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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
P R E S I D E N T’ S C O L U M N

L OCAL T RE AT S

The Joy of Family: A Tribute to Samson and Delilah

Casa Flamenca Celebrates the Passionate Life

By Alvan Romero, President

By Stann Sandoval, Newsletter Editor

As we begin the Holiday Season,
heading into the winter months,
with evenings getting dark earlier
every night, we bundle up to stay
warm and secure our outside water
sources so they do not freeze. We
also tend to our pets, whether they
are dogs, cats, or other innocent
creatures; and we make sure that
they also are well prepared for the
coming cold months.
This past week, my family lost Delilah. Delilah was
our West Highland White Terrier (Westie) who had
been with us for the past 12 years, since 2003. A year
and a half ago we lost her buddy Samson, our other
Westie, who was the same age. Samson and Delilah,
whom many of you around this neighborhood came to
know, gave us incredible love and a lifetime of special
memories. They were rambunctious, but gentle, sweet
and kind, loving and most faithful. Our entire extended
family, and all who met Samson and Delilah, were
blessed. They always attracted strangers to come near,
pet them, and ask, “What kind of dogs are they?” This
happened everywhere, whether we were out and about
town or at the park. You probably saw them at a picnic
or with us in our yard.
My wife, Martha, being comforted by a close friend,
was told that Samson had been so lucky to have us
Continued on page 6

Have you ever driven by that brightly painted, multicolored building on Rio Grande Blvd just south of
Mountain Road and wondered what it was? It’s the one
with that vibrant mural on the south wall and a white,
wrought iron fence surrounding a quaint courtyard. It’s
just across the street from Monica’s El Portal Restaurant.

Well, I stopped there recently. It is a studio, a dance
studio. It is CASA FLAMENCA. They teach Flamenco for
youth and adults from beginner through advanced levels.
It is also a performance center or “tablao” (a place where
flamenco is performed). “Tablao” derived from the word
“tablado”, which is the wooden floorboard or platform on
which the dance is performed.
Flamenco - That graceful and energetic and provocative
dance form that has its origins in Andalucía.
According to Casa Flamenca’s website, flamenco is “a
Continued on page 5
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T R E A S U R E R ’ S R E PO R T
Where We Stand

The Meadows on Rio Grande

By John Woosley, Treasurer

Fall 2015

In the Meadows, our fiscal year runs
from May to April, so October 31 is
the half-way point of our year—an
appropriate time to see how we are
doing. We have had a good year so
far, without any major unexpected
expenses; so your Association is
showing a net profit for the six months
that ended October 31, 2015.
Our last payment to Heads Up for the renovation of our
irrigation system, completed in 2013, will be due in April,
2016. We are in good shape to make that payment and at
that point your Association will again be debt free.
Unfortunately, there are still eight of our neighbors who
have not paid their dues for this year. Invoices were sent
in April, new invoices with late fees were sent in August,
and statements were sent at the end of October to remind
those homeowners that their dues are unpaid. Dues to the
Homeowners Association are a legally binding obligation.
You will recall that the late fees that are charged when
dues are not paid by July 31 are established in our CC&Rs
and are also binding. Liens have been filed on prior year
unpaid balances; and we will proceed to file liens on the
properties that have not paid their 2016 dues.

Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association
Income Statement
Six Months ended October 31, 2015 and 2014
2015
2014
Income
Assessment - Late Fee
$850.48
$546.71
Assessments – Regular
13080.00
13080.00
1200.00
1000.00
Transfer Fee
Total Income
15130.48 14626.71
Expense
Decorative Plaques
Depreciation
Landscape Service
Newsletter printing
Postage
Repair and Maintenance
Uncollected Dues
Water & Sewer
Welcome Basket
Total Expense

106.72
1712.00
6149.31
170.00
62.00
0.00
941.94
804.86
105.02
10051.85

27.65
1712.00
5964.18
262.93
64.66
603.39
616.31
649.96
77.85
9978.93

Excess of Income over
Expense

$5078.63

$4647.78

Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association
Balance Sheet
October 31 and April 30, 2015
31-Oct-15

30-Apr-15

Assets
Cash and Bank Accounts
Bank of America Checking

$37964.87

$30650.43

-5477.10
29104.00

-5895.23
30816.00

-5081.31
18545.59

-4139.37
20781.40

Other Assets
HOA Dues Assessments
Irrigation System
Reserve for Uncollected
Assessments
Total Other Assets
Total Assets

$56510.46 $51431.83

Liabilities and Equity
Liabilities
Heads Up Irrigation System
Total Liabilities
Equity
Total Liabilities & Equity

8560.00
8560.00

8560.00
8560.00

47950.46

42871.83

$56510.46 $51431.83
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L A N D S C A PE C O M M I T T E E R E PORT
Think Snow!

The Meadows on Rio Grande

By Mike Friggens, Landscape Committee

Fall 2015

Rain and snow are in the
forecast today, after rain all day
yesterday. I got my leaves picked
up just ahead of the storms and
had plenty of time to reflect on
landscaping while filling bags. I
recalled on Wednesday, seeing
the Heads Up crew hauling off
an entire truckload of leaves, all
bundled in burlap. Then I saw
4 huge piles of leaves on Don
Quixote, and I wondered if they had forgotten those
piles. But Thursday morning they were gone . . . so
I hope you will all agree, as you enjoy our common
area landscaping this Holiday Season, that Heads Up
has stepped up their game. Since the last newsletter,
your Landscape Committee has met with several
neighbors and also has collected a list from our longterm landscaping contractor of recommendations for
service improvement. I can happily say that Heads
Up responded positively and effectively to all of our
requests, which were submitted in writing and are now
maintained in our file at Heads Up for future reference.
I’d like to thank our Account Manager Kathryn McLane
for making my job a little easier. So, as we go into the
cold months, we know that our landscape is neat and
weed free; and that our trees and shrubs have had
good care and proper watering. Our irrigation system
is intact and improved after line clogs affecting the SE
Don Fernando section were cleared.

crews are on site; but Mr. Baca wants to know about
individual concerns and is willing to meet with folks
ahead of time.
As always, if you have any comments, issues with the
common-area landscape, or you’d like to donate a tree,
you can call Mike Friggens (259-9077) or Terry Price
(244-3075).
Think Snow!!! - Your MRGHOA Landscape Committee

Welcome Terry and Renzo
In our last Newsletter we introduced Terry Price
and Renzo Del Frate as new Board Members.
However I didn’t include pictures of them. As you
see them in the neighborhood, say hello. Thanks
to both of you for joining the Board.

Another issue we’ve faced this year has been broken
cottonwood limbs in our neighborhood. We had
wonderful spring rainfall that stimulated incredible
growth, leaving the trees heavy with water. Big winds
then took down several limbs, but no trees were
critically damaged. The Landscape Committee and the
Board agreed that we have to tend to our cottonwoods
as the next spending priority for your HOA. We have
31 cottonwoods in our common areas; and we have
agreed on a contract with Baca’s Trees for their
overall trimming and pruning. The work will take place
in January (timing was a concession on our part in
negotiating for a lower price). If anybody has special
requests in regard to cottonwoods up against their
property, please get in touch. We will make every effort
to meet the needs of our neighbors when the tree
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A WORD OF THANKS

The Meadows on Rio Grande

As this year’s editor of our MRGHOA Newsletter, I’d like to extend a Thank You to several people.

Fall 2015

Dick Ruddy
has served as a Board Member for 8 or 9 of the 12 years since the Board was formed, and served as President
of the Board (I think twice). Although he is not currently on the Board he still serves as the Newsletter’s
photographer. He frequently attends our Board meetings and provides valuable insight.

Gene Vance
has also served on the Board for almost all of the years that it has been in existence. He too is taking a break
from Board membership but continues to serve as our Legal Counsel. He also attends many Board meetings
and provides legal advice when required and takes care of filing liens on properties when required.

Diana Garcia
has served on the Board in the past as Vice President and President, and been a member of the Architectural
Review Committee and the Welcoming Committee. She currently continues her role as the Welcoming Committee,
delivering welcome baskets (maybe a bottle of wine, some coffee, local products, etc) to new neighbors.

Charles White
served on the board for six years, mostly as Chair of the Landscape/Maintenance Committee. He continues to
serve on that committee (now chaired by Mike Friggens) as a non-board member.

Linda White
although not on the Board is currently volunteering her time to serve as copy editor for our Newsletter.

Gayle Vance
has also been copy editor in the past.
I’m sure that there may be others who should be singled out for recognition for their service. I haven’t intentionally
excluded them, it’s just that these are the folks that I’m aware of. I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone.

Thanks also to all of our current and past Board
Members and Committee Members.
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Casa Flamenca

The Meadows on Rio Grande

Continued from page 1

Fall 2015

passionate and visceral art form”
and “a way of life.” While Casa
Flamenca is “far from flamenco’s
birth place,” the organization offers
a way for New Mexicans of all
ages to “immerse themselves in
our unique cultural community.”
I had the pleasure of meeting
Valeria Montes, a full-time
flamenco instructor at Casa
Flamenca and a world-class flamenco performer.
She was the prestigious Kresge Fellowship Award
winner in 2010. Born in Mexico, Valeria began
studying dance at the age of five. She moved to
Michigan at age 20 to study classical Spanish
dance and later moved to Spain to immerse herself
in flamenco.
I immediately sensed Valeria’s
passion for the art form and her
spunkiness as a performer. As
we walked through the studio, I
could almost feel and hear the
resonance of the staccato heel
stomping and the sound of the
sharp report, like the clear snap
of a snare drum.

2015 N E IG H B ORH OOD P IC NIC
Neighbors and friends gathered for a delightful
afternoon on September 13th to participate in the
neighborhood-wide Annual TVNA Picnic. Many
Meadows residents attended, playing bingo, eating
great (although a little delayed) BBQ from Whole Hog,
and enjoying friends and occasional door prizes. Many
participated in the silly-hat contest. Kids climbed the
rock wall and families visited with the AFD, boarding
the hook and ladder and learning about firefighting.
What a great opportunity to meet new neighbors.
Many thanks to Mary Lou Dobbs for letting the judges
for the dessert contest use her wonderful kitchen
for taste testing! Thanks also to the dessert-contest
judges. They had to sample homemade desserts
from a wide variety to select this year’s winner and
runners-up.
This is always a fun neighborhood event and a chance
to meet and visit with neighbors from all four of the
unique neighborhoods that comprise TVNA (Thomas
Village Estates, The Meadows, Thomas Village Patio
Homes, and Abby Jean).
Hope to see YOU there next year!

Casa Flamenca was founded by Jesus Muñoz in 2010
as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. As a worldrenowned performer Jesus has danced, produced,
and directed in the U.S., Canada, and Spain. He
has toured nationally with a New York City-based
company and has been a featured soloist at many
esteemed venues, including The Lincoln Center,
the Detroit Institute of Arts, the National Museum of
Dance, Nasher Museum of Art at Duke University,
and La Universidad de Sevilla. He has performed at
the Palacio Andaluz, a celebrated flamenco venue in
Seville, Spain, and closed for the Denver Metropolitan
Jazz Orchestra. Jesus has even performed for the
Spanish Embassy, and for the prince of Spain.
For more information about Jesus and Casa
Flamenca, including a schedule of upcoming classes,
performances, special events, guest performers and
more; visit their website at www.casaflamenca.org.
A quick trip down the road might make a perfect
Holiday outing, - - - even a Christmas present.
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President’s Column

moments of exasperation and moments of the greatest
joy. They are Family.

The Meadows on Rio Grande

Continued from page 1
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as owners, because she knew how much we cared for
him and Delilah. Martha, without giving it a moment’s
thought, replied, “No, it is we who were lucky to have
had Samson. He gave us nothing but love and joy. He
will be impossible to forget.” When Martha told me that,
I thought how insightful she was: I could not have said
it better. I recall coming home many a time, tired and
late from work, being met at the door by Samson and
Delilah, tails wagging, jumping at my leg, wanting to be
petted. Immediately, regardless of my day, good or bad,
these two pets made that day so much better! They
changed my chain of thought and took my mind away
from whatever stress, pressures, or worries that had
built up during the day.
Several years ago I had to travel to Bogota, Colombia,
for weeks at a time. It really broke my heart to see a
photo of Samson Martha texted me while I was away.
There he was, lying right in front of the door, late in
the afternoon, just waiting for me to come through
that door. Martha said that he would stay there until
she finally would pick him up and bring him into the
bedroom with her. Such is the loyalty of these beautiful
and innocent creatures. After our loss of Samson,
Delilah, too, was heartbroken. She and Samson only
knew us as their owners, only knew this neighborhood
and our lovely Dulcinea Park. I believe that Samson
and Delilah could not have been more loved, and our
lives will never be the same. They always will live in our
memories, bringing bittersweet joy forever. To us, they
were Family.
Over 100 years ago, a British woman wrote, “All things
bright and beautiful/All creatures great and small/
the good Lord made them all. “ I know that all of you
understand the privilege we have in caring for our furry
treasures. They rely on us, helping us to feel good
about ourselves. They bring us laughter and tears,

This winter, you will gather in your homes and your
places of worship. In your thoughts, you will pray for
the Global World, our veterans, our homeless, the
infirm and elderly, your parents, children, relatives,
friends, and neighbors. I trust that, as you give thanks
for your blessings, you will remember your furry friends,
all creatures great and small.
My best wishes to All of YOU in this joyous Holiday
Season! God Bless!
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