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Your

IN  ME M O R I A M

Remembering Tim Lewis
By Gayle Vance

The Meadows lost a great neighbor and friend with the 
very sudden passing of Tim Lewis on Feb. 19 at Sandia 
Peak Ski Area. He was 58 years old.

Tim was one of the Meadows’ first residents. He and his 
wife, Cindy, bought their property in the early 90s, before 
our subdivision was a neighborhood. There weren’t even 
any streets at the time – just dirt. 

“It was a big leap for us back then, but we really wanted to 
build a home here,” says Cindy, one of our homeowners 
association’s first presidents. “Tim knew it was going to be 
a special place.”

You couldn’t have asked for a nicer neighbor. The Chicago 
native was always quick to lend a hand with whatever 
needed doing, or to call you if you accidentally left your 
garage door open. He was that kind of guy.

TR E A S U R E R ’ S  RE P O R T

Where We Stand
By Murl Moore

Publication of your newsletter 
finds The Meadows on 
Rio Grande Homeowners 
Association approaching the 
end of our current fiscal year, 
which runs May 1-April 30. Income and expenses 
through 3/28/2012 and projections through 4/30/2012 
are as follows:

Beginning Checkbook Balance May 1, 2011 
Total FY 2011 Assessment Income thru 3/28/12 
Contribution From TVNA 
 Total Funds Available 
 
FY 2011-12 Operating Expenses thru 3/28/12 
 Est operating expenses 4/1/12-4/30/12 
 (including annual insurance) 
 
FY 2011-12 Total End FY Operating Expenses (est) 
FY 2011-12 Wall repair, tree care, miscellaneous 
landscaping (est) 
 Total Assets projected to 4/30/2012

$7,951 
26,332 

1,152 
35,435 

 
14,376 

2,800 
17,176 

 
17,176 

8,259 
 

10,000 
35,435

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

Come to the Meadows on Rio Grande

ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, April 22, 2012 

2:00 pm 
Dulcinea Park

• Greet your neighbors
• Lend your voice
• Elect Board members
• Enjoy homemade treats

Hope to see you there!
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HO M E O W N E R S  AS S O C I A T I O N  BO A R D  ME M B E R S
Stann Sandoval, President 228-3611 stann.wendy@yahoo.com
Diana Garcia, Vice President 604-1674 dianagarciare@comcast.net
Alvan Romero, Secretary 350-1933 aromero8@comcast.net
Murl Moore, Treasurer 764-8489 murlmoore@comcast.net
Sue Milovina, ARC Chair 603-425-3901 suedraw@gmail.com
Dick Ruddy, Newsletter Chair 242-3093 rruddy@comcast.net
Gene Vance, Legal Counsel 244-9046 gene@vancefirm.com
Charles White, Landscape Chair 242-1558 cwhite.lwhite@gmail.com
John Woosley, TVNA Liaison 797-1226 woosley.john@gmail.com

TH E  BI G  PI C T U R E

Another Reason to Recycle
If you aren’t diverting any of 
your trash away from our city’s 
overcrowded landfills, here’s 
something that could help change 
your mind: The City of Albuquerque 
has been employing homeless 
individuals to sort our recyclables 

so they can be shipped to manufacturing facilities in 
Albuquerque, the Southwest region and beyond.

A partnership between the City of Albuquerque and St. 
Martin’s Hospitality Center, a local homeless shelter, makes 
this possible. The arrangement provides some of our city’s 
neediest citizens with the opportunity to earn a reasonable 
wage, reacquaint themselves with the work world, and 
perhaps gain some hope for a productive future. 

Still not interested in recycling? Please consider:

• Through recycling, more than 60 tons of garbage 
are saved from Albuquerque’s landfill every day to 
be turned into something new. That’s good, but it’s a 
pittance compared to the 1,800 tons of trash our city 
generates every day – much of which is recyclable.

• The manufacturing of new products requires energy. 
If these materials are reused or recycled instead of 
being disposed of at landfills, less energy will be used, 
saving scarce resources. For example, the production 
of an aluminum can from recycled metal uses 95% 
less energy than a can produced from raw aluminum. 

Everything you need to know about recycling is available 
by calling 761-8100 or going to www.cabq.gov/solidwaste/
recycling. For the sake of our grandchildren, please give it 
a try. 

-- Compiled and adapted by Diana Garcia from the City of 
Albuquerque’s website

OU R  CO M M O N  SP A C E S

Sprucing Up for Spring
By Charles White, Landscape Chair

By now, you’ve probably seen that The Meadows’ 
perimeter walls are being repaired and painted a uniform 
color. Chuck Gonzales Plaster and Repair Company, 
which did similar work for us in 2008, is working very 
cooperatively with your Board of Directors to provide this 
excellent service. We’ll be continuing to monitor the walls 
once the work is complete. 

With the coming of spring, we will begin some new 
planting in areas where older trees or shrubs will 
eventually have to be removed. We hope to have an 
overlapping period of three to five years in which new 
plantings can become established before any other 
changes need to be made.

Our goal is an investment in The Meadows that will 
provide lovely vistas for years to come.  Please let me 
know if you have any landscaping suggestions you 
would like your Board of Directors to consider. You can 
reach me at 242-1558 or cwhite.lwhite@gmail.com.

Your assessments help keep our walls in good repair.
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Meadows gardeners, your season is almost here!

PR E S I D E N T ’ S  CO L U M N

The Annual Meeting and Why You 
Should Be There
By Stann Sandoval

It’s time once again to mark 
your calendars for the Annual 
Meeting of the Meadows on 
Rio Grande Homeowners 
Association, set for Sunday, 
April 22 at 2:00 pm. The 
meeting will be held at its usual 
location in Dulcinea Park, with 
board members and others 
contributing some really good 
snacks for your enjoyment.

Our annual get-together will take place a bit earlier than in 
previous years. We’re aligning the meeting to more closely 
coincide with the fiscal year of the Association, which runs 
from May 1 to April 30. Terms of the directors also run on 
the same fiscal calendar. 

The Annual Meeting is important for a couple of reasons. 
First, it’s at this meeting that the budget for the forthcoming 
year is presented and voted upon. Last year, assessment 
fees were increased to meet the maintenance needs of our 
aging landscaping and common-area walls. Although we 
see no need to increase the assessment this time around, 
you’ll still get to see the Association’s balance sheet and 
vote on the proposed new budget. You’ll also hear more 
about your Association’s board and how your assessment 
fees are used.

The second Annual Meeting “biggie” is the nomination and 
election of directors to the Board. We’re always looking 
for new members because they bring different ideas and 
better ways of doing things. While a willingness to accept 
responsibility is important, the requirements for the job are 
really pretty basic. We need individuals who are comfortable 
making a commitment and who can regularly attend our 
bi-monthly meetings, held on the fourth Wednesday of each 
odd-numbered month. Meetings begin at 6:30 pm so that 
employed people can attend. We rotate among members’ 
homes and typically meet for a couple of hours – which 
includes a social break for coffee and snacks.

If you’re interested in serving on the board, just contact any 
board member. You’ll find our email addresses and phone 
numbers listed in this newsletter. You can also volunteer at 
the Annual Meeting. Don’t forget, April 22, 2:00 pm at the 
park. We hope to see you there.

Tim made his living as a quality systems professional, but 
his biggest passion – aside from Cindy – was skiing. He 
caught the bug at a very young age, perhaps because 
his parents drove him each weekend from Chicago’s 
working-class South Side to an affluent Chicago suburb for 
ski lessons. The Lewises figured it was a good way to elevate 
their son’s childhood and expose him to possibilities outside 
the neighborhood. They probably never dreamed their 
son would grow up to be a highly accomplished skier and 
professional ski instructor, devoting 25-plus years to teaching 
kids how to ski safely and in control. 

Since Tim’s passing, Cindy has been hearing from some 
of those kids, along with others whose lives were touched 
by Tim. She has also received generous support from 
many of our neighbors. Cindy thanks all of you for your  
kindnesses – and she wants you to know that they have 
helped make this terrible loss a little easier to bear.

Continued from page 1
Remembering Tim Lewis

The Meadows Homeowners Association offers thanks to 
our neighbors in TVNA, whose contribution (shown on 
page 1) greatly helps our budget.

You will read elsewhere in this newsletter about the 
ongoing repairs to our perimeter walls, which have been 
made possible by your assessments.  We appreciate 
your prompt payment since this makes possible the 
consistent upkeep of our beautiful community.  

The association anticipates sending assessment notices 
early in May for the coming fiscal year, with payment due 
within 30 days.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to email me at murlmoore@comcast.net

Continued from page 1
Treasurer’s Report
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CL O S E  TO  HO M E

YO U R  NE W S L E T T E R  TE A M
Dick Ruddy, Editor and Photographer
Gayle Vance, Managing Editor
Ann Gleason, Design/Layout

North Valley Native Opens “Stitchology”
Albuquerque’s newest sewing 
parlor and fabric boutique is 
open to serve you – and it’s 
within easy walking distance of 
the Meadows. 

Stitchology, says owner Melisa 
Hart, is a place to pick up new 
sewing skills in an atmosphere 
of camaraderie and mutual 
support. It’s a welcoming 
space where you can hang out 

and chat with “fellow textile junkies” or shop for difficult-
to-find fabrics, patterns, notions and books. 

You can also take a sewing class regardless of your skill 
level, or simply drop in to rent their equipment. Stitchology 
is stocked with just about everything you could need for 
fashion or home-decorating sewing projects. 

Melisa, a North Valley native, started sewing at the age 
of 5 and never stopped. In college, she double-majored 
in fashion design and sociology and discovered she had 
a gift for teaching. She put that gift to use at a handful 
of local fabric stores before opening her cozy little shop. 
Melisa also previously owned and ran Hart Designs, a 
small fashion design and custom sewing business that 
specialized in bridal wear. 

Stitchology is cute as can be and Melisa is super-
friendly, so a welcome-to-the-neighborhood visit is 
recommended. The store is conveniently located in 
the La Montanita Food Co-op shopping center on 
Rio Grande.

Stitchology

2400 Rio Grande Blvd. NW 242-3288 
stitchologyabq.com 
Open: Tue-Fri 10 am to 6 pm and Sat 10 am to 5 pm 
Closed Sun and Mon

NE I G H B O R S

News from Old Town Farm!
Remember Old Town Farm? Located just to the south of 
us, the farm is now accepting subscribers for the upcoming 
growing season – but just 30 slots are available, so hurry! 
Non-subscribers will also be able to buy produce from 8 am 
to Noon on Fridays and Sundays, or on Saturdays at the 
Downtown Growers Market. New this year: Customers who 
walk or bike to the farm on Sunday mornings will get to relax 
with breakfast, WiFi and the New York Times under the 
shade of a tree! For info, call Linda Thorne at 764-9116. 

Melisa Hart owns and runs Stitchology.

We’re all invited to Linda Thorne’s Old Town Farm.


