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M E S S A G E F R O M T H E P RE SID E NT
By Alvan Romero, President
My fellow neighbors,
This past year has been a
very trying time, both around
the world, across the United
States and here at the local
level. All of us that reside here
on Earth, have been subject
to much stress and anxiety,
bringing much fear to many of
us. By now, coronavirus has
Alvan Romero,
spread to almost every corner
President, 2020-2021
of our Earth. There are still a
few pocket areas where this
terrible virus has not shown itself. Currently there are
three astronauts in space, American Chris Cassidy
(Commander of the flight) and two Russian Flight
Engineers Anatoly Ivanishin and Ivan Vagner, who have
been in space 168 days as of September 24, 2020.
Perhaps these space travelers are safe from the virus.
The rest of us, here on Earth, must be most careful in all
that we do and be cautious in all contacts that we make.
Our lives have changed like never before, at least in my
lifetime (I am 69 and a half years old).
Much disagreement exists how one should live their
life under the current situation. The one constant that
I believe all of you will agree with is that we all should
treat each other with civility, respect and be polite to
each other. To that end, our very small development
of 109 lots, with 108 homes built in this development
was fortunate enough to have had some very
industrious and forward-thinking folks who lived here
early on in the 1990s, that recruited over 75% of the
inhabitants at Meadows on Rio Grande to sign off on
Bylaws that would serve as the foundation to govern
our small development.
Fast forward at the Meadows to 2020, the current
Continued on page 8

T RE ASURE R’S R E PORT
Where We Stand
By Gerry Barr, Treasurer

This fiscal year, which started on May 1, 2020, has
been very similar to the past several years with one
major exception. This was the freak storm in early
September that ripped more than a dozen large
limbs from our 42 Cottonwoods. In response, the
Landscaping chairperson, Renzo Del Frate, organized
a small team of able-bodied Board members to cut up
the downed limbs and stack them for easy removal.
This volunteer action reduced the clean up cost by
more than 65% ($3,000+) relative to the quoted cost
for removal by several Landscaping contractors.
The Board had previously authorized three major
projects for this FY, over and above the normal yearly
operating costs associated with maintaining the
common area. The planning and contracting for these
projects is currently underway with implementation
to occur this fall. These include the repair and
resurfacing of the north wall on Don Fernando from
Rio Grande to Via Cadiz ($15,000 +), the repair
and extension of the drip water system ($2,000) to
assure the bushes and trees are being adequately
watered during this period of increased drought, and
some amount of regraveling ($3,000) required along
Don Fernando to maintain the groomed appearance
of the common area. These necessary repairs and
enhancements will continue into next fiscal year, after
Continued on page 2
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we collect fees again.
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On that note, I’m pleased to report that 108 of the 109
lot owners have paid their FY21 dues assessments on
time this year and no late charges were needed to be
collected. For The one non paying lot owner, a Lien
continues to be in place on their property.
As required by the State, the MORGHOA must
conduct an Audit every three years. To prep for
that Audit, a preliminary non-official review called
a “Compilation” is presently being conducted. This
requires the assembly and review of all documents
and processes related to managing the business of
the MORGHOA. The official CPA conducted Audit will
occur in the summer of 2023.

Volunteers working to clean up Meadows common
areas. L to R: Renzo del Frate; Mike Shiplet; Stann
Sandoval; and Gerry Barr.
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Making the Neighborhood Safer to Exit
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Many residents of the Meadows and our neighboring
areas have found it difficult to exit from Don Quixote
Drive to Rio Grande Boulevard, especially since the
inception of the Candelaria traffic circle. After an
extensive discussion at the late spring Board meeting,
Vice President Stann Sandoval at the urging of the
Board, contacted the office of Isaac Benton, our District
2 City Councilor, to request striping to make distinct left
and right hand turn lanes. After a prolonged silence,
Stann emailed again and heard back from Councilor
Benton’s policy analyst, Diane Dolan. A traffic study was
initiated by Traffic Engineering, a plan was suggested,
approved by the Board, and the project was completed
using District 2 set-aside funds in early September.
A huge thanks should go to Stann for his polite yet
insistent emails and to the responsiveness of Councilor
Benton and his office to our pleas for safe egress.

Landscaping in the Meadows
The Landscape Committee, chaired by Renzo del Frate
with members Elizabeth deWitt, and Jonathan Kevan
and TVNA liaison Charles White, has been extremely
busy this summer as you can read in several columns
in this newsletter. Also assisting this summer have
been Richard Ruddy and Stann Sandoval.
Yellowstone Walk Around
Recently Ruddy, Kevan and Sandoval met with
two representatives of Yellowstone Landscaping
Company, Kayla Bryant and Adrian Robles, to walk
the neighborhood. Yellowstone purchased our original
landscaping company Heads Up in 2019 and currently
holds the landscaping contract for the Meadows. This
very informative meeting focused primarily on the
irrigation system and no major problems were found
with the system itself. Several areas were flagged for
closer inspection and possible repair.
For information, there are two controls for the system.
One covers Don Quixote, Rio Grande and part of Don
Fernando. It is located on Rio Grande just south of Don
Quixote. The other is at Rozinante and Don Fernando.
That control takes care of most of Don Fernando on
both sides. The control box on Rio Grande operates
five days a week for twenty minutes a day and is
seasonally adjusted by Yellowstone.

Turn lanes on Don Quixote.

YOUR NEWSLETTER TEAM
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Yellowstone will prune trees up to twelve feet but they
do not remove any branches that are larger than three
inches in diameter. They are primarily a landscaping
company and sub-contract tree work to other specialist
companies. When questioned, Ms Bryant suggested
the Meadows may wish to develop a comprehensive
long-term plan to replace the Cottonwoods with more
appropriate, water-wise trees. The walking tour also
identified other ongoing landscape issues, including
serious bagworm damage on several Honey Locust
trees, and invasive species trees which should be
removed, notably a Russian Olive on Don Quixote.
Ms. Bryant urged us to take concerted action on the
Continued on page 4
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bagworm front since treating only one or two trees
is not a solution to this problem. She also expressed
special concern about the huge branch overarching
Don Quixote opposite Abbey Jean.

Fall 2020

replacement item not to exceed $3,000.00 during
one MRGHOA fiscal year or up to $3,000 to remove
dead landscape/tree branches/trees. If replacement
items or cleanup/removal costs exceed $3000.00,
the Landscape Committee will seek prior approval
from the MORGHOA Board before proceeding.
Costs may vary depending on the size of the
dead landscape and complexity of removal.
• Committee to report out the progress of each
replacement or cleanup/removal of landscape debris
during MORGHOA Board meetings as necessary
• The Landscape Committee will attempt
to identify and replace dead landscape
within a three-month period if possible

Our Yellowstone representatives, Kayla and Adrian.
Other Landscape Issues
The Landscape Committee tasked Elizabeth DeWitt
to draft guidelines on the removal and replacement
of dead and damaged landscape. The proposed
guidelines are below. If you have comments or
questions, please contact Renzo del Frate.
Proposed Guidelines on Removal and Replacement
of Dead Landscape
When addressing dead and/or damaged landscape
(defined as dead trees or bushes, fallen tree
branches, and trees that have lost limbs due to a
storm (wind and/or rain/hail/snow/lighting) event or
have become damaged by some other means (bugs/
drought/disease/human/animal) that falls within the
Landscape Committees’ responsibility to maintain,
the following guidelines should be considered by the
Landscape Committee:

• The afore mentioned expenditures to address
dead/damaged landscape and cleanup/removal
of debris amounts and actions do not need prior
approval from the treasurer, the president or
the Board, as long as the Landscape committee
conducts appropriate due diligence by obtaining a
reasonable quote or quotes, and obtaining a signed
and dated invoice to keep as MORGHOA record
Additional Guidance
• Landscape Committee members are encouraged
to invite all neighbors in the Meadows, TVNA, and
Abby Jean to donate a tree in honor of someone.
Cost is approximately $500 per tree. This can help
offset the expense of replacing dead landscape.
• All MORGHOA Board and committee members
should encourage neighbors to assist with
landscape cleanup efforts to cut down on
the expense of hiring a company to do it.

• Confirm location of the dead/damaged
landscape and that it falls within the
Landscape Committees’ responsibility
• Determine the type and number of dead/
damaged landscape items and the appropriate
type of replacement landscape or cleanup/
removal of landscape debris required
• Landscape Committee has approval to spend
up to approximately $500.00 dollars for each

The damaged ash tree being removed by an arborist,
September 30.
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Postman Roy Smith Delivers
By Gayle Vance

The Meadows on Rio Grande

He’s been carrying the mail for 44 years. He had his pick
of the best routes in Albuquerque, and he picked ours.

Fall 2020

We’re referring, of course, to Roy Smith, the popular
postman who’s been delivering our mail for the last nine
years. Roy could be described as the mail carrier’s mail
carrier—a true professional who enjoys his job and the
people he meets along the way.
“I love the neighborhood,” he explains. “You have some
great people in there.”

Carlsbad, Tucumcari, Santa Fe, Lordsburg, Las Cruces
and even Roy (named for someone else, though that
must have been fun). Also Caballo (population 110) and
Kingston, the former silver-mining boom town where 32
people now reside.
The Smith kids changed schools a lot, as you’d expect.
Roy attended 11 junior high and high schools and two
grade schools over the years. He learned to make
friends wherever he went, a skill that would serve him
well in adulthood.

“Roy is simply the best,” says Diana Garcia. “I know I
can always count on him.”

Though he’s been delivering the mail for 44 years, Roy
has had other careers as well. He drove 18 wheelers for
a living after three years of Army service in Korea and
Germany. He worked as an electronics technician and
delivered packages for MPS before signing on with the
Post Office. Today he has more seniority than any other
mail carrier in Albuquerque.

Linda White agrees. “Charles and Roy kid about how I
do all my shopping online. I’m grateful to Roy for hauling
all my packages to the door.”

“But I’m not the oldest,” he’s quick to add. “There’s
another guy still going strong at 85. He started when he
was 50.”

Sound familiar?

Roy has one daughter, two grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren. He has his mother, too—still
alive and living semi-independently at the wonderful
age of 94.

As Roy’s fans are quick to note, the feeling is mutual.
They point to his willingness to go the extra mile, his
conscientiousness, his ever-present smile.

The postman we all appreciate is an Albuquerque
native who spent his youth moving to and from many
New Mexico cities and towns. His dad worked in road
construction, so the family went where the job took them:
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Beware Weed Control
Camille Romero, Certified Arborista, Baca’s Trees
(reprinted with permission)
I’m on a mish!
Almost everything I write has at least a little something
about weed control. We hate weeds! Unfortunately, the
process we are using to control the weeds can cause
damage to our trees.
Normally, I see about 1,000 dead trees from weed killer
annually. This year, I have seen closer to 3,000! It’s
nauseating! What changed?
• Chemicals have gotten really strong
promising effective weed control within
minutes that lasts months or years. They
NEVER last as long as advertised.
• Due to recent lawsuits, the Original Roundup is being substituted in landscapes with
chemicals that are even worse. If it has 2-4D,
Diquat, Imazapyr, or Imazipac anywhere on the
label, the chemical can be deadly to trees.
• HOAs fine weedy yards. Ironically,
they also fine dead trees.
• Everyone and their brother are selling weed
control services. Many of these people are not
licensed for chemical use or even licensed as
a business. Talk about the Craigslist killer! One
client lost every tree on her property when she
used a guy from Craigslist. Another client lost her
trees and badly damaged one of her neighbor’s
trees because of what I call the “bro” deal. You
know, “My bro knows a guy who works for the
City and he sprayed my yard for weeds.”

It’s everywhere! From humble homes to high-end
homes, trees are dying. Even on the sides of the
freeways or streets, trees are dying. What department
of the City is responsible for those stretch of roads?
Or is it a County Department or the Department of
Transportation? The City of Albuquerque has a huge
plan to plant and I am concerned. What good does it do
us to have the left hand plant trees to save our canopy,
offer shade and provide life-saving oxygen while the
right hand is killing weeds and killing trees?  
Well, I’ve had enough! My mission is to communicate
and educate on behalf of the trees. I have contacted
the City of Albuquerque Forester and the NMSU
Extension Office as my first stop. That is where I
learned that there are so many different departments
in the City and County who are responsible for weed
control. There is no real point of accountability. My
second stop is including tree planting groups such
as Tree New Mexico and The Dakota Tree Project.
I’m hoping we can together get information to HOA’s,
Realtors, County, City, and State Departments and
homeowners. Our community needs to either pull
weeds, spray weeds with safer ingredients, or dare I
say, make amends with weeds. Some of them offer
beautiful flowers!
If you can offer any insight or you have a bro who
knows a guy who works in any of these departments,
agencies or entities who might be able to help, please
let me know.
Okay, Rant over! Let’s keep it green!
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Halloween and Dios de los Muertos
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Halloween falls on a Saturday this year. But how will
current New Mexican guidelines about gatherings
affect this cherished holiday? As our mayor, Tim
Keller, stated, “I do not control Halloween.” Thus, it
is unlikely that there will be clear policies related to
trick or treating beyond cancelling city-sponsored
events. However, there are some strategies that
are being suggested to accommodate safe, socially
distanced trick or treat experiences for young and
old alike. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has
recommendations for activities that are low-, middle-,
and high-risk for both Halloween and Dios de los
Muertos found at this website:

house admiring Halloween decorations at a distance.
The Albuquerque Journal suggested a middle-risk
activity would be small outdoor costume parties with
candy or treats left outside for children to pick up at a
safe distance. Activities to be avoided as high-risk are
traditional trick or treating where candies or small gifts
are distributed to roving bands of children.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-lifecoping/holidays.html

For Dios de los Muertos, low risk activities include
preparing traditional family recipes for family
and neighbors and delivering them in a way that
doesn’t involve contact with others, especially those
most vulnerable to COVID-19 and playing music
that deceased loved ones enjoyed. Practices to
be avoided (and currently not allowed by stateguidelines) include gathering in large groups to sing.

Among the low-risk activities for Halloween are
carving pumpkins, decorating your house, and
participating in Halloween scavenger hunts where
children are given lists of Halloween-themed things
to look for while they walk outdoors from house to

Whatever choices are made, the CDC reminds us
that a costume mask is not a substitute for a cloth or
paper mask. Using a holiday themed cloth mask is
the best choice. Perhaps the best costume this year
might be a replica of a full-on hazmat suit.

Halloween decorations from 2016.
A publication of the Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association • meadowsonriogrande.org

Page 7

Message from the President

The Meadows on Rio Grande

Continued from page 1

Fall 2020

board, made up of nine (9) of your neighbors, give
of their personal time to keep your neighborhood in
good standing, looking nice, and keeping the common
areas made up of stucco’ed walls, trees, shrubs and an
irrigation system in a good place for your enjoyment,
protection, enhancing the area that you live in and in so
doing, keeping the value of all your homes high. You are
receiving VALUE for your $290.
As you’ve noticed the past few weeks, the crazy weather
brought much havoc to our neighborhood. Many
branches, large and small, from our common area trees
were brought down. A mature Ash Tree, which was split
in half by the strong wind, was also injured to the point
that we had to take it down. If not for the goodness of
your neighbors, people like Renzo Del Frate, Jonathon
Kevan, Gerry Barr, Stann Sandoval, Elizabeth DeWitt,
Michael Shiplet, Dick Ruddy and Jim Tilghman, the
amount of money we would have spent to clear the
area of all the brokenness, would have depleted our
bank account an amount that we will use to pay for
our recurring needs, such as the water bill and weekly
cleanup by the landscaping company. Some of this
same group also spent a Sunday afternoon outside our
common property wall along Anayas Road, loading up
debris that rested just outside our wall. Approximately
2,500 pounds of broken concrete, old tree branches,
decaying cardboard, weeds, rocks, etc., was loaded into
two trucks (Stann Sandoval’s and Michael Shiplet’s) and
hauled off.
Some good news comes as a result of this storm.
Current board member Sarah Bednarz and past board
member Bob Bednarz have pledged $500 to purchase a
Shumard Oak Tree, which is within the selection group,
to replace the Ash Tree that was decimated. We are

open for additional pledges to fill-in the empty spots
where six (6) trees have died over the past few years.
Please consider that. Feel free to send me your $400
pledge to aromero8@comcast.net
Also, the board has voted to match a portion of
the amount paid by a homeowner who sponsors a
memorial tree in the name of a loved one. The amount
that a tree costs, including a wooden post to attach a
commemorative plaque with the name of the loved one,
is approximately $600. If you are interested in having a
tree planted in one of the areas that we have identified,
and wish to sponsor a tree (several tree choices, but not
a cottonwood) it will cost you $400 and the board will pay
the additional $200 from our non-profit organization’s
funds. This offer will only be available to the first six (6)
who elect to exercise this opportunity. At that point, I
believe we will have filled the current bare spots where
trees existed, that are no longer there.
Regarding having common courtesy, I want to point
out that recently it has been reported to me that certain
residents are parking their personal vehicles, or allowing
vehicles of their visitors to be parked, on the street
in front of houses of their neighbors, sometimes for
days and weekends at a time. Although there is no
city ordinance that I know of, and our covenants don’t
prohibit this practice, I highly suggest to those that this
applies to, to go visit your neighbor in a courteous way
and advise them what is going on and why is it that
you or your guests have to park in front of their home,
instead of in front of your home, or in your own driveway.
That is the courteous thing to do. Please be a Good
Neighbor. Thank You.
Alvan Romero, MRGHOA President (2020-2021)
aromero8@comcast.net
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Alvan Romero, President
Stann Sandoval, Vice President
Mike Shiplet, Secretary
Gerry Barr, Treasurer
Gene Vance, Chair, Architectural Review Committee
Renzo del Frate, Chair, Landscape Committee
Elizabeth DeWitt, Landscape Committee Member
Charles White, TVNA Liaison and Member
Sarah Bednarz, Chair, Newsletter Committee
Mary Lou Dobbs, Chair Social Committee
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