with a virtual annual meeting held over Zoom
Communications Meeting software on April 19, 2020.
The primary objective of the annual meeting was to
have the homeowners review and ratify the FY2021
budget, shown in Figure 2. The annual assessment for
FY2021 will remain at $290.00 with the budget remaining
essentially the same as the previous year. The contracts
for the landscaping and water services have remained

unchanged. The various Board committees have recently
inspected the common area and have identified several
capital projects that need to be started during FY2021.
These include a refurbishment of the water distribution
system to ensure that adequate water is being delivered
to the trees and shrubs during this drought period. Also,
the wall along Don Fernando, from Rio Grande to Via
Cadiz, has several proximate cracks needing repair.
I want to thank the many Owners that returned their
yearly dues check with their email addresses and
phone number attached. This information will be
used to update the Owner data base and allow the
Board to communicate more directly with all owners
simultaneously, if needed in the future. Thank you.

Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association
Itemized Categories – FY 2020
5/1/2019 through 4/30/2020 (Cash Basis)
5/9/2020 Page 1
INCOME

33,148.07

Uncategorized

290

Assessments - Late Fee

271

Assessments - Regular

30,986.07

Assessments--Past Due Debts
Transfer Fees
Figure 2
Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association Budget
For FY 2021: May1, 2020 –April 30, 2021.
Expected Annual Income
Annual Assessments (109 Lots)
Late Fees
Transfer Fees
Tree Donations
Total Expected Income
Expected Annual Operating Costs
Administrative
Insurance
Fees (Editing, Printing, PO Box)
Supplies (Stamps, Envelopes, Welcome Bags)
Common Area Maintenance
Landscape Maintenance Service Contract
Landscape (additional work)
Utilities (Water)
Planned Projects (Wall Repair, Drip Repairs)
Reserves
Reserves for Replacements
Reserves for Uncollected Assessments
Budgeted Expected Annual Costs
Bottom Line: FY 2021 Annual Dues Assessment:

$31610.00
$400.00
$1000.00
$0.00
$33,010.00

$2000.00
$600.00
$500.00
$13,000.00
$2000.00
$1600.00
$9000.00
$2000.00
$1400.00
$32,100.00
$290.00

700
371

Tree Donation

530

EXPENSES

-22,785.87

Uncategorized

0

Insurance

-1,919.00

HOA Insurance

-1,919.00

Newsletter printing

-214.93

Office Supplies

-258.43

Postage

-158

PO Box Rental

-92

Stamps and Mailing

-66

Quicken Accounting Program
Repair and Maintenance

-86.29
-18,820.94

Irrigation Repair

-768.87

Landscape Repair

-5,663.75

Landscape Service

-12,388.32

Taxes

-10

Other Taxes

-10

Water & Sewer

-1,198.28

Welcome Basket

-120

OVERALL
TOTAL
OVERALL
TO...
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Bright Ideas
Continued from page 1
our neighborhood. Here are some tips to ensure you are
practicing proper social distancing and being respectful
of everyone out on the trail:

The Meadows on Rio Grande

• Stay at least 6 feet (about 2 arms’
length) from other people

Spring 2020

• Pause at park or trail entrances to check
for other foot traffic before proceeding

art project: https://www.cabq.gov/culturalservices/
albuquerque-museum/trending
Lastly, the American Heart Association provides
tips for eating a balanced diet which can build our
immune system and help stave off illness: https://www.
heart.org/en/healthy-living/healthy-eating/eat-smart/
nutrition-basics/how-to-eat-healthy-without-dieting
Please take care of yourself and our community!

• Announce yourself as you pass on the left
to give others lead time to step aside
• Wear a face covering
• Leash your four-legged friends when
walking and prevent them from greeting
others unless they give permission
If you’ve wanted to try yoga, check out Yoga with
Adriene, (https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCFKE7WVJfvaHW5q283SxchA) which offers a lot of
options for beginners.
If you are familiar with low impact Tai Chi, you’ll love the
relaxing movements of Qigong practiced in the beautiful
backdrop of a rainforest: Qigong Rainforest (https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=BC9MvsxZrW4&feature=youtu.be)
If you need a bit more calmness, try this guide (https://
www.nytimes.com/guides/well/how-to-meditate) on
meditation to help relieve stress and keep you focused
and balanced.
Or if you want a more rigorous exercise for your mind, try
these instructor lead/live online classes: http://ce.unm.
edu/professional/online.php
Take a virtual tour of the museum or download an

YOUR NEWSLETTER TEAM
Dick Ruddy, Photos
Renzo Del Frate, Photos
Sarah Bednarz, Newsletter Editor
Ann Gleason, Design/Layout

H O M E O W N E R S A S S O C I AT I O N B O A R D
Alvan Romero, President
Stann Sandoval, Vice President
Mike Shiplet, Secretary
Gerry Barr, Treasurer
Gene Vance, Chair, Architectural Review Committee
Renzo del Frate, Chair, Landscape Committee
Elizabeth DeWitt, Landscape Committee Member
Charles White, TVNA Liaison and Member
Sarah Bednarz, Chair, Newsletter Committee
Mary Lou Dobbs, Chair Social Committee
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MORGHOA Board Members
Continued from page 1
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STANN SANDOVAL, VICE
PRESIDENT, (stann.wendy@
yahoo.com); 2331 Via
Granada Place NW

Spring 2020

I am not exactly a NEW
member to the board, but
rather a returning member. I
spent several years on the
Board holding a variety of
positions before taking a short
hiatus. I am a retired engineer
who spent most of my career
at GE - Aircraft Engine Group.
Wendy and I love to travel and
take our dogs, Rusty and Scarlet Rose, on walks through
our neighborhood and Dulcinea Park. We feel lucky and
grateful to have landed in this spectacular neighborhood
and have been here for 18 years.
MIKE SHIPLET, SECRETARY,
(m.shiplet@comcast.net);
2327 Via Seville Road, NW
I am for the most part a lifelong
resident of the Albuquerque
area. My wife Kathy and I
moved in to the Meadows on
Rio Grande in August of 2018.
We very much enjoy our new
home and we love the fact that
we have a park so close to our
house where we can take our
American Bulldog Annabelle
and our Labrador Retriever
Nelson. We also love the mountains of New Mexico and
head there in our RV whenever we get the chance. I am
always seeking ways to serve our community.
GERRY BARR, TREASURER,
(gwbarr115@comcast.net);
2320 Via Granada Pl, NW
I retired from Sandia National
Labs and Los Alamos National
Lab. My partner, Kay Ready,
and I moved to the Meadows
in 2003, where I joined the
board in 2004 and served
three years. I rejoined the
Board in the spring of 2018 as

treasurer. We enjoy gardening and volunteering at UNM
Popejoy Hall. I am an avid hiker and hike in the Sandia’s
a couple of times a week. As treasurer, I provide the
MORGHOA Board with financial information in support
of their common area responsibilities and also maintain
timely financial records for all homeowners.

Architectural Review Committee
GENE VANCE, CHAIR,
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
COMMITTEE, gvance@
vancefirm.com; 2328 Via
Seville Rd. NW
I’m an attorney with a 40-year
private practice in general
business and real estate law,
serving clients that include
homeowner associations
like ours. I helped to found
our homeowners association
in 2003 and served on our
first boards for 10 years. My
wife and I have lived in the Meadows almost from the
beginning, and I’m joining the board once more to help
preserve the beauty of our community, and to provide the
board with legal guidance. In my free time, I often head
outdoors to photograph the owls, tanagers and other avian
beauties who frequent the Bosque.
Other members on the Architectural Review
Committee are:
Rick McKelvey (rick.mckelvey50@gmail.com)
Mike Shiplet (m.shiplet@comcast.net)

Landscape Committee
RENZO DEL FRATE. CHAIR,
LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE,
delfraterj@gmail.com, 2323
Via Seville Rd NW
I am a research engineer at
Sandia Labs. My wife, Lourdes,
and children moved here in
1996 from the downtown area.
We chose this area since we
liked living close to the city
center and Bosque. Now that
our kids are grown up, we
have much more time to enjoy
our neighborhood especially
all the wildlife filled trails in the Bosque. We also enjoy
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nearby places that we can walk or bike to such as
the Nature Center, Open Space, Bio Park, Old Town
museums, Tingley Beach, Hispanic Cultural Center, and
many more. While we very much enjoy camping and
worldwide travel, we are always happy to come home to
our neighborhood. We want to maintain the quality of life
in our neighborhood and look for ways to improve it for all.

Spring 2020

ELIZABETH DEWITT,
LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE
MEMBER, eadtbs@aol.com,
2315 Via Porto Rd. NW
I am a life-long Albuquerque
resident who grew up in the
North Valley. The Valley is a
special place and I’ve always
had a desire to live near the
Bosque and I was pleased to
fulfill that desire in 2017 when
I moved to the Meadows. A
University of New Mexico grad,
I now work from home, along
with my boyfriend, Jeff, for a Michigan based-company
where I am responsible for maintaining the company’s
intellectual property and also provide support to our
executive team. I enjoy gardening, wine, and music, often
attending music events like the New Orleans JazzFest. As
a Board member, I will support the landscape committee
to ensure the upkeep of our beautiful development. I am
also interested in exploring an informal community support
system to assist our neighbors who may need help with
simple day to day tasks during times of quarantine or illness.
CHARLES WHITE, TVNA LIAISON AND MEMBER,
LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE, (cwhite.lwhite@gmail.com)
2205 Via Cadiz Court
Linda and I built our home and moved to the Meadows
in 2008. We have four adult children, two fantastic
grandchildren, and two friendly/ferocious dogs,
Norfolk Terrier Sage and Chihuahua Cinnamon. I’m a
retired public-school educator--42 years total in both
Albuquerque and Las Cruces schools. Previously on the
Meadows Board I chaired the Landscape Committee,
and our beautiful setting remains my primary interest.
But I’ve also been the bingo caller for the neighborhood
picnic a few times; and I especially want that community
spirit and friendliness to always continue, as we integrate
new families into the area, providing opportunities for
connections and communication.
Jonathan Kevan is also a member of the Landscape
Committee and liaison to TVNA.

Newsletter Committee
SARAH BEDNARZ, CHAIR,
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE,
(s-bednarz@tamu.edu); 2321
Via Granada Pl. NW
I am a retired professor of
geography from Texas A&M
University. My husband,
Bob, and I moved here in
2017 to escape the heat and
humidity of south central
Texas. We very much enjoy
walking our dog, Badger,
in the Bosque and around
the neighborhood when
not traveling internationally, as geographers like to do.
As chair of the Newsletter Committee I am interested
in exploring ways we can “go green” and move to an
online publication, as well as to consider other ways
we can build communication among residents, both in
MORGHOA and TVNA.
Other members of the Newsletter Committee are:
Stann Sandoval (stann.wendy@yahoo.com)
Linda White (cwhite.lwhite@gmail.com)
Ann Gleason (ann.gleason.nm@gmail.com)
Dick Ruddy (rruddy@comcast.net)

Social Committee
MARY LOU DOBBS, CHAIR
(mldobbs@comcast.net); 2322
Via Madrid Dr NW
I have been in the Meadows
16 years and on the board in
several capacities, currently
social director.
My business helps business
owners transition taxable
income to tax-free personal
income I also work with highend executives. I’m a walker,
five to six miles with a walking
group three times a week. For fun I ride a 1200 RT BMW
and have ridden in eight countries with motorcycle tour
groups, so fun!
My son just moved to Ensenada Mexico to live with his
wife and find himself.
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SP R U C I N G UP ?
Contact Us First
By Architectural Review Committee

The Meadows on Rio Grande

Gene Vance, Chair; Rick McKelvey, Member; Mike
Shiplet, Member

Spring 2020

Now that spring has arrived, renovating and repairs
will be on all our agendas. The Architectural Review
Committee reminds Meadows owners to please read
your HOA covenants before making any changes to the
physical appearance of your home. Whether you’re
considering a new stucco or trim color, doors or gates
in a new style, or other such alterations, remember to
submit the ARC application for review and approval
before you start. For a copy of the application, go to the
home page of meadowsonriogrande.org and click the
Architectural Review Committee link on the left side of
the page.
The approval process usually takes about a week to
complete, especially if permits and plans are involved.
Be sure to factor in this added time requirement when
planning your improvements. The ARC makes every
effort to respond promptly to your requests, but we’re not
able to provide next-day service since, as volunteers, we
are also busy with other obligations.
Thank you very much for your cooperation. We wish you
a happy, busy, but socially-distant year!

H OW Y OU C AN H ELP S AVE t HE P LANET
Notes for a Greener Existence
By Mary Lou Dobbs
Use only recycled paper. Why? Because it saves the
atmosphere about five pounds of carbon dioxide per
ream of paper.
Set your thermostat just two degrees warmer in the
summer than you’re accustomed to and two degrees
cooler in the winter. Why? Because those tiny
adjustments will save approximately two thousand
pounds of carbon dioxide per year.
Don’t run your dishwasher until it’s completely full.
Why? Because it will save the atmosphere about one
hundred pounds of carbon dioxide per year.
Pick the three lamps you use most in your house
and change the bulbs to easily accessible compact
fluorescent bulbs. Why? Because you’ll eliminate an
extra three hundred pounds of carbon dioxide from
the atmosphere every year.
Adjust the heat on your water heater to a maximum
of 120 degrees, and have it insulated. Why? Because
it saves 1,550 pounds of carbon dioxide from the air
every year.
Reduce the duration of your showers by two to three
minutes. Why? Because 350 pounds of carbon
dioxide will be saved every year thanks to less water
needing to be heated.
Check your tires every month to make sure they’re
properly inflated. Why? Because it will save 250
Continued on page 7
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Save the Planet
Continued from page 6
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pounds of carbon dioxide per year.
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Change your heating and air-conditioning filters,
or clean them, as often as recommended. Why?
Because it will keep the units from having to work
harder than they’re designed to work to keep you
comfortable, as well as keeping an extra 350 pounds
of carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere per year.
Turn your computer off rather than letting it “sleep,”
and unplug electronics when you’re not using them.
Why? Because it will save a minimum of twelve
hundred pounds of carban dioxide per year.

MA I L TH I E V E S aN D SO L U T I O N S
Unfortunately, thefts of mail and packages continue in
our neighborhood and surrounding neighborhoods. One
strategy to withstand such practices is to use Informed
Delivery offered by the United States Postal Service
(USPS). It is a service that allows you to digitally
preview your mail and manage packages scheduled
to arrive. Each morning an email is sent to you with
images of the letters you are expected to receive that
day. Information about packages being sent through
USPS is also provided. This is a free service. To sign
up, go to https://informeddelivery.usps.com.

Take care of the simple chore of calking and weatherstripping your interior doors and windows. Why?
Because not only will you be more comfortable all
year long, but you’ll also eliminate seventeen hundred
pounds of carbon dioxide per year.
Plant a tree, or have one planted by an organization
like Tree People, in honor of a lost loved one. Why?
Because you’ll be adding more oxygen to the
atmosphere and saving an amazing two thousand
pounds of carbon dioxide.
By the way since the paper industry is the thirdlargest contributor to global warming factors, seek
out toilet paper, facial tissues, and paper towels and
coffee filters that are made from recycled paper;
recycled magazines, newspaper s, and paper
grocery bags; give your dry cleaner a garment bag
to use for your dry cleaning to encourage them to
get rid of all that annoying extra paper and plastic,
and never drop off dry cleaning without returning
those equally annoying wire hangers. It’s everyone’s
job to clean up our environment and save our planet
for future generations.
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IN HO N O R oF MI C H A E L FR I G G E N S
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Over a year ago, a good friend and former neighbor,
Mike Friggens, was killed in a car accident. In his
honor many contributed to a tree planted recently
as a reminder of his service to the neighborhood—a
neighborhood Mike and his family enjoyed during the
years they spent here. The Shumard Oak is along
the ditch on Don Fernando about two blocks from Rio
Grande. It is a beautiful tree to commemorate a beautiful
man that we can very much appreciate now and for
many more years to come. An extra plate was mounted
on a plaque and will be sent it to Mike’s family so they
have a memorial a bit closer to them.
Mike gave much of himself to all things that he
participated in. When John Woosley left the Board, as
he was going to move to California, and the Treasurer’s
position, along with its copious duties and responsibilities
were to be vacated, Mike stepped up without hesitation
and volunteered to become the MORGHOA Treasurer.

John, a CPA, sat with Mike several times, for a number
of hours each time, giving Mike some training, explaining
the intricate steps and procedures of accounting and
Mike picked it up rather quickly and expertly. Mike
mastered the duties and responsibilities and the resultant
work products showed that. The MORGHOA financial
statements (income statement, balance sheet, and
cash flow statements) he prepared were excellent. He
immediately and correctly addressed all matters that
impacted the finances of our organization.
Residents of the Meadows owe Renzo Del Frate a
debt of gratitude for following through every step of
the way as he made sure the tree in Mike’s honor,
with a touching adjoining plaque, was planted in our
neighborhood. The Board hopes that we can all come
together and walk to the tree and share a few words
when the timing is appropriate.
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