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A Fond Farewell

Our FY 2019 Budget

By Rick McKelvey

By Gerry Barr, Treasurer

What can beat stepping out of
your house in the early morning
to the brilliant floating orbs of
vivid colors floating above your
head? Our blue New Mexico sky
is so often populated with iconic
hot air balloons, another of the
great features of living near the
Rio Grande River in the Meadows
neighborhood.

The covenants of the Meadows on Rio Grande
Homeowners Association require that members
(homeowners) be provided with a draft budget for
the following fiscal year at least 10 days prior to the
Annual Meeting, which is scheduled for Sunday,
April 22, 2018. The budget that follows has been
reviewed and approved by the Meadows Board of
Directors for submission to the membership at large.
The budget shows the Board’s best estimate of the
income and expenses we expect to incur during
Continued on page 2

As your interim homeowners association president, I want
to pay tribute to the Nelsons, Jim and Ann, who moved to
a retirement center early this year after 20+
years living on Via Seville in the Meadows.
Jim served yet another term this year as
Come to the Meadows on Rio Grande
president of the association. He and Ann did
many things, some as unknown as faithfully
maintaining the supply of ‘doggie bags’ in
Dulcinea Park, and were always a part of
efforts on behalf of the neighborhood. At our
Sunday, April 22, 2018 at 2:00 pm at Dulcinea Park
last meeting of the association’s board of
directors we passed a unanimous motion
of tribute to the Nelson’s service. We also
• Update yourself on community finances and plans
gave an equal nod to the tireless service of
• Elect Board members
association treasurer Mike Friggens as he
and his family also move to a new home.
• Enjoy homemade treats

ANNUAL MEETING

We are blessed with neighbors who give
their time and energy to maintaining the
beauty and charm of the Meadows and
who plan for its future. I invite you to
consider serving on the board and/or on
a committee for your neighborhood. In
particular, I invite you to save the date,
April 22, for our annual meeting to learn
what is going on, vote for directors, or
step forward to serve yourself.

Hope to see you there!
Can’t attend? Send us your
proxy in advance to ensure
that we have a quorum for
conducting business.
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Our FY 2019 Budget
By Mike Friggens, Treasurer
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Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association
Budget for the Period 1 May 2018 – 30 April 2019
Income

Transfer Fees

$31610
240
1000

Total Income

$32,850

Annual Assessments
Delinquent Payment Assessment

Expense
Heads Up Monthly Charge (12 payments)
Landscaping Repair
Landscape Improvements
Insurance
Irrigation System Depreciation

Miscellaneous Contingency
Newsletter and Web Site
Postage and Office Supplies
State Filing Fee
Water and Sewer
Welcome Baskets
Total Expense
Excess of Income over Expense
Add back Irrigation System Depreciation
Budgeted Increase in Cash Balance

Q

― Avijeet Das

12600
1000
8000
1900
3424
1000
600
120
20
2000
200
$30,864.00
1986
3424
$5410
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A Neighbor’s Trip to the Iberian Peninsula
By Stann Sandoval
Our trip to northern Spain actually began in Lisbon.
There was a buffet dinner that nite, and a long briefing
about the tour.
The following day we toured Lisbon, visiting its
original founding neighborhood, Alfama. Still a mostly
residential area; a maze of twisting, curving, cobble
stoned streets, climbing the steep hillside overlooking
the bay; surrounding a small central praça (plaza). Our
tour took us along the right bank of the Tagus river,
visiting the famed Jeronimo’s (St. Jerome) Monastery
and its associated cathedral. Enroute we observed
the Baixa area with its vast squares filled with statues
and fountains and surrounded by ornate government
buildings. We stopped at several monuments, including
Belem Tower and what may be the most impressive,

the Monument to the Discoverers, also known as the
Mariners Monument. Dedicated to those discoverers
from a time when Portugal was a leading seafaring
nation.
We also visited the royal palace of Queluz, designed
in part after Versailles, but on a smaller scale. Like
Versailles, it had a hall of mirrors, and a quite nice
garden. A reminder that even in the 14th century, life
could be quite luxurious IF your were part of the ruling
class.
On day 3, we visited the SANCTUARY OF OUR LADY
OF THE ROSARY, in Fatima. Yet another Cathedral
built on the site of another miraculous sighting of the
Virgin Mary.
On day 4 we drove to Santiago de Campostela, by way
of the Galician coastline with a stop in Vigo
for lunch. We made another short stop on
the island of Tojo where we were treated to
high tea (or coffee if you preferred) at a 5 star
resort. A beautiful setting with well groomed
grounds and huge hydrangea in full bloom
with blossoms about the size of a basketball.
Then on to Santiago.
We spent 2 nites in Santiago, and the
Continued on page 4
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A Neighbor’s Travel
Continued from page 3
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highlights of the city included a walking tour, mostly
encompassing the cathedral and University of
Santiago. There was
also an excursion to
Coruña.

Spring 2018

In Oviedo we picnic’d
on serrano ham and
local cheeses and
breads purchased at
a supermercado. We visited another cathedral in the
afternoon and for dinner we walked a few blocks to a
small restaurant for churros and thick hot chocolate, a
real Spanish treat.
Next stop, Bilbao. We visited the Guggenheim
Museum, designed by the famous architect Frank
Gehry. The art works within the museum are quite
worthy, but the real attraction is the museum itself.
Then back to San Sebastian for the night.
One of the many featured attractions in San Sebastian
was the Palacio Miramar, a mere summer cottage for
the Royal Spanish Family, built in the late 19th century,
overlooking picturesque La Concha Bay.
Onward to Saragossa, with a stop along the way
in Pamplona. We walked along the Calle Estafeta,
where the famous running of the bulls takes place.
Additionally, there’s a wonderful bronze monument
to this event and large plaza surrounded by beautiful
beautiful buildings.
Our final stop was Barcelona. Certainly its crown jewel
is La Sagrada Familia. It’s the tallest structure in city
and can be seen from just about anywhere.

promenade. Less than a
mile long, it is anchored by
the Christopher Columbus
monument at the south end
near the old port, and at
the north end by the Plaza
(Plaça) de Catalunya which
is considered to be the city
center and the place where
the old city and the new
meet. Shops, boutiques,
galleries, souvenir kiosks,
the old market, restaurants,
side walk cafes, pubs, street entertainers, and much
more attract throngs of locals and tourists alike during
all hours of the day and nite. The influence of Gaudi
is apparent in the structures of other architects seen
throughout Barcelona. But there is also so much
more to see: the Picasso Museum, the chocolate
museum, Pueblo España, the Olympic Village (1992),
Parc de Montjuïc, art museums, the medieval city,
the old port, beaches, plazas, monuments, royal
palaces, the gothic quarter, the Bourgeois Boulevard,
fountains, fantastic architecture, fine dining and tapas
bars, coffee shops and pubs, and still there’s more.
Whether there for a few days, or much longer, there
is no shortage of things to see and do. We only wish
that we had enough time to absorb it all.
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Then there’s Las Ramblas, a wide tree lined pedestrian
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