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YourYour
Homeowners NewsHomeowners News

FR O M  tH E  PR E S I D E N T

By Sarah Bednarz

The wind is howling, allergies 
are rampant, fruit trees are 
blooming, the cranes are 
leaving. Spring is here and 
time for another Meadows on 
Rio Grande HOA newsletter.

Annual Meeting
Spring also means it is time 
for our Annual Meeting. This 
year the Meadows Annual 
Meeting will be Sunday, April 

16, in Dulcinea Park, at 2:00 p.m. In this newsletter 
is the agenda for the meeting, the minutes from last 
year’s meeting which will need approval on April 16, 
and a very important document, a proxy form. In order 
to hold an official meeting we must have a quorum of 
residents present and a number of signed proxy forms 
granting the Board permission to vote on a resident’s 
behalf. If you are not able to attend the meeting, please 
complete the proxy and mail it to the address on the 
form. You can also deliver it to a neighbor you know will 
attend the meeting. But please plan on attending. It is 
always fun to see neighbors. Well-behaved dogs and 
children are welcomed as well. 

Update on Landscaping
The Board is pleased to announce that we have 
contracted with Proscape Landscapes owned by 

Continued on page 8

WHAT WE LOVE & WHAT WE DON’T LIKE

By Sarah Bednarz

In my year as president I have had the opportunity 
to interact with many residents of our neighborhood, 
including TVNA. We pet each other’s dogs, inquire 
about feral cats, watch out when groceries or FedEx are 
misdelivered, enjoy the chatter of children playing, wave 
at cars to slow down, express sympathy at stolen cars 
and other mishaps. We look after each other, and care. 

That said, there are some things I have heard repeatedly 
about our area that I will share here, in the hopes that 
we might be able to think of solutions together. Think of 
this as a Letterman-style Top 10 (but only five) List, in no 
particular order:

Dog Poop—I have received emails complaining about 
dog waste in the streets, in the park, and in peoples’ 
yards. We have good access to free disposal bags 

Come to the Meadows on Rio Grande

ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, April 16, 2023 at 2:00 pm at Dulcinea Park

• Update yourself on community finances and plans
• Elect Board members
• Enjoy homemade treats

Hope to see you there!
Can’t attend? Send us your 
proxy in advance to ensure 
that we have a quorum for 
conducting business.

meadowsonriogrande.org
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HO M E O W N E R S  AS S O C I A T I O N  BO A R D

LE T  TH E R E  BE  LI G H T

If a streetlight goes out on your street, what should you 
do? Alas, calling the Meadows Board about it will not get 
it replaced. But here is how to report a streetlight outage, 
according to the Road Warrior feature, written by D’Val 
Westphal in the Albuquerque Journal:

The best way to report a streetlight is out is to go to 
PNM.com/streetlights and fill out the outage report 
online form. All stakeholders who own streetlights are 
connected in the system that is called SORT, which 
is the system customers report to. The owner of the 
streetlight will be notified and the process of getting that 
light back on begins. 

Customers can also call PNM at 1-888-342-5766 
(888-DIAL-PNM) to report the outage. A customer 
service representative will verify the location of the light 
and enter the report into SORT.

Sarah Witham Bednarz, President
Stann Sandoval, Vice President
Alvan Romero, Secretary
Gerry Barr, Treasurer
Renzo Del Frate, Director & Chair, Landscape Committee
Elizabeth De Witt, Director
Aaron Barress, Director
Gene Vance, Director and Chair, ARC
Charles White, Liaison to TVNA

Enrique Hinojosa as our new provider. You may 
recall that our previous service, Yellowstone, raised 
their rates to us by 25 percent in November despite 
a contract that limited any annual increase by three 
percent. In addition, many residents and Board 
members felt that Yellowstone was not giving us the 
level of service that we wished for and had received 
in the past. Chair of the Landscape Committee Renzo 
Del Frate and Treasurer Gerry Barr worked tirelessly to 
identify new landscape services, interviewed a number 
of companies, and made site visits to areas under 
maintenance by the companies under consideration. 
In the end, Proscape appeared to be the best choice. 
Again, neighbors have commented at how much better 
the common areas are looking already. The Proscape 
contract gives us new opportunities to resume efforts 
to restore existing shrubs, trees, and other vegetation, 
to develop a new comprehensive landscape plan, and 
to plant gift trees. Please see the story on our arbor 
campaign elsewhere in this newsletter.

Good Walls
As an adaptation of Robert Frost’s admonition on good 
fences, we can say in the Meadows, good walls make 
good neighbors and a very attractive neighborhood. 
Many new residential developments do not have walls in 
their plans, opting for a more open appearance or, more 
likely, trying to avoid the expense, since walls are costly 
to maintain. The Board has rolling plans for common wall 
upkeep and we are just now completing an extensive 
update to the wall from Rio Grande to Dulcinea Park, 
along Don Fernando. Perez Plastering has been our 
provider for these services, managing to squeeze in work 

Continued from page 1
From the President

Continued on page 8
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I. Call to order. 
• Roll call and introduction/identification of Board 

Members and homeowners participating in 
MRGHOA Annual General Membership Meeting. 

• Verification of quorum (Members present 
and number of official signed and dated 
proxies in possession of Board acting 
secretary to equal 17 or more). 

II. Review and approval of last year’s 
general membership meeting minutes 
(April 24, 2022 Annual General 
Membership Meeting Minutes) 
• Reports from MRGHOA Board and/

or committee chairs

• Brief review of significant items during the 
2022 Fiscal Year (2022-2023) by MRGHOA 
President (Sarah Bednarz, President)

• Newsletter/website committee update 
(Sarah Bednarz, Committee Chair and Stann 
Sandoval, MRGHOA Vice President)

• Architectural Committee update (Gene 
Vance, Committee Chair)

• Landscape Committee update (Renzo 
Del Frate, Committee Chair and Elizabeth 
DeWitt, Committee Vice-Chair)

IV. Treasurer’s Report (Gerry Barr, 
Treasurer)
• Treasurer’s report for FY ’23 (May 1, 

2022 through most current date)

• Review of planned FY ’24 (May 1, 2023 
to April 30, 2024) MRGHOA Budget

• Ratification of FY’24 budget by homeowners

V. Election of Board of Directors.
• Call for nominations. Acceptance of Nomination(s).

• Voting on Nominee(s).

VI. Other business

VII. Adjournment

Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association, INC. 
Annual General Membership Meeting Agenda (April 16, 2023 at 2 p.m.)
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Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association, INC. 
Annual General Membership Meeting Minutes (April 24, 2022 at 2 p.m.)
I. Call to order by President Romero at 2:16 p.m. 
• Roll call and introduction/identification of Board 

Members and homeowners participating in 
MRGHOA Annual General Membership Meeting.

• Attending: Thirteen homeowners present, 
six members of the Board (Barr, Sandoval, 
Vance, Romero, Bednarz, Barress)

• Verification of quorum (17 members present 
and number of official signed and dated proxies 
in possession of Board acting secretary). 

• Review of last year’s general membership meeting 
minutes, April 18, 2021, motion to approve 
Bednarz, second by White, unanimous vote.

II. Reports from MRGHOA Board and/or committee chairs
• Brief review of significant items during the 

2021 Fiscal Year (2021-2022) by MRGHOA 
President (Alvan Romero, President)

• Romero noted that much of the past year’s 
activities have focused on restoring common 
area landscaping, repairing and upgrading 
the irrigation system, removing problematic 
trees, and working with the City to repair the 
trail between Rio Grande Blvd. and Dulcinea 
Park. It was announced that Richard Eyre 
will join the Restoration Committee

• Newsletter/website committee update 
(Sarah Bednarz, Committee Chair and Stann 
Sandoval, MRGHOA Vice President)

• Bednarz reported that the newsletter is 
available on the HOA website (https://
meadowsonriogrande.org) as a PDF. HOA 
Dues requests this year will include a request 
for an email address for which residents 
are responsible so the newsletter can be 
distributed both in a paper copy and by 
email attachment. This is to measure interest 
in moving to an all-online newsletter.

• Architectural Review Committee update 
(Gene Vance, Committee Chair)

• Vance reminded residents that any changes 
to the appearance, footprint, or landscaping of 
houses should be submitted in writing for review 
by the ARC. The form has been revised and is 
available on the HOA website. Procedures for 
approval now include a site visit by ARC members 
to better envision planned changes. There have 
been around six applications so far this year.

• Landscape Committee update (Renzo 
Del Frate, Committee Chair and Elizabeth 
DeWitt, Committee Vice-Chair)

• Sandoval, subbing for Del Frate and DeWitt, 
reported that the landscaping maintenance 
contract was renewed with Yellowstone after an 
exhaustive RFP process. Renewal again is 1 
November 2022. Yellowstone has improved their 
service and assisted in planting replacement 
shrubs and trees at the entrance on Rio Grande 
and Don Fernando. Irrigation repairs and 
expansion continues as we move from four to 
six irrigation zones. Sandoval also reminded 
residents of the program to donate monies for 
trees; each donation of $400 is matched by the 
HOA by $200 to allow a $600 tree to be planted.

• Ruddy, chair of the Restoration Committee, 
reported on progress in replacing the 
broken asphalt trail with crusher fines 
for which the City took responsibility. 

IV. Treasurer’s Report (Aaron Barress, Treasurer)
• Treasurer’s report for FY ’22 (May 1, 

2021 through most current date)

• Review of planned FY ’23 (May 1, 2022 
to April 30, 2023) MRGHOA Budget

• Ratification of FY’23 budget by homeowners, 
moved by Sandoval, seconded by Sue 
Pierce, unanimous approval.

V. Election of Board of Directors.
• There are no open positions on 

the Board of Directors.

• In a Board meeting following the Annual Meeting, 
elections for officers for 2022-2023 were 
held. The proposed slate is Sarah Bednarz, 
President; Stann Sandoval as Vice-President; 
and Alvan Romero as secretary. Vance moved 
approval, Sandoval seconded, unanimously 
approved. A June meeting will be scheduled.

VI. Other business
• New residents Elizabeth Radcliffe and Rich 

McCarty thanked everyone for the Welcome 
Basket from the HOA arranged by Diana Garcia.

 Adjournment at 3:41 p.m.
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Y O U R  N E W S L E T T E R  T E A M

Dick Ruddy, Photos
Sarah Bednarz, Newsletter Editor
Ann Gleason, Design/Layout

Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association, INC. 
Annual General Membership Meeting (April 16, 2023 at 2 p.m. | Dulcinea Park)

Note: You may submit this proxy form by mailing to the address listed at the bottom of this page or 
by sending it as an email attachment once signed (either digitally or after scanning) to president@
meadowsonriogrande.org with the subject line: [last name] Proxy.

I/We hereby appoint___________________________________* as proxy to represent me/us at the 
annual meeting of the Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association, Inc. with the power to vote on 
my/our behalf on all matters that may come before the Annual Meeting. In order to be eligible to vote (or 
assign your vote by proxy you must be a homeowner in good standing. Each unit is entitled to one vote 
or proxy.

SIGNATURE       DATE

NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

STREET ADDRESS (ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87104)

In the event there is no quorum at the April 16, 2023 meeting, this proxy will be valid for subsequent 
annual meetings called within 100 days of the date of execution.

*If this space is left blank, the proxy will be given to the meeting’s presiding member of the current Board 
of Directors to vote on your behalf.

This proxy is revocable and will be invalid if the owner attends the meeting. 

If assigned to an individual, the individual must be an owner in good standing.

Mail To:

Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association 
PO Box 7185 
Albuquerque, NM 87194-7185

PROXY
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DO N ’ T  FO R G E T  TH E  AR C

By Gene Vance, Chair Architectural Review Committee

It’s Spring, and Summer will be here right away. The 
weather is warmer, and we are back to near normal 
conditions. It may be time for those repairs and 
renovations we put off. You have a plan, you have a 
budget, you have a contractor. Is there anything you 
forgot? Maybe you forgot us, your neighbors on the 
Architectural Review Committee (ARC). 

Your HOA covenants require you to run any changes 
to the outside appearance of you home by the ARC 
first so that we can all be sure the change fits with the 
Meadows on Rio Grande covenants (available online 
at https://meadowsonriogrande.org). Whether you’re 
considering a new stucco or trim color, doors or gates 
of a new style, or outside air conditioning units or other 
alterations to the exterior, remember to submit the ARC 
application for review and approval before you start. 

For a copy of the application, go to the home page of 
meadowsonriogrande.org and click the Architectural 
Review Committee link on the left side of the page. 

The covenants allow up to 30 days for the approval 
process but we try to be much quicker than that. Be sure 
to factor in this added time requirement when planning 
your improvements. We are volunteers, and we cannot 
usually provide next-day service. We are revising our 
form to allow you to fill in the pdf document on your 
computer. We prefer an all-electronic request with 
supporting documentation scanned or attached, because 
we do not have a permanent office with physical storage. 

I think your board and the ARC have made this 
process is about as easy as possible, and everyone 
appreciates the need to keep our homes updated. 
Have a happy spring!
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TR E A S U R E R ’ S  RE P O R T

By Gerry Barr, Treasurer
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Continued from page 2
From the President

and places to throw them away, and yet—Someone 
suggested surveillance cameras in Dulcinea as a way 
to keep that area clean. If you have any ideas, beyond 
public shaming of certain people, please share. 

Garbage Cans—Our covenants specify that 
garbage cans, “…shall be kept in enclosed areas and 
not exposed to public view, except when placed at 
curbside on the day of scheduled trash collection.” It 
is not always convenient to have the trash receptacles 
hidden. However, this is a point of conflict between some 
residents. Please be mindful of the covenants.

Accessory Buildings—The Architectural Review 
Committee receives reports about pre-fabricated 
buildings in yards in the Meadows. The covenants do 
not allow them and up to this point, no action has been 
taken. But be cognizant that they are not allowed, along 
with clotheslines, chickens, ducks, or any livestock. 

Speeding—There are a number of cars and trucks 
that speed through our streets on a regular basis. 
Lots of people, young and old, walk and bike through 
the Meadows and TVNA on their way to the Bosque 
with children and dogs. The speed limits are clearly 
posted at 25 m.p.h. Some of our streets curve in a 
way that makes it difficult to see cars coming when 
crossing, especially if they are moving very fast. Keep 
this in mind yourself and do wave down people who 
are clearly exceeding reasonable speeds. Do we need 
traffic calming in our area? 

Stop Signs—Related, in part, to speeding is the 
tendency to roll through stop signs in the neighborhood. 
Some people are very conscientious about coming to a 
full stop; many more of us are just moving through with 
little awareness of pedestrians. Many of us are older and 
do not hear or see that well. In addition, electric vehicles 
are quiet. Let’s try to be respectful of walkers and 
bicyclists by obeying the stop signs with a full stop.

Continued from page 1
What We Love & What We Don’t Like

between bouts of cold weather. The project has been 
managed by Elizabeth DeWitt and Renzo Del Frate. Say 
thanks to them when you see them!

Fiscal Responsibility
The Board has the responsibility to budget carefully while 
also keeping our common areas attractive. This year 
maintaining our irrigation system has been a concern. The 
installation of the new pathway by the City has led to a 
need to repair leaks in portions of the system along Don 
Fernando. The amount of drip coming from the many heads 
was increased to compensate for low rainfall amounts 
and high temperatures as vegetation appeared stressed. 
Consequently, the water bill for the Meadows increased 
significantly in the last year. We also had a need for tree 
trimming and limb removal from professional arborists which 
cost more than $3000. Soon, we will have to back-flow test 
both irrigation valves, a cost of about $300. The contract 
with Proscape is approximately $200 more a month than 
our previous provider, a yearly total of nearly $17,500.

This is all to say that the Board is in the position of 
having to make some very significant decisions about 
funding projects and the possibility of setting higher 
dues. The Board meets again on March 21 and at that 
time will carefully examine all our options. We may 
have little choice but to raise dues. All residents of 
the Meadows should be aware that Board members 
provide a lot of sweat equity which act to keep our 
dues relatively low. Crews of us have cleared limbs, 
picked up trash, spent hours balancing our accounts, 
arranging for stucco-work, interviewing landscapers, 
getting back-flows tested—the list goes on. 

Join the Board
Advertising the work Board members do to keep our 
HOA going might not be the best way to recruit new 
Board members but my argument is that it is important 
for residents to understand that civic participation is 
key to our association’s campaign to keep costs down. 
We have two open slots for new Board members so 
please consider volunteering to run. The Board meets 
every other month for two hours. We especially need 
our younger neighbors to participate. Please?

Welcome Baskets
Finally, a note of thanks again to Diana Garcia for being the 
Welcome Woman for so long. And a giant thanks to Stann 
Sandoval for volunteering to take over as Welcome Man.


