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Taking Pride in Our Beautiful Neighborhood
By Rick McKelvey

Where We Stand

By Gerry Barr, Treasurer

One of the great joys that I have
As we near the end of the MORGHOA fiscal year 2019,
living in The Meadows on Rio
which goes from May 1, 2018 to April 30, 2019, the
Grande is taking a morning jog with
Association finds itself in a healthy financial position.
my Chocolate Labrador Henry. We
This has been a relative quiet year with no major
leave our house on Via Porto Road
planned expenditures and only a few unexpected events
around 7 am and head to Dulcinea
requiring the use of Misc. Contingency funds. The Board
Park, from there it’s a loop down
would like to express its appreciation to the 104 of 107
Don Quixote, around El Tobosco,
home owners who complied with the Meadows on Rio
then around La Mancha and back
Grande By Laws by submitting their invoiced annual
through the park and home. Often
$290.00 HOA Assessments on time or within the allotted
we venture to the bosque trails and the river. Other times
grace period. A further look at the data shows that 88
we walk east and through the Meadows homes up to Rio
Continued on page 2
Grande. And sometimes we take the ditch
trail to Campbell and on to the bosque. It is
such a nice walking neighborhood and, as
Come to the Meadows on Rio Grande
HOA president, it allows me to regularly see
the state of our area. I know that many of
you do the same as we exchange greetings
on our outings.
In The Meadows it is so nice to see well-kept
homes and yards and to have the common
space landscaped and maintained through
our contract with Heads Up Landscaping.
They really helped us last year with the
numerous tree limbs that keep breaking
off. As I wrote in an earlier column, we
owe thanks to our Landscape Committee
members for their diligence in responding
each time.
As a homeowner, and in my role as HOA
president this past year, I do want to voice
some concerns. As we all know from when
we purchased our homes, MORGHOA has
covenants which we all acknowledged in
the closing documents when we bought into
Continued on page 4

ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, April 28, 2019 at 2:00 pm at Dulcinea Park

• Update yourself on community finances and plans
• Elect Board members
• Enjoy homemade treats
Hope to see you there!
Can’t attend? Send us your proxy
in advance to ensure that we have
a quorum for conducting business.
http://meadowsonriogrande.org/
Governingdocs.htm
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home owner dues were received before 7/31/2018. The
remaining home owners were assessed an additional
late fee of 10% or $29.00 for delayed payment. All 16
late property owners submitted their assessments by
the end of the calendar year, except one owner who had
requested partial payments.
However, there are still two property owners that
continue to reside in the Meadows and enjoy the benefits
of this beautifully maintained neighborhood without
contributing to its welfare and upkeep. Financial liens
have been filed against both of these properties which
will be paid when these individuals sell their homes and
move out of the Meadows. In the meantime, these two
unpaid assessments need to be included in the annual
budget as a line item called Uncollected Reserves. No
additional Liens were initiated during FY19.
During the transition of Treasurers near the end of
FY18 from Michael Friggens to Gerry Barr, Michael
recommended that the large amount of accumulated
uncollected dues from two properties in foreclosure,
where the tenants had already moved away and there
was no chance of any recovery, be written off as
uncollectable. This amounted to $7,081.43 and was
done before the FY19 Budget was approved by the
Board. However, during FY19, the financial institutions
involved in the foreclosures of the two properties did in
fact pay a small portion of the properties uncollected
commitment to the association in the amount of $990.00.
So, not all was lost. In addition, one of the foreclosure
properties of 2017 was resold and occupied during
FY2018 without the knowledge of the present Treasurer
and therefore, no FY19 Assessment Invoice was sent to
the new resident until early March 2019. It is expected
that this new resident will pay their required FY19 annual
dues before the end of our present fiscal year, i.e. April
30, 2019.
Figure 1 is a simplified listing of the MORGHOA actual
Income and Expenses to date, March 14, 2019. In
addition, the column on the right is an educated guess
as to what the final expenses will be on April 30, 2019,
the end of the MORGHOA’s Fiscal Year. It’s always
interesting and educational to do a detailed review of the
past year to determine what has been learned and what
might need to be changed to be more efficient. FY19 has
been a year where the administrative expenses have
remained about the same as past years. However, the
FY19 expenses for the Common Area Maintenance have

been significantly reduced from the past few years where
the HOA took on as least three major projects. These
projects included, 1) a new drip irrigation system for the
extensive landscaping on the HOA property, 2) a major
re-stuccoing of the perimeter walls along Rio Grande
and Los Anayas, and 3) a major tree trimming effort of all
the Cottonwoods along Don Fernando.
A landscape memorial fund has been established in the
name of Mike Friggens, who died in an auto accident
last October. Mike served the MORGHOA as Treasurer
and Chairman of the Landscape Committee for many
years. As a biologist, Mike was the guiding light behind
the planning and implementation of many projects to
beautify our neighborhood common areas. The Board
has received $400.00 to date and is in the process of
designing Mike’s memorial. Contributions to the fund
may be sent payable to the MORGHOA at PO Box
7185, Albuquerque, NM 87194-7185, with the notation
“Friggens Memorial Tree”. Many thanks for those who
have already contributed.
This past year’s experience will be the basis for the
Board’s development of the FY20 Budget that will be
presented for final ratification by the entire Association
membership at the Annual Meeting Picnic on Sunday,
April 28, 2019 at 2:00 PM at Dulcinea Park. The yearly
Assessment is expected to stay the same at $290.00
and therefore, the FY20 Budget is expected to remain
essentially unchanged from last year’s budget. The FY20
budget, shown in Figure 2, will help the Board rebuild
an adequate By Laws mandated Reserves Fund for
future projects and major repairs /replacements to the
MORGHOA’s ever changing infrastructure.
Immediately following the Budget ratification by the
membership, the FY20 Assessment Invoices for the
Common Expenses will be mailed out to all property
owners. According to the By Laws of the MORGHOA,
each member is legally obligated to pay the Board or
the Managing Agent such assessment on the first day
of the new Fiscal Year, i.e. May 1, 2019. The member
assessment obligation is considered delinquent after 90
days, i.e. August 1, 2019. If the assessment is not paid
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after an additional grace period of
30 days, a ten percent late fee will
be added to the assessment after
September 1, 2019.

Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association

FY 2019
May1, 2018 ---April 30, 2019
Statement of Income and Expenses as of March 15, 2019
(MORGHOA Board Meeting March 20, 2019)
MORGHOA Radified Yearly Lot Assessment

$290.00

The Meadows on Rio Grande

Income

Assessments Received (104 at $290.00 per lot)
Transfer & Late Fees
Donation (TVNA $702.00 new landscaping)
Foreclosures Refunds from FY18
Mike Friggens Memorial Fund
Total Income to Date

YTD Expenses Incurred

Adminstrative
Insurance
Fees ( Editing, Printing, PO Box)
Supplies (envelopes, stamps, welcome bags)
Website
Common Area Maintainance
Landscape Maintenance
Landscape (additional work)
Utilities (Water)
Misc Contingency (Wall Repair, Limbs, etc)
Total Budgeted Expenses to Date

Act.3/14/19

Anticipated By 04/30/19

$1,892.00
$511.86
$59.40
$1,080.39

$0.00
$250.00
$66.00
$0.00

$1,892.00
$761.86
$125.40
$1,080.39

$12,377.58
$583.04
$1,345.94
$1,632.41
$19,482.62

$1,032.00
$300.00
$100.00
$1,000.00
$2,748.00

$13,409.58
$883.04
$1,445.94
$2,632.41
$22,230.62

Beginning checkbook balance on 5/1/2018
$8,868.12
Total Income for FY19
$33,371.00
Total Expences to date 3/14/2019
-$19,482.62
MORGHOA Quicken Account balance on 3/14/19
$22,756.50
(It's important that these two accounts match and they do !!)
Bank of America account balance on 3/14/19
$22,756.50
YTD 88 %
FY-19
Act Vs Bud Ant % Used

Budgeted Annual Expenses

Adminstrative
Insurance
Fees ( Editing, Printing, PO Box)
Supplies (envelopes, stamps, welcome bags)
Website
Common Area Maintainance
Landscape Maintenance
Landscape (additional work)
Utilities (Water)
Misc Contingency (Wall Repairs, Limbs, etc)
Reserve Fund for Replacements
Reserves for Uncollectable Assessments
Budgeted Approximate Annual Expenses
New Home Owner (1 Property)

Budgeted Expected Annual Income
Assessments (105 Payers)
Transfer & Late Fees

$1,900.00
$620.00
$320.00
0

99.58%
82.56%
18.56%

99.58%
122.88%
39.19%

$12,600.00
$1,000.00
$2,000.00
$4,000.00
$5,000.00
$2,626.91
$30,066.91

98.23%
58.30%
67.30%
40.81%
0.00
0.00
64.80%

106.43%
88.30%
72.30%
65.81%
0
0
73.94%

$290.00

$30,450.00
$1,000.00
$31,450.00

H O M E O W N E R S A S S O C IAT ION B OARD

Figure 1

Spring 2019

$30,160.00
$919.00
$902.00
$990.00
$400.00
$33,371.00

However, the present Treasurer
would very much appreciate it if
the members would consider the
HOA Assessment as a regular
household bill that needs to be
paid within 30 days of receipt
of Invoice. Please note, the
assessment checks need to be
mailed back to the MORGHOA
Post Office Box listed at the top
of the Invoice and not combined
with your contribution to TVNA,
as the two HOA’s are separate
organizations. Thank You !!

HOA FY19 Inc vs Exp 3-15-19.xls

Rick McKelvey, President and Architectural Committee Member
Jonathan Kevan, Vice President & Landscape Committee Member
Renzo Del Frate, Secretary, Landscape Committee Chair
Gerry Barr, Treasurer
Jim Arndell, Architectural Committee Member
Bob Bednarz, Newsletter Committee Chair
Mary Lou Dobbs, Architectural Review Committee Chair
Terry Price, Landscape Committee Member
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A N N U A L M E E TI N G
Notice and Agenda

The Meadows on Rio Grande

The Annual Meeting of the Meadows on Rio Grande
Homeowners Association (MRGHOA) will be held on
April 28, 2019 at 2 pm at Dulcinea Park.

Spring 2019

Any member interested in serving on the MORGHOA
Board of Directors should contact current President
Rick McKelvey before the Annual Meeting via email:
rick.mckelvey50@gmail.com
This notice satisfies the requirement of providing
notice of the annual meeting as required by the
Association bylaws.
AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER
Roll Call and Introduction of Board Members
Verification of Quorum
APPROVAL OF LAST YEAR’S ANNUAL MEETING
MINUTES
Review of 2018 Meeting Minutes (Minutes are
available at the meeting and on the website)
REPORTS FROM MORGHOA BOARD
2018 overview
Mike Friggens Memorial
TREASURER’S REPORT
Overview of past fiscal year (2018-19)
Approval of fiscal year 2019-20 budget (budget is
available at the meeting and on the website)
ELECTION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Call for nominations
Voting
OTHER BUSINESS
ADJOURNMENT

President’s Column
Continued from page 1
MORGHOA. Those covenants are a big part of how
this neighborhood maintains it attractiveness and our
house values.
The covenants are available to all of us on the MORGHOA
website: www.meadowsonriogrande.org.
Two items need addressing, and they are both clearly
stated in the covenants.
#1 Pet Waste: anyone walking their pet must pick up
pet waste and dispose of it. In particular I notice pet
waste every morning either on the streets or in Dulcinea
Park. MOST neighbors are very good at picking up, but
A FEW DO NOT. This is wrong, a health hazard, and
a nuisance to families and their children (especially in
the park where one would rightly expect to enjoy the
park grounds without encountering pet waste). Pet bags
are supplied in dispensers in Dulcinea Park and at the
entrance to the bosque trail.
Please, whoever is involved, make the effort and use
these to keep our grounds, streets and yards clean. Thank
you. For those too inconsiderate to do so, keep pets on
your own property. This is a fineable offense by the city as
well as an infraction of Meadows covenants.
#2 Visible Trash and Recycling Containers: our
covenants clearly state that these containers are to be
kept out of sight behind a fence or enclosure. Please
comply with this. When anyone of us is selling our
house, it certainly does not help to have prospective
buyers seeing trash containers in driveways.
Again, if anyone has questions about our Meadows
covenants, you can easily review them on the website
cited above. Most importantly, we all should respect
them and keep our neighborhood beautiful for our mutual
enjoyment and return on investment.
On a brighter note, the MORGHOA board of directors has
initiated some social activities. The first was announced in
the TVNA listserv for January 27 and a small group of us
met at Ponderosa Brewing for afternoon refreshments and
socializing. Social committee chair Mary Lou Dodds will
soon announce a second social tentatively planned as a
progressive evening of food and drink in several Meadows
homes. Watch out for the invitation. If you have ideas for
other social gatherings, please contact Mary Lou.
Spring is coming. Our MORGHOA annual meeting will be
on April 28. I look forward to seeing you out and about!
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