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T he P resident ’ s C olumn
Why We Need You
By Marilyn Smith
My fellow homeowners, you and I
have a bit of a problem.
Once again, we find ourselves on
the lookout for one or two special
people to replace directors who
have served their full terms on the
board. Fortunately, we live in a
community full of caring people – which is why I know this
problem can be solved.
A little history will help clarify the situation. The developer
of the Meadows filed the original Protective Covenants for
our subdivision in 1993, when neighborhood associations
were relatively new in Albuquerque and there was no
provision for a homeowners association in our covenants.
After the developer was no longer involved, homeowners
were left to sort out the wall and landscape maintenance
and the architectural review provisions of the Protective
Covenants. When it became obvious these provisions
were unworkable, homeowners amended the original
covenants to establish our homeowners association.
Providing for a volunteer, unpaid board of directors
drawn from the community to manage the duties of the
association (thus minimizing the size of assessments
needed) was probably key to obtaining the homeowner
signatures needed to amend the original Covenants.

What concerns me is that we’ve had some difficulty
replacing people on the board, and this jeopardizes
our community’s continued success. If we don’t have
someone on the board to perform certain essential tasks,
then we must pay to have those tasks done. We have
already done that to format this newsletter, and another
such situation may arise in the next fiscal year.

What concerns me is that we’ve had
some difficulty replacing people on
the board, and this jeopardizes our
community’s continued success.
Paying for outside services is costly, and there’s a limit
to how far our $200 annual assessments can stretch.
Therefore, the more tasks we can handle on our own,
the less it will cost each of us to preserve the beauty,
safety, and property values of our shared community.
Board membership is rewarding and, while prior experience
in certain areas is helpful, most Board positions require no
special skills. So if you’ve got a bit of time to lend, please
consider serving a term on the board. And if one of us asks
you to consider running for a board seat, please know that
you have been chosen, and that we need you.

$200 per Month vs. $200 per Year
Had the Meadows been developed more recently, our
homeowners association might have been structured as a
small nucleus of officers relying on a professional company to
handle all management tasks – at a cost to homeowners of
perhaps $200 per month instead of our current $200 per year.
Instead, our process has been to elect a group of nine
directors who, in turn, elect officers, form committees, and
carry out the functions of the association. In most instances
this Harry Potter hat sorting worked, and on the whole we
have been relatively successful as an organization.
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Why You Need the TVNA Listserv
By Dick Ruddy

The Meadows on Rio Grande

If you live in the greater Thomas Village area, own a
computer and don’t know about the TVNA listserv, that’s
too bad. It’s the easiest thing in the world to subscribe
to, it costs you absolutely nothing, and it will open up the
neighborhood as nothing else will.

Fall 2010

The listserv is an electronic mailing list neighbors use to
communicate rapidly with one another in helpful ways. Need
the services of a reliable plumber, electrician, handyman or
roofer? Just ask for recommendations on the listserv. You’re
almost sure to get answers.
Neighbors also use the listserv to alert each other about
suspicious behavior (people or vehicles to watch out for),
lost pets (which are usually quickly returned), city meetings,
scheduled street repairs, Bosque volunteer opportunities,
garage sales, charity bake sales and more.
A recent problem with Comcast’s TV and computer service
illustrates the power of this neighborhood resource.
Neighbors calling Comcast to complain were each told that
their problems were isolated to their individual residences. But
when individuals shared their experiences on the listserv, it
became evident that this was a neighborhood issue Comcast
could not ignore. The problem was fixed in reasonable time.
Any discussion of the TVNA listserv would be incomplete
without a grateful acknowledgement of Bruce Mann, the
talented volunteer who has managed the service for more
than a decade. Bruce is proud that the listserv has never
had a spam intrusion, owing largely to its neighbors-only
membership policy.
To sign up, just contact Bruce at BAMannMD@aol.com.
Send him your name, address and phone number in a
message that originates from the e-mail address you want to
use for receiving listserv messages. He’ll do the rest.

Q uarterly Q uote
“One kind word can warm three winter months.”
~ Japanese proverb

CPA Society Honors Meadows
Resident Alvan Romero
We’re proud to announce that Alvan Romero, a
Meadows on Rio Grande homeowner and association
board member, has received not one but two highly
prestigious awards from the New Mexico Society of
Certified Public Accountants.
The CPA Society
recently bestowed
upon Alvan its
Outstanding Member
in Government Award
as well as its Lifetime
Achievement Award.
The awards recognize
the Española native for
his work as founding
director of the Tax
Fraud Investigations
Division of the state’s
Taxation and Revenue
Department, along with his overall contributions in the field
of forensic accounting and tax fraud investigations.
Alvan began the Tax Fraud Investigations Division
in 2003 after a career with the Criminal Investigation
Division of the IRS. Saying he was “deeply humbled,” he
accepted the awards “on behalf of my staff because they
do deserve all the recognition in our accomplishments.”
This is the second time in less than a year that our
neighbor’s accomplishments have been recognized.
Last December, former U.S. Attorney Greg Fouratt
honored Alvan for his role in investigations involving
the New Mexico State Treasurer’s Office, the Bernalillo
County Metropolitan Courthouse and an offshore tax
return preparer/income tax evasion scam.
Congratulations, Alvan – and thank you for your fine
service to our state.

Y our N ewsletter T eam
TVNA resident Bruce Mann has managed the listserv
for more than a decade.
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A t H ome I n T he M eadows
Protecting Our Natural Environment

The Meadows on Rio Grande

By Charles White, Landscaping Committee Chair
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When you considered living in the Meadows, I’m betting
that the beautiful landscaping and trees helped make
your decision easier. In autumn, the vibrant colors,
rustling branches, and crunch
of leaves underfoot lift our
spirits and make us glad to be
at home in this special place.
As part of the effort to preserve
our beautiful surroundings, we
are pleased to have extended
our landscape-maintenance
agreement with Heads Up Landscaping for the next
12 months, at no increase in cost. Heads Up has
always been responsive to our needs and requests.
Our working relationship with Account Executive Gary
Fears has been extremely positive.
In addition, the Meadows Board has approved a treetrimming project to address safety and security issues
relating to the large cottonwoods along Don Fernando
and Don Quixote. Limbs on those trees are very low and
reach across the streets in some places. Emergency
vehicles would have difficulty traversing without risk, so
the trees soon will be trimmed.
The Board is also considering a proposal to remove
three of the large cottonwoods that are damaging our
walls as well as resting on the homes and roofs of some
residences. One of these trees has been struck by
lightning more than once and is not entirely healthy. Before
this proposal is approved, we will talk with the residents
most affected by the removal to reach consensus and
explain our goal of planting new trees that would not pose
the same problems as the cottonwoods.
The trees in our neighborhood add greatly to the beauty
and ambience of the Meadows, in addition to benefiting
our property values. To ensure that they can continue
to thrive, your board is considering implementation of a

tree-care plan to address important maintenance needs,
from proper fertilizing to insect spraying. We hope to
address this issue in the near future. The replacement
costs for our lovely trees would be overwhelming, so we
need to protect the investment we now have.
Editor’s note: Since this article was written, tree
trimming and tree removal have been completed.

A rchitectural R eview C ommittee
Planning a Home Exterior
Change? Please Contact Us First
By Kent Morrison, ARC Committee Chair
Unless you’ve read the complete and current Meadows on
Rio Grande covenants lately, you may not know that these
documents govern the design
and appearance of walls and
fences, changes to the exterior of
your home (including color and
additions), accessory buildings,
and, of course, the keeping of
livestock. If you’re thinking about
making changes or additions to
your property along any of these lines, please remember to
submit your plans to the Architectural Review Committee
(ARC) for approval before you start.
The ARC’s job is to make sure that residential changes comply
with the covenants that all homeowners agree upon when they
buy their homes. To make the process as easy as possible,
we’ve provided the up-to-date covenants for your use at
meadowsonriogrande.org. We’ve also posted the Request
for Design Approval form, which you’ll need to complete and
submit to the committee along with any sketches, photos
and/or paint chips required to make your request clear.
In the past year, the ARC has received half a dozen or
so design approval requests, and all but one of these
were approved. We look forward to working with those
considering exterior renovations in the future. After all, we’re
in this together and share the same goal – the preservation
of our beautiful neighborhood.
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F inancial R eport
Funding Our Shared Expenses

The Meadows on Rio Grande

By Jim Nelson, Treasurer

Fall 2010

On behalf of your Board of Directors, thanks to those
property owners who have paid their annual assessment
of $200 for the Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners
Association. The funds you
provide allow your association
to continue maintaining and
improving our shared spaces.
Payment of Assessments
As of October 31, 102 families
– about 94% of all Meadows
homeowners – have paid all
or part of the assessment for May 2010-April 2011.
Second-notice invoices have been mailed to those who
have not yet paid.
Here’s where we stand as of October 31, 2010:
Year-to-date income: $20,400 (94% of budget)
Year-to-date expenses (May through October): $9,096 (42%
of budget)
(Note that the year-to-date expenses include payment in full
of our association’s annual insurance premium.)
Wall Maintenance and Landscape Improvements
Reserve Fund
Besides paying our monthly landscaping fees and utilities,
the association deposits a portion of your assessments
into a long-term fund to maintain the common-area stucco
walls and pay for periodic tree maintenance. Work has
been completed on repair and maintenance of the wall
parallel to Los Anayas and the east-side wall next to the
City of Albuquerque right of way. In addition, the Board of
Directors has approved an additional contract to trim trees
and replace a few of them. The expense of this additional
work will be paid from the reserve fund and is not included
in this year’s operating budget.
Property Liens Filed
In accordance with the policies of the association, claimant
liens have been filed and recorded against properties that
have a history of non-payment of assessments and/or fines.
For a property to be sold or refinanced, any liens recorded
against it must be removed. While collecting assessments
via the lien process includes some delay, the process does
ensure that all property owners contribute equally.

Out of the Blue’s Stephen Dillon offers toys of
enduring quality and educational value.

The City’s Best Toy Store is Just
Steps Away
By Dick Ruddy
Unless you’re in the market for toys, you may not know
that the city’s Best Toy Store sits right across the street
from the Meadows. Out of the Blue captured the coveted
“Best” award from Albuquerque The Magazine this
year—and for five years running. What with the holidays
coming up, we thought you should know this in case your
shopping list includes a child or two.
Founded in1990, Out of the Blue is a specialty toy store
featuring toys of enduring quality and educational value.
Stephen Dillon, owner and
president and a North Valley
resident, co-ops with other
specialty stores across the
country to offer unique toys
at competitive prices.
You can visit the store at
2502 Rio Grande NW and
you can pre-shop in two
ways: via four yearly catalogs,
mailed at your request, or at
outofthebluetoys.com.
Need a toy shipped or gift-wrapped? They can do
both. And if you’re having trouble choosing the right
toy, the store’s knowledgeable staff is available and
happy to help. Most important, Out of the Blue is a
store with toys unlike most you will see anywhere –
and it’s in walking distance.
Out of the Blue, 2502 Rio Grande Blvd NW (Rio
Grande and Matthew), 242-4455. Open MondaySaturday 10 am to 6 pm and Sundays Noon to 5 pm.

A publication of the Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association • www.meadowsonriogrande.org

Page 4

