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IN  MY  OP I N I O N

The Not-So-Mysterious Board of Directors
By Dick Ruddy

Is it a clique? A team of paid 
professionals? A mysterious 
group that likes imposing 
its ideas on others? No, the 
board of directors of your 
homeowners association 
isn’t any of these things.

To understand who we are, 
consider first that the all-
volunteer board – and the 
homeowners association it 

represents – were born out 
of necessity. 

Though formally established 
in 2002, our association 
began functioning informally 
in 2001. It had to. Without 
telling anyone, the developer 
of our subdivision had 
stopped paying the water bill 
for landscaping, leaving us in 
arrears with the City for more 
than $1,000. He had also 
discontinued all landscape 
maintenance. 

When the City cut off the water without notifying anyone 
– there was simply no one to tell – our community lost 

Your

AS S O C I A T I O N  NE W S

Meet Our Newest Board Members
Diana Garcia is a bilingual, twelfth-generation New 
Mexico native. She knows the North Valley intimately, 
having grown up in the Los Griegos neighborhood. 
Understanding our community has been a big help in 
Diana’s chosen profession of real estate, where for 24 
years she has been a multimillion-dollar producer. 

Beyond career concerns, Diana knows how to give back 
to the community. She sits on the board of directors of 
the Greater Albuquerque Board of Realtors as well as the 
group’s Professional Standards Committee and has done 
her share of fundraising – including a stint as a celebrity 
waitperson for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. She has 
also co-chaired the Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of 
Commerce’s Small Business Committee. 

Diana has one son and three grandkids. She loves reading, 
walking the neighborhood trails, cooking and, of course, 
spending time with family.

Sue Milovina grew up in the San Francisco Bay Area 
and graduated from San Jose State, where she earned 
a bachelor’s degree in industrial design with a focus on 
furniture. Before moving to New Mexico she lived in New 
Hampshire, where she taught art and assisted the head 

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 5

Stann Sandoval, 
President

Mexican Evening Primrose

To understand who we are, consider 
that the all-volunteer board – and 
the association it represents – were 
born out of necessity. 
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HO M E O W N E R S  AS S O C I A T I O N  BO A R D  ME M B E R S
Stann Sandoval, President 228-3611 stann.wendy@yahoo.com
Diana Garcia, Vice President 604-1674 dianagarciare@comcast.net
Alvan Romero, Secretary 350-1933 aromero8@comcast.net
Murl Moore, Treasurer 764-8489 murlmoore@comcast.net
Sue Milovina, ARC Chair 603-425-3901 suedraw@gmail.com
Dick Ruddy, Newsletter Chair 242-3093 rruddy@comcast.net
Gene Vance, Legal Counsel 244-9046 gene@vancefirm.com
Charles White, Landscape Chair 242-1558 cwhite.lwhite@gmail.com
John Woosley, TVNA Liaison 797-1226 woosley.john@gmail.com

OU R  SH A R E D  SP A C E S

Mending Walls (with apologies to Robert Frost)

By Charles White 
Landscape Committee Chair

“Something there is that doesn’t love a wall.”

That’s as true of the wall in Frost’s poem as it is of our own 
shared walls in The Meadows. Frost’s wall consists of field 
stones while ours are made of cinder block, stucco coating 
and cement. But like Frost and his neighbor, we – you 
and I – have the task of maintaining our walls in a sturdy, 
attractive condition. That perimeter wall is the first thing 
passersby notice, after all.

As reported in the last issue of this newsletter, The Meadows 
has about 5,200 linear feet of wall, with $2,300 budgeted for 
wall maintenance. Maintenance usually consists of stucco 
repairs where cracks have appeared. Sometimes the cinder 
blocks must be re-cemented, because, as Frost remarks, “the 
frozen-ground-swell under it / spills the upper boulders in the 
sun.” Weather, with cold causing sinking and heat causing 
cracking, takes its toll on our walls.

We contract for our wall repairs, and the work is generally 
done in the summer. If you are aware of community wall 
areas that need repair, please contact me at 242-1558 or 
cwhite.lwhite@gmail.com. I’ll probably come to inspect the 
problem and put together a plan to do all our repairs over 
a day or two. Once again, maintaining all aspects of our 
shared investment keeps The Meadows a beautiful place 
to live in and admire. 

AR C H I T E C T U R A L  RE V I E W

Greetings from Your ARC
By Sue Milovina 
Chair, Architectural Review Committee

As we enter another fiscal 
year, the newly reconstituted 
Architectural Review Committee 
looks forward to working with you 
as you plan modifications to the 
exterior of your home. 

The protective covenants 
for our subdivision specify 
that the Architectural Review 

Committee is responsible for interacting with homeowners 
who want to initiate new construction or modify existing 
structures associated with their property to ensure that 
the Protective Covenants are satisfied. The protective 
covenant restrictions placed upon property development 
in our subdivision exist for the benefit of every landowner, 
setting standards that help to create and maintain the 
unique qualities of our subdivision and protect the value of 
everyone’s property. 

Thinking about modifying your property? 

You’ll need to submit a Request for Design Approval 
(downloadable at meadowsonriogrande.org) to 
the Board of Directors and get ARC approval before 
beginning your renovations. This includes all changes 
to the exterior appearance of your home, including any 
color change.

If you have questions, you can contact any member of 
our committee:

Sue Milovina (Chair): 603-425-3901, suedraw@gmail.com
Diana Garcia: 604-1674, dianagarciare@comcast.net
Jim Nelson: 246-8515, nelson2308@comcast.net

We look forward to hearing from you!
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TR E A S U R E R ’ S  RE P O R T

Where We Stand
By Murl Moore

The Meadows on Rio Grande 
Homeowners Association has 
started the new Fiscal Year 
quite well, as we have received 
assessment checks from more 
than 70 homeowners through 
June, which is commendable and 
reassuring to your Board at this date. 

You may have noticed that our expenditures during 
the last fiscal year were almost double what had 
been received in assessments during that year. 
Careful stewardship of funds by the previous board 
and treasurer enabled us to be able to take care of 
those expenditures and still remain solvent. It was 
the unanimous agreement of the Board that our dues 
should be increased to meet our future needs, and that 
increase, along with the new fiscal year budget, were 
approved at the Annual Meeting. Your early response 
to our assessment notices is gratifying!

Total Assets as of 5/1/11: $7,951

Assessments Received Through 6/30/11  
(73 homeowners): $17,520

Expenses to Date (5/1/11 through 6/30/11): $2,334

Total Assets as of 6/30/11: $23,137

We live in a community that is approaching its 20th 
year, and we need to plan for the work that will be 
required as our facilities continue to age. Our budget 
planning will reflect those continuing, probably 
increasing, costs.

YO U R  NE W S L E T T E R  TE A M
Dick Ruddy, Editor and Photographer
Gayle Vance, Managing Editor
Richard Nenoff, Design/Layout

PR E S I D E N T ’ S  CO L U M N

The Annual Meeting, New Officers and More 
By Stann Sandoval

Once again this year, homeowners 
came together for the Meadows 
Homeowners Association’s Annual 
Meeting, held May 15 in Dulcinea 
Park. At the meeting, we: 

• Approved the minutes of last 
    year’s Annual Meeting. 

• Approved the budget for the 2011-12 fiscal year.

• Reported on the Association’s activities during 2010-11.

• Nominated homeowners to serve on the Board for 
2011-12.

Committee reports included a summary of the ongoing 
maintenance of our common-area landscaping by 
Charles White, Landscape Maintenance Committee chair. 
Learning about the many activities involved in keeping our 
common areas beautiful was a real eye-opener, as other 
homeowners in attendance would surely agree.

Reporting for Architectural Review Committee Chair 
Kent Morrison, who was unable to attend, outgoing 
President Marilyn Smith told homeowners that the ARC 
had reviewed and approved six Requests for Design 
Approval during the year. Homeowners did a great job 
of obtaining approval before making modifications to the 
exterior of their property – all in the spirit of keeping our 
neighborhood beautiful and our property values high. 

Next, we nominated, elected and welcomed three new 
board members – Diana Garcia, Sue Milovina and John 
Woosley – while welcoming back Dick Ruddy, the board’s 
first president and a longtime backbone of our organization. 
To all of these board members: THANK YOU for your 
willingness to serve. 

Sincere thanks also go to our returning board 
members  – Alvan Romero, Gene Vance, Murl 
Moore, and Charles White – and especially to our 
outgoing board members, Marilyn Smith, Jim Nelson 
and Kent Morrison. Your service, dedication, and 
leadership were of great value, and your contributions 
will be missed. Finally, thanks to Gayle Vance for her 
continued willingness to help with this newsletter. 

Following the Annual Meeting, the new board met on 
May 25 to elect new officers and committee chairs. 
They’re listed in the box on page 4. 

Your Board of Directors is here to serve you and the greater 
needs of our neighborhood. Please feel free to contact 
any of us with your questions, comments or concerns (see 
page 2 for contact info). You’ll also find information at our 
website, www.meadowsonriogrande.org. We wish you a 
safe and enjoyable summer season. 



Th
e 

Me
ad

ow
s 

on
 R

io
 G

ra
nd

e

A publication of the Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association • meadowsonriogrande.org Summer 2011 Page 4

Helpful Neighborhood Resources
meadowsonriogrande.org

The website of our homeowners association contains 
documents and information helpful for all Meadows 
homeowners.

TVNA Listserv

The listserv is an electronic mailing list neighbors use to 
communicate rapidly with one another in helpful ways. 
To sign up, send your name, address and phone number 
to BAMannMD@aol.com in a message that originates 
from the email address you want to use for receiving 
listserv messages. Bruce Mann, who runs the site 
impeccably, will do the rest.

QU A R T E R L Y  QU O T E

“Ah, summer, what power you have 
to make us suffer and like it.”

~ Russell Baker

of an arts-based elementary and middle school. She also 
designed sets and costumes for high school musicals and 
taught illustration and color theory through the University 
of New Hampshire extension program.

Sue is married to Jack Quinn and has two daughters, 
Emma and Molly. In New Mexico she is enjoying work as a 
freelance artist; she also enjoys gardening, riding her horse, 
and exploring the state with her husband.

John C. Woosley grew up in Pinckneyville, Ill., where 
he worked in his father’s lumberyard and gained an 
appreciation for small businesses and the problems they 
face. Later, in Orange County, Calif., he ran a family 
business called Brendan Screenprint and Embroidery, an 
apparel and promotional products supplier. Small business 
was firmly in his blood. 

With bachelor’s and master’s degrees in accounting from 
the University of Illinois, John managed factories in the 
United States and Mexico, living 10 years in Tijuana and 
one in Mexico City. He also served as sales manager for a 
major Mexico lighting manufacturer. 

These days, John is still putting his small-business 
acumen to good use. Since 2006, he has been district 
director of the Small Business Administration in 
Albuquerque, overseeing the agency’s services and 
programs in 33 New Mexico counties.

Continued from page 1
Meet Our Newest Board Members

Your 2011-12 Board of Directors
OFFICERS

Stann Sandoval President

Diana Garcia Vice President and Architectural 
Review Committee Member

Alvan Romero Secretary

Murl Moore Treasurer

OTHER BOARD MEMBERS

Charles White Chair, Landscape Maintenance 
Committee

Sue Milovina Chair, Architectural Review Committee 

Dick Ruddy Chair, Newsletter Committee

John Woosley TVNA Liaison

Gene Vance Legal Counsel

OTHER COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Jim Nelson Architectural Review Committee

Gayle Vance Newsletter Committee 

Richard Nenoff Newsletter Committee
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for three years, so that 
one-third of the board is 
replaced each year. 

It’s landscaping that 
led to the formation of 
our association, and 
landscaping that remains 

our primary 
focus. While 
one might 
be inclined 
to see our 
common-area 
trees, shrubs 
and stucco walls as a kind of curse (since 
they need ongoing care), they’re actually 
a big blessing so long as our association 
continues to function. After all, few 
neighborhoods in Albuquerque can boast 
of beautiful entrances like ours.

We’re able to maintain 
this lovely landscape at 
bargain prices because 
our volunteer board 
members manage the 
funds provided by your 
annual assessments, 
sparing all of us the 
considerable cost of 
professional management. 

If you haven’t yet served on 
the board, you’re missing 
an opportunity to meet 
some delightful, friendly 
neighbors who care about 

keeping our shared property in great condition. Because 
of them, as the years go 
by, our neighborhood will 
continue to be a highly 
desirable place to live, with 
property values remaining 
strong. Beyond this, our 
common-area landscape 
is something we can enjoy 
every day. The Meadows 
should always be a place 
we want to come home to – 
and it always will be, as long 
as there are willing residents 
to serve on the board.

a substantial number of 
shrubs and a few trees. 
Without maintenance, the 
weeds grew knee-high all 
along Don Fernando, Don 
Quixote, Rio 
Grande and 
Los Anayas. 
The trees and 
shrubs that 
did survive 
were in 
serious need 
of pruning 
and thinning, 

and the entrance to our neighborhood was 
starting to look shabby. 

Things got so bad that a volunteer 
group of Meadows and 
Thomas Village residents, 
equipped with rakes, 
pruning shears and saws, 
met to attack the problem 
on a Saturday morning in 
April 2001. But the group 
quickly realized that a 
formal organization would 
be needed, and this led to 
a year-long effort to obtain 
signatures from more than 
75 percent of Meadows 
residents to authorize a 
homeowners association.

In the years since then, 27 of your neighbors have 
served on the association’s nine-member board 

of directors. Today as 
always, all homeowners are 
welcome to attend a board 
meeting any time there’s an 
issue to discuss – or even if 
you’re just curious. 

Every year, homeowners 
elect three new board 
members at the 
association’s Annual 
Meeting, held in early May 
in Dulcinea Park. Each 
member agrees to serve 

Gene Vance, Legal 
Counsel

Sue Milovina, ARC Chair

Charles White, LMC Chair Murl Moore, Treasurer

Diana Garcia, Vice 
President

Alvan Romero, Secretary

John Woosley, TVNA 
Liaison

Continued from page 1
Not-So-Mysterious Board
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NE I G H B O R S

Food Tastes Better from the Farm
Old Town Farm Has Been Going Strong for 35 Years

For a reminder of why we choose to live in the Valley, head 
to Old Town Farm – just a stone’s throw from The Meadows 
– and feast your eyes on Linda Thorne’s creation.

For 35 years, Thorne has lovingly cultivated her piece of the 
Valley’s fertile soil, following in the footsteps of the Pueblo 
Indians who farmed the area for centuries before her. 
After planting a couple of acres last spring, Thorne offered 
“subscriptions” to her future harvest to families in a geographic 
area that included the Meadows – and was stunned by the 
response. “We actually had to turn people away, but we’ll fix 
that by cultivating much more acreage next year.”

This year she’s sharing her bounty with 27 fortunate 
families, each of whom signed up to receive a weekly 
produce box during growing season for $18 per week.

It’s too late for the rest of us to subscribe this year, but 
we’re all invited to the farm on Friday mornings through 
November, when overflow produce is available for sale. To 
get there, take Rio Grande south to Mountain Road, then 
go west (right) on Mountain and take the third right onto 
Montoya Street. The farm is on the left at 949 Montoya. 
Linda and her husband, Lanny, would love to see you.

Old Town Farm 
949 Montoya St. NW 
764-9116 
lindathorne949@gmail.com 
Open to the public Friday mornings through November

Linda Thorne owns and runs Old Town Farm.


