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PR E S I D E N T ’ S  CO L U M N

The Channels of Communication
By Stann Sandoval

The new fiscal year is off 
to a great start. Board 
members are settling into 
their roles, committee 
members are performing 
their tasks enthusiastically, 
assessments are coming in 
as expected and newsletters 
are being published. 

Your Board of Directors is 
meeting every two months to 

work on ways to better serve our neighborhood, resolve 
issues that arise, and provide support and information 
to all of our homeowners. You’ll be hearing directly from 
our committee chairs and treasurer as they report their 
activities throughout the year in this newsletter. 

For Meadows residents as for everyone, having 
easy access to information is important. You’ll 
find lots of helpful information about Meadows 
homeownership in this newsletter and at our website, 
meadowsonriogrande.org. In addition, board 
members are available to address your questions 
personally. Please feel free to contact them at the 
phone numbers and email addresses we include in 
every issue of this newsletter.  

Since communication works best when the flow of 
information goes in both directions, we’re hoping you 
will contact us with news topics that you think would 
interest your fellow homeowners. Topics could include 
neighborhood issues of interest, neighbors who have 
interesting careers or hobbies, activities you participate 
in, upcoming neighborhood events, beautiful local 
gardens, or interesting restaurants or retail stores 
close to home. Ideas can be submitted to Dick Ruddy 
(rruddy@comcast.net) or Gayle Vance  
(gayle@vancefirm.com).

Your

RE A L  ES T A T E

Thinking About Selling?
We recently asked Meadows 
board member and realtor 
Diana Garcia to provide an 
overview of the current real 
estate market. She offered 
these statistics and insights:
• The real estate industry is 

in a very slow recovery. In 
Albuquerque, the market 
is steady with monthly 
ups and downs. Interest 
rates are again very low, 
which means affordability.

• Foreclosures, which made up a big bulk of the 
home sales in Albuquerque last spring, continue 
to weigh down overall housing prices.  Bank-
owned homes sold for 40 percent less than the 
average price of other homes this spring according 
to Realty Trac, a national database of pre-
foreclosure, auction, and bank-owned properties.

• In our neighborhood specifically, 19 homes have 
closed since January and one is currently in pending 
status. “Our neighborhood” refers to the G12 
section of the Albuquerque Zone Atlas, or an area 
that includes our immediate subdivision and the 
surrounding neighborhoods to the north and south. 

• The highest neighborhood sale was $585,000, the 
median sale was $397,500, the average sale was 
$368,756 and the lowest sale was $140,000.

• Neighborhood 
sales prices 
have averaged 
about 94% of 
the list price.
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HO M E O W N E R S  AS S O C I A T I O N  BO A R D  ME M B E R S
Stann Sandoval, President 228-3611 stann.wendy@yahoo.com
Diana Garcia, Vice President 604-1674 dianagarciare@comcast.net
Alvan Romero, Secretary 350-1933 aromero8@comcast.net
Murl Moore, Treasurer 764-8489 murlmoore@comcast.net
Sue Milovina, ARC Chair 603-425-3901 suedraw@gmail.com
Dick Ruddy, Newsletter Chair 242-3093 rruddy@comcast.net
Gene Vance, Legal Counsel 244-9046 gene@vancefirm.com
Charles White, Landscape Chair 242-1558 cwhite.lwhite@gmail.com
John Woosley, TVNA Liaison 797-1226 woosley.john@gmail.com

A Nearby Treasure Gets Better
The Rio Grande Nature Center State Park attracts many 
visitors during the fall months, when Canada Geese and 
Sandhill Cranes fill the skies over our neighborhood. But 
fall isn’t the only good time to visit this local sanctuary. The 
center is  a year-round bird-watching mecca, sheltering 
nearly 300 species of birds over the course of the year —
and it deserves to be seen in every season.  

If you haven’t visited in a while, you won’t know that the 
Nature Center opened a badly needed education building 
this year. The new facility increased the available exhibition 
space and made possible the expansion of the center’s 
already impressive educational programs. (See the related 
story at right on “Joining Hands,” an exhibition opening soon 
in the new building.) 

Some of the Nature 
Center’s educational 
programs are 
absolutely free. They 
include the naturalist-
led bird walks held 
on Saturdays and 
Sundays (at 8:30 am 
in November and 9:00 
am in December) as 
well as the nature 
tours held at 1:00 pm 
on Saturdays and 
Sundays through 
December. Take a 

tour, and you’ll see the Bosque as you’ve never seen it 
before. (There’s a $3 fee for all-day parking).

To sign up for a walk or a tour, call 344-7240. To learn about 
becoming a Friend of the Rio Grande Nature Center (joining 
1,500 other Friends, 170 of whom are volunteers), visit 
www.rgnc.org.

Objects and the Hands that Hold Them
“Joining Hands” is a project of the nearby Alvarado 
Gardens Neighborhood Association, whose residents 

were asked to hold in 
their hands something 
important to them. 
Seven photographers 
worked for months on the 
project, amassing more 
than 1,000 photographs 
of hands and items. The 
fruits of their labors will 
be on display beginning 
Nov. 19 at the Rio 
Grande Nature Center’s 
new education building.

What surprised the photographers more than anything 
was the willingness of people to participate. No faces 
are ever seen, only hands—old, young, working 
and polished. A fireman holds his helmet, an elderly 
couple hold hands, a woman named Rosemary holds 
a bouquet of rosemary. More than one child holds a 
rubber duck, while one holds a dollar bill. 

Gifts from loved ones appear in many of these 
engaging images, along with books and photographs. 
Gardening was often important: one person holds 
garden soil, another holds water from the Rio Grande. 
There is also at least one chicken and one set of hands 
holding eggs. Lotus blossoms, a rosary, a cross and 
other items of faith are also held in the works that 
comprise this interesting collection.

Admission to the show is free of charge. The Nature 
Center (including the building that houses this exhibit) 
is open 8 am to 5 pm every day of the year except 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s Day. For 
more information, call 344-7240.

News from the Rio Grande Nature Center
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TR E A S U R E R ’ S  RE P O R T

Where We Stand
By Murl Moore

The Meadows on Rio Grande 
Homeowners Association 
is midway through our 2011 
operating year. Our income 
and expenses are projected to 
October 30 as follows:

 
 

FY 2011-12 beginning checkbook balance (May 1, 
2011): $7,951

Total FY 2011-12 income to date: 24,700

FY 2011-12 operating expenses to date: 7,721

Estimated standard operating expenses, second half 
of FY 2011-12: 7,800

Estimated other expenses (wall repair, tree care/
replacement, miscellaneous other landscaping), 
second half of FY 2011-12: 8,200

Total assets projected to 4/30/2012: $8,930

Our total expenses for the previous fiscal year (2010-
2011) greatly exceeded our total income, which led to the 
need to increase assessments for the current year. As you 
may recall, we had to do a great deal of work to maintain 
our trees, spending more than had been collected in 
assessments and depleting our resources. With the bulk of 
this work now behind us, we should be better able to keep 
pace with a smaller number of requirements as they occur.

YO U R  NE W S L E T T E R  TE A M
Dick Ruddy, Editor and Photographer
Gayle Vance, Managing Editor
Ann Gleason, Design/Layout

DI D  YO U  KN O W ?

A Horse Named 
Rozinante
By Stann Sandoval

As you probably know, many of 
our community’s street names 

are taken from “Don Quixote de La Mancha,” Miguel de 
Cervantes Saavedra’s highly acclaimed 17th-century 
novel. Rozinante is an example of one street whose name 
has these origins.

While you might remember that Rozinante was the name 
of Don Quixote’s horse, you probably don’t know how Don 
Quixote came up with this name for his famous mount. 
The amusing explanation is found in the following book 
excerpt:*

“ ...The old horse in the stable was a sorry looking nag, but 
he [Don Quixote] gazed at it and inspected all its scabby 
parts till he was sure that it suited his purposes.  After this 
decision, he now must decide on a name for his steed, 
a name that would bear distinction and do honor to the 
knight who would mount and ride him. It took four days 
of heavy thought to decide upon the name Rozinante, 
though it seemed that the name was revealed to him as 
if by magic, suddenly, or through inspiration.  He would 
add as a suffix, the word ante, meaning before, formerly 
or foremost, to the word rocin, meaning nag, making it 
Rozinante, formerly a nag.  He had invented the most 
sonorous and the most lofty of names; and in addition, 
it was most fitting, for it declared to the world also, that it 
was the rocin ante, that is the foremost nag, or the horse 
superior to all others in the world.”  
* Excerpted from an abridged translation of “Don Quixote de La Mancha” by 
P.T. Manchester, published by Vanderbilt University in 1973.

Hummingbird trumpet flowers
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QU A R T E R L Y  QU O T E

“Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower.”
~ Albert Camus

ME E T  YO U R  NE I G H B O R

Liz King, Street Photographer
For the past 10 years, Liz King 
has pursued a passion for 
photography in New Mexico 
and North Carolina. More on 
this later – but first, a little 
background.

Liz grew up with the arts. She 
studied dance at the American 
School of Ballet while 
attending high school in New 
York City. After getting her 
bachelor’s degree at Vassar 

and Northwestern, she went on to earn a master’s 
degree in art at Duke. 

Liz met her husband, Lowell, while working at Johns 
Hopkins University Hospital. Lowell was the first pediatric 
urologist in the nation, a distinction he achieved at 
Children’s Memorial Hospital in Chicago. He had been 
practicing for some years at Duke University Hospital 
just before he and Liz moved to Albuquerque and the 
Meadows in 2006.

Liz’s family ties to New Mexico are interesting. Her 
grandfather, Morris N. Mikesell, moved to New Mexico 
in 1907 and established both a sheep ranch and a 
community in the northeastern part of the state, about 12 
miles west of Springer. He named the community Miami 
– Miami, Ohio, having been one of his favorite places. 
The ranch has frequently drawn family members back to 
New Mexico, including Liz and Lowell, who made the trip 
virtually every year. 

Liz is something of a photographic purist. In an age 
when digital imaging dominates the photo world, she still 

prefers black-and-white film 
and chemical-based prints. 
She likes the term “street 
photographer,” which loosely 
describes the naturally lit, 
candid images – mostly of 
people – that fill her portfolio. 
Liz prefers 35-mm film and 
cameras for their easy ability 
to quickly capture just the 
right instant. 

A camel and its owner were 
the subjects of her signature 

image for “Egyptian Mystique,” an exhibition held earlier 
this year at Central Photographic Gallery in Albuquerque. 
She has mostly shown at various Santa Fe locales, 
including the Bank of Santa Fe on the Plaza. You’ll often 
see Liz and camera at flea markets, rodeos, on the plaza 
in Santa Fe or just about anywhere people gather. 

Liz has two children: Andrew, who works for IBM in North 
Carolina, and Erika, a tour director based in Alexandria, 
Va. Liz’s sister, Janie, lives in Santa Fe.


