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This rendering shows a “beauty spot” that could be installed cost-effectively at the entrance to our subdivision as part of the
proposed Common Area Landscape Master Plan.

S H A R E D S PA C E S
Our Landscape Master Plan is Taking Shape
By Mike Friggens, Landscape Committee

The Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners
Association will share the first draft of a proposed
Common Area Landscape Master Plan at our
Annual Meeting on Sunday, April 21. Please join us
to share your ideas about the plan, which is being
developed to guide the upkeep and enhancement
of our Common Area property for years to come.
As residents of the Meadows, we benefit from a
beautiful and mature landscape that sees regular
maintenance and care because of your annual
homeowners association dues. It’s this “Common
Area” with its grand cottonwoods that you see
prominently displayed whenever properties in the
Continued on page 2

Come to the Meadows on Rio Grande

ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, April 21, 2013 at 2:00 pm at Dulcinea Park

Share Your Thoughts on Our Proposed
Landscape Master Plan
• Greet your neighbors
• Elect Board members
• Enjoy homemade treats
Hope to see you there!
If you can’t attend, please
send your proxy with
a neighbor to ensure
we have a quorum for
conducting business.
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This drawing depicts our Common Area landscape as it exists today.

Landscape
Continued from page 1
Meadows, Thomas Village or the Patio Homes go on
the market.
Looking after this shared investment in the Common
Area landscape – especially in a time of diminished
water resources – is the primary responsibility of the
Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association.
Thanks to your HOA dues and the board’s stewardship,
the Common Area has enhanced the value of our homes
and added striking natural beauty to our community. Yet,
while we have made great progress in restoring and
maintaining our shared spaces, we realize that we can do
better. A significant number of the original Common Area
plantings are long gone, while others are not expected to
live for much longer, despite having received good care
since the HOA began maintaining these plantings.
For these reasons, Landscaping Board Chair
Charles White announced in the Spring 2011 issue
of this newsletter that the board would work to
establish a long-range plan for maintenance and
improvement of our shared resource. The plan
now in development reflects the input we received
from homeowners as well as many hours of effort

by board members and the design professionals at
Heads Up, our contracted landscape company.

The board is looking at what it
would take to make improvements a
bit at a time, as funds permit.
Progress Since 2001
Since our all-volunteer board took responsibility for the
Common Area in 2001, we’ve seen several significant
actions to maintain and restore the area’s beauty. Always
working within a limited budget, the Board has arranged
for and overseen major tree trimming and removal as
necessary, restoration of shared exterior walls, inventory
of our Common Area assets, and regular maintenance
and repair of the landscape and irrigation system.
In addition, several low- or medium-water-use trees
and shrubs were planted as part of the plan to establish
new trees in advance of the likely demise of some of
our more diseased or troublesome plantings. And two
more trees were donated and planted in the Common
Continued on page 6
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HO M E SE C U R I T Y
Safeguarding Against Burglars

The Meadows on Rio Grande

By Dick Ruddy

Spring 2013

In recent months we’ve seen an up-tick in
burglaries in the neighborhood. So I sat down
with Lt. Jeremy McRae, the acting commander of
the Albuquerque Police Department North Valley
Substation, and Yvette Garcia, crime prevention
specialist, for a chat about keeping burglars at bay.
Here are a few of the thoughts they passed along.

No home is completely safe from
burglars, but you can minimize the
chances of being burgled.

Lt. Jeremy McRae is the acting commander of APD’s North
Valley Substation.

Nearly 85% of burglaries take place during the day
(7 am to 5 pm). These daylight break-ins are nearly
always preceded by the intruder knocking on your door.
Burglars want to know that no one is home.

If you are home and don’t know the person at your
door, especially if he or she looks suspicious, Lt. McRae
recommends that you ask what they want without
opening the door. Don’t remain silent. If the burglar
thinks no one is home, he or she may simply kick the
door in, resulting in a face-to-face confrontation with a
potentially violent intruder.
When you’re away from home, monitored burglar alarms
are very helpful. The very presence of an alarm system
will deter some burglars. If someone does break in and the
sound of the alarm does not stop them, they will look for
things they can grab quickly. They know they’ll have only
a limited time in your house. Lt. McRae says that with an
alarm blaring, most burglars don’t stay at all.

It’s best to put small valuable items (lap-top
computers, cameras, jewelry and so on) out of sight
to make them more difficult to find.
Two burglaries in the Meadows demonstrate this point. In
the first, the homeowner had an alarm system but it hadn’t
been activated. This gave the burglars adequate time in
silence to take a number of valuable large items.
In the second incident, which occurred in February, the
burglars’ intrusion set off the owner’s alarm. This prompted
a call to the police from the alarm company and another
from the neighbors. The bad guys got away in this case,
too, but with just a few items of inexpensive jewelry.
It used to be that APD handled burglaries as fairly
low-priority crimes, meaning you might have waited a

long time for the police to respond. But Mayor Berry
has changed the status of these crimes to high priority,
according to Lt. McRae, which essentially means that
the police respond immediately. In the second Meadows
burglary, for example, APD even sent the police helicopter.

Night burglaries typically occur when an intruder
has prior knowledge of something particularly
valuable in a house.
These are generally more aggressive burglars, says
Lt. McRae. He recommends lights on timers if you are
gone at night, especially for an extended time. Keeping
your television on with the volume up a notch may
also convince the more cautious burglar to move on.
Leave the curtains in front of your house open just a bit,
but keep the ones in back closed. And if you’re out of
town, be sure to have a neighbor retrieve your mail and
newspaper and put your trash bins away, and encourage
neighbors to use your driveway.
Lt. McRae suggests reinforcing the strike plates on
exterior doors with three-to-four-inch screws rather than
the very short screws they come with. This makes kicking
a door open more difficult. If you have an alarm, be sure to
put stickers on windows to show that you have one.
One final, important suggestion is this: If you see someone
who clearly doesn’t belong – especially someone who
comes to your door – let others know by reporting them on
the list-serve. Don’t know about the list-serve? You should.
Thanks to Thomas Village resident Bruce Mann, we have
probably the best intra-neighborhood communication
system in the city. Your neighbor probably knows about
the TVNA list-serve and can tell you how to sign on.
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P RE S I D E N T ’S C O L U M N
What We Do: A Primer for Those
Considering Meadows Board Service

The Meadows on Rio Grande

By Alvan Romero

Spring 2013

Each year, at least one
member of the Meadows
board of directors completes
his or her term of service,
leaving an empty seat for
another Meadows homeowner
to fill. This year, two out of nine
seats will be vacated in April
and we’ll be looking for new
folks to join our group. On the
chance that you might want
to be one of them, I’d like to
tell you what Meadows board
service is about.
As Meadows homeowners we’re privileged to live in an
exceptionally beautiful community, and the job of the
board is to keep it that way. This involves looking out for
the safety of residents and visitors as well as arranging
for the upkeep of our shared resources – our landscaped
Common Area, the irrigation system that supports it, and
the walls that define the perimeter of our community.
We share these tasks in order to make them manageable for
our volunteer board members, whether working or retired.
This year, for example, several board members worked
together to respond when a motorist knocked down
one of our walls on Don Fernando. They
identified the motorist, obtained repair
bids from contractors, worked with the
driver’s insurance company to file a claim
for compensation, and, when the weather
finally permitted, oversaw the repair.
When concerns arose about vehicles
speeding on Don Fernando, a different
group of the board met with representatives
of APD and the City Engineer’s Office to
explore solutions. They arranged for traffic
monitoring on Don Fernando, then circled
back with the City to discuss the findings.
Together with the City’s consultants, they
weighed the options – speed bumps,
road striping, signage and others – and
ultimately chose signage as the most
feasible solution for our circumstances.

They’re currently working to enhance our existing signage
while remaining open to other approaches.
Repair of the City-owned walking/biking path that runs
along Don Fernando is another issue we’ve been
addressing. For this project, Stann Sandoval, our board’s
immediate past president, is working with a committee
of board members to enlist the City’s help in getting the
repair process underway. You should be seeing City crews
at work on the path soon, thanks to their efforts.
Keeping you informed about our activities is another of the
board’s jobs, and we do it mostly through this newsletter.
One of our board members works with a committee to put
out four newsletter issues per year.
Board members aren’t compensated for their service,
but each of us derives satisfaction from knowing that our
efforts help to maintain the community we enjoy.
As my year as president comes to a close, I offer thanks
to my fellow board members for all they have done to
address our community’s issues. Diana Garcia, our vice
president, has been especially helpful to me, stepping up
many times to attend to different matters when my work
has taken me out of the country. Thanks to this great
group, I’m looking forward to starting my fifth year on the
board in May, serving as immediate past-president.
I hope you’ll consider joining us. While it is good to get
to know your fellow neighbors, this is often difficult to do
in our fast-paced world. Serving a few hours every two
months on the board offers you this opportunity.
Board Elections will take place at the Annual Meeting
on Sunday, April 21, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. at Dulcinea Park.

Please join us in congratulating Norma and Gene Finch, who
celebrated 65 years of marriage earlier this year. The couple marked
their happy occasion with a cruise.
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T RE AS URE R’S R E PORT
Where We Stand

The Meadows on Rio Grande

By Murl Moore

Spring 2013

A RC H I T E C T U R A L R E V I E W
Sprucing Up for Spring? Contact Us First
By Sue Milovina, Chair
Architectural Review Committee

Now that spring has arrived, renovating and repairs
will be on all our agendas. The Architectural Review
Committee reminds Meadows owners to please read
your HOA covenants before making any changes to
the physical appearance of your home. Whether you’re
considering a new stucco or trim color, doors or gates of a
new style, or other such alterations, remember to submit
the ARC application for review and approval before you
start. For a copy of the application, go to the home page
of meadowsonriogrande.org and click the Architectural
Review Committee link on the left side of the page.
The approval process usually takes about a week to
complete, especially if permits and plans are involved.
Be sure to factor in this added time requirement when
planning your improvements. The ARC makes every
effort to respond promptly to your requests, but we’re not
able to provide next-day service since, as volunteers, we
are also busy with other obligations.
Thank you very much for your cooperation. We wish you
a happy and busy spring!

As we approach the start of
a new fiscal year on May 1,
the Meadows on Rio Grande
Homeowners Association
board of directors happily
reports that 108 out of 109 homeowners have paid
their assessments in full for the current fiscal year.
Your funds have been carefully managed by our allvolunteer board throughout the year to handle such
things as repair of the walls along Don Fernando,
replacement of old and dead trees, and routine as
well as seasonal care of our entrance roadway.
Checkbook Balance on 5/1/12
Total FY 2012-13 Assessment Income thru 3/15/13
Other income (insurance claim, TVNA, Farmers
settlement)
Funds Available

$14,110.79
26,150.00
3,673.77

Less: FY 2012-13 Operating Expenses thru 3/15/13
Remaining Funds Available

22,562.62
21,411.94

43,934.56

In thinking about the next fiscal year, it’s useful to
remember that much of our community is approaching
20 years old. Your board of directors is in the process
of planning for the work that will be needed as our
facilities continue to age. As always, our goal is
to ensure that our budget planning reflects these
continuing costs.
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The Meadows on Rio Grande

their best recommendations for a plan that can carry
our homeowners association years into the future. The
contributions they have made come at no extra cost to
the association.

Spring 2013

“Each generation takes the earth as
trustees. We ought to bequeath to
posterity as many forests and orchards as
we have exhausted and consumed.”
J. Sterling Morton, founder of Arbor Day

The draft plan that Heads Up worked with us to create
targets specific areas that can be developed over the
years as “beauty spots.” Building upon our current
landscaping, the plan outlines a plant “palette” that
respects regional water limitations and can be followed
to establish these spots over time. It also spells out
guidelines for the replacement and improvement of our
aging and inefficient irrigation system, care for our trees,
and touch-up of the gravel underlayment.
The draft plan identifies “beauty spots” that could be
developed over the years as our shared funds permit.

Landscape
Continued from page 2
Area by Dick Ruddy and Charles White as anniversary
gifts to their wives, Mary and Linda.
Moving Forward from Here
Beyond efficiently maintaining our Common Area, the
board is looking at what it would take to enhance our
shared landscape with a somewhat more exacting,
colorful plan that could be implemented a bit at a time,
as our shared funds permit. Over the span of, say, five
to 10 years, we could improve the look of our property in
ways that would fit with the style of the North Valley while
also contributing something new to the area’s beauty.
The Landscape Master Plan is the blueprint to get us
there. It’s envisioned as a flexible guide that would lay
out modest, water-wise enhancement options in keeping
with professional landscaping standards, while factoring
in the unplanned expenses we’ve come to expect (for
example, when plants mature and die or our irrigation
system requires repair or replacement).
We are grateful to the folks at Heads Up for investing
considerable time, expertise and creativity to lay out

What Happens Next
Your opinions are crucial. To lend your voice, please
attend the Annual Meeting of the Meadows on Rio
Grande Homeowners Association on April 21 at 2 pm in
Dulcinea Park, where drawings, a draft vision statement
and plan phases will be on display. You may also contact
Mike Friggens (259-9077) or Charles White (242-1558)
with your comments.

A Quick View

The Proposed Landscape Master Plan
The plan includes these elements:
• Inventory and assessment of existing physical
infrastructure, including water system, paths, gravel,
walls, and plantings
• A set of scale drawings (plans) including parcels, walls,
irrigation system specifications and existing plantings
• A vision for landscape development beyond (but
including) our existing maintenance program and
plantings, incorporating water-wise standards
and a professionally designed Southwestern
style to compliment our architecture and
harmonize with North Valley aesthetics
• Suggestions and specifications for phases of the plan
that could be implemented in a given year’s available
budget, including estimated cost breakdowns
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