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Your
Homeowners News

PRESIDENT ’S  COLUMN

Happy Spring!
By Sue Milovina, President

As both our fiscal year and my term as 
President come to an end, this seems 
an ideal opportunity to touch on a few 
topics of interest to our community.

In the last year we introduced and 
implemented a tree and shrub donation 
program, following the installation of a 

new irrigation system. Nine neighbors in the Meadows 
and TVNA made donations that are slowly filling in gaps 
in our landscaping. This program is ongoing and there is 
still plenty of room for more trees. You may contact Mike 
Friggens (mikefriggens@gmail.com) or Charles White 
(cwhite.lwhite@gmail.com) for more information.

Serving this year as President has been easier than I 
thought it would be, although it has had its challenges. 
Working with the current board has been a pleasure. We 
are all volunteers, and we take seriously the job of keeping 
your neighborhood looking beautiful, managing funds to 
ensure the landscaping and irrigation-system upkeep, and 
addressing ideas and concerns from the community. Our 
Board meetings are relaxed, giving us all a chance to get 
to know one another while still conducting the business at 
hand. If you are interested or just curious, please consider 
attending a meeting to see what it’s all about. 

As our new year starts, I would like to say to everyone 
in The Meadows: Get to know your neighbors! All kinds 
of things come up, from over-sensitive alarms and 
security issues, to needing recommendations for a 
good contractor. A good neighbor is absolutely the best 
insurance for keeping your neighborhood safe, friendly, 
and beautiful.

A very happy spring to all! 

Come to the Meadows on Rio Grande

ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, April 26, 2015 at 2:00 pm at Dulcinea Park

• Update yourself on community finances and plans
• Elect Board members
• Enjoy homemade treats

Hope to see you there!

Can’t attend? Send us your 
proxy in advance to ensure 
that we have a quorum for 
conducting business.

Continued on page 2

TREASURER ’S  REPORT

Where We Stand
By John Woosley, Treasurer

This report reflects the finances of the 
Meadows Homeowners Association as 
of February 28, 2015. You will recall that 
our finances are dependent upon the 
assessments paid by homeowners. At this 
time, 106 homeowners have paid their 
full assessments. One has made partial 
payments, and two have not paid their dues 

for this year. We have sent follow-up invoices for unpaid dues 
by both the U.S. Postal Service and by email. 

Note that Assessments Earned reflects the portion of the 
overall $26,160 Homeowners’ Dues attributable to the nine 
months from May 2014 through January 2015.

Our outstanding debts include two payments of $8,560 to 
Heads Up in both April 2015 and April 2016, for the 
new irrigation system installed in 2013. It is critically 
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LANDSCAPE  REPORT

important for all of us to pay our dues in a timely way, so 
that we can meet our obligations without an increase in our 
annual assessments. If you are among the homeowners 
who have not paid this year’s assessment, please send it to 
the Association’s P.O. Box; if you need a new invoice, please 
let us know. (See John Woosley’s contact information in the 
Homeowners Association Board Members section of this 
newsletter.)

The Meadows’ financial position for three/fourths of our 
fiscal year, from May 1, 2014, through January 31, 2015, is 
expressed in the following documents.

Continued from page 1

Treasurer’s Report

By Mike Friggens, Landscape Committee

The past year has seen many improvements in our 
landscaping, with the most significant being that the new 
drip irrigation system has been in place for an entire season 
and is now ready for spring watering. More than a dozen 
new trees and shrubs were planted just ahead of winter, 
their roots warmed by lots of good organic mulch. Folks are 
still welcome to donate trees and shrubs at any time!

Heads Up continues to take care of maintenance, so by 
comparison to last year, this winter has been relatively 
quiet for your Landscape Committee. A wall repair at Don 
Fernando and Rozinante cost our HOA nothing but the 
time to contract and supervise the work. We still have a few 

dedication plaques to prepare and install at trees, but all in 
all, our landscape is in great shape—and that’s the way we 
want to keep it. We hope to have a long period free from 
unplanned or emergency expenses, such as damaged 
walls, broken limbs, or falling trees. The irrigation system 
remains under warranty, allowing us to save for larger 
investments in future maintenance, especially wall upkeep 
and trimming the big cottonwoods. We would like to pursue 
further upgrades to our landscape; and we now have an 
opportunity to carefully consider priorities moving forward.

As always, if you have any comment, issue with the 
common-area landscape, or you’d like to donate a tree, call 
Charles White (242-1558) or Mike Friggens (259-9077). 

Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association
Statement of Income and Expenses
May 1, 2014 through January 31, 2015

Income:
Assessments Earned $19620
Late Fees 547
Transfer Fees On Property Sales 1000
Other Income 87
Total Income 21254
Expenses:
Depreciation 2568
Landscape Service 9036
Newsletter printing 564
Postage 65
Repair and Maintenance, Landscaping 1958
Repair and Maintenance, Wall 450
Uncollected Dues 616
Water & Sewer 888
Welcome Basket 115
Total Expenses 16260
Excess of Income over Expense $4994

Meadows  on  Rio  Grande  Homeowners  Association
Balance  Sheet
As  of  January  31,  2015

Assets:
Cash in Bank $33606
HOA Dues Receivable (Prepaid) -2356
Reserve for unpaid dues -3899
Irrigation System 31673
Total Assets $59024
Liabilities:
Current Liabilities:
Heads Up Irrigation System - Current $8560
Total Current Liabilities 8560
Heads Up Irrigation System - Long Term 8560
Total Liabilities 17120
Fund Balance 41904
Total Liabilities and Fund Balance $59024

Meadows  on  Rio  Grande  Homeowners  Association
Balance  Sheet
As  of  January  31,  2015
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Come to the Meadows on Rio Grande

ANNUAL 
MEETING

Sunday, April 26, 2015 at 2 pm at Dulcinea Park

• Update yourself on community finances & plans
• Elect Board members
• Enjoy homemade treats

Hope to see you there!

Can’t attend? Send us 
your proxy in advance 
to ensure that we 
have a quorum for 
conducting business.
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BURGLAR  ALARMS

By Dick Ruddy

Given the recent rash of burglaries in our neighborhood, 
I decided to reassess the effectiveness of the burglar 
alarm in my home. What I’ve discovered is that new 
technological changes could improve my existing 
system, with wireless devices making up the bulk of 
the changes. The biggest improvement is the wireless 
manner in which alarms now communicate with central 
monitoring stations. That is, if your alarm is tripped, the 
system calls the closest cell-phone tower in much the 
same way cell-phone calls are made. This eliminates the 
wire-cutter approach that burglars could use to defeat 
your old hard-wired phone line connection.

Other wireless devices include motion detectors. 
These are especially handy if you are installing an 
alarm system for the first time or are improving the 
scope of motion detection in a home with an existing 
older system. Because these are wireless, extensive 
wiring to a central control box is not needed. 
Some of the companies selling alarm systems also 
recommend devices that detect the unique sound of 
breaking window glass. If a burglar breaks a window, 
the “glass-break detector” trips the alarm. The 
advantage to this feature is that the burglar is still 

outside your house when the alarm goes off. Another 
intrusion detector is a window “shake sensor” that 
detects an attempt to break through a window by 
prying it open or jarring it in some fashion. Again, the 
burglar is still outside when the alarm goes off.

There are numerous other features that older systems 
don’t have, including the ability to activate cameras and/
or exterior lights. Modern systems also can be operated 
by remote control, using a special “app” on your cell 
phone. Suppose you are away from home and are 
unsure if you set the alarm; you can set it with this handy 
feature and can even monitor what is going on in your 
home, using the screen on your cell phone to see what 
your interior cameras are showing.

To really understand what is available you need to 
contact several of the many companies that install alarm 
systems and compare what they have; you may not need 
or want all the features they offer. Of course, the more 
capability you desire, the more costly the installation. 
With this article I’ve included photos that show many of 
the alarm companies being used in our area. You will 
discover that charges for service will vary from as little as 
$20 to as much as $55 per month. Ask a lot of questions, 
compare installation costs, and learn whether you are 
required to sign a contract and for how long. 

No alarm system will make your home absolutely safe 
from burglary, but it will stop most intruders. Reports on 
the TVNA list-serve demonstrate that if a burglar does 
get into your home, he will not stay long once an alarm 
is tripped, knowing that his presence is detected. So 
be sure to keep out of sight your valuable things that 
are easily carried off. Burglars can also be dissuaded 
by obvious tactics creating the impression that you are 
home, and making it clear with signs provided by the 
various companies that your home is protected with a 
state-of-the-art alarm system. Sadly, alarm systems have 
become an important part of home ownership. 

ALARM COMPANIES 
currently used in the greater 

THOMAS VILLAGE NEIGHBORHOOD
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HOMEOWNERS  ASSOCIAT ION  BOARD

Sue Milovina, President 639-3625  suedraw@gmail.com 
Alvan Romero, Vice President  350-1933  aromero8@comcast.net 
Mike Friggens, Secretary & Landscape Committee 259-9077  mikefriggens@gmail.com
John Woosley, Treasurer   991-0463  morgtreas@gmail.com 
Charles White, Landscape Committee Chair  242-1558  cwhite.lwhite@gmail.com 
Mary Lou Dobbs  688-6703 mldobbs@comcast.net  
Kay Ready  242-5367 kkreadyk@netscape.net 
Stann Sandoval, Architectural Review Chair  228-3611  stann.wendy@yahoo.com
Dick Ruddy, Newsletter Committee Chair  242-3093  rruddy@comcast.net

ANIMAL WELFARE

A Surprising Look at Animal Welfare
By Dick Ruddy

I remember visits to the animal shelter when I was 
just a kid. We drove out to the end of Lomas Blvd. 
at Wyoming, then took a dirt trail across the mesa 
to the east and there it sat by itself, a fairly small 
cement-block building. I’m sure the animals, mostly 
dogs and cats, were cared for adequately; but I 
felt sorry for them in their minimalist concrete and 
caged environments. Well, the shelter is in the same 
place today, but a visit there is far different. Today 
it’s a modern facility where the humane treatment of 
animals is the highest priority. And we now have two 
shelter locations: On the Westside at Sunset Gardens 
Road SW, and on the Eastside, the main shelter, and 
probably the easier one to reach from the Meadows. 
The Shelter also has a third location for adoptions, 
Lucky Paws in the Coronado Mall near Kohls and the 
Boot Barn.

You will be interested to know that Meadows resident 
Barbara Bruin is the Director of the Animal Welfare 
Department for the City. Barbara is a native New 
Mexican, born in Roswell, and is a graduate of the 
University of New Mexico and the UNM School of Law. 
As an attorney she has more than twenty-five years 
of experience in management, law, and public policy; 
and she has held leadership positions in federal, 
state, and local governments.  Before taking the job 
of Director of Animal Welfare, Barbara was a Board 
Member of Animal Humane/New Mexico. And of course 
she has pets: As she puts it, “three handsome rescue 
cats, Frank, Tony, and Robert.” From her office in the 
Eastside shelter, Barbara reminds everyone that it is 
the law to spay and neuter pets. 

Last year the intake of animals by the City’s shelters 
was 18,000. Since Barbara took over the directorship 

five years ago, the shelters 
have vastly improved their 
rates of animal euthanasia. 
Overall euthanasia is 
down 77 per cent, with a 
decline of 92 per cent for 
cats. Barbara explains that 
the City’s policy is only 
to euthanize cats in the 
case of serious illness or kittens that are too young 
to survive. The Department also has established 
a foster-care program for high-risk animals; more 
than 1,800 animals went into foster care last year. 
Owners who have questions about dog and cat 
behavior can call a helpline for assistance or can 
work with a behavior modification program for dogs. 
Other programs include playgroups for shelter dogs 
to make them more sociable and healthy; and free 
dog training available to anyone adopting from the 
shelter. The Animal Welfare staff includes five full-time 
veterinarians who make use of two surgical suites as 
well as x-ray machines.

If you visit at one of the animal shelters, be 
forewarned that you may not be able to resist adding 
a new member to your family. But even without an 
adoption in mind, it’s my experience that a visit to one 
of Albuquerque’s animal shelters will be uplifting; and 
you’ll come away a happier person. 
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OUR 2016 BUDGET

By John Woosley, Treasurer

The covenants of the Meadows on Rio Grande 
Homeowners Association require that members 
(homeowners) be provided with a draft budget for 
the following fiscal year at least 30 days prior to the 
Annual Meeting, which is scheduled for Sunday, April 
26, 2015. The budget that follows has been reviewed 
and approved by the Meadows Board of Directors for 
submission to the membership at large.

The budget shows the Board’s best estimate of the 
income and expenses we expect to incur during the 
year that starts on May 1, 2015 and ends on April 30, 
2016. We will be presenting it for your approval at the 
Annual Meeting. Please take this opportunity to review 
the budget and bring any questions you may have about 
next year’s financial plan to the meeting. Also, please 
note that your Board recommends NO increase in 
assessments for 2016.

THANK YOU 
FOR DONATING!

The following people have donated trees since the 
launch of our tree drive two years ago. The Board 
of Directors of the Meadows greatly appreciates 

the thoughtfulness of these individuals.

1. Jane & Michael Flax, Vitex

2. Vangie & Jim Jet, Desert Willow 

3. Linda & Dan Lopez, Shumard Oak 

4. Julie Dax & Bruce Mann, Vitex

5. Kathy & Steven Rhodes, Vitex

6. Debbie Ridley & Richard Nenoff, 
Shumard Oak

7. Mary & Dick Ruddy, Texas Red Oak

8. Linda & Charles White, Texas Red Oak 

9. Tom Wilber, Shumard Oak

Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners 
Association
Budget for the Period 1 May 2015 – 30 April 
2016

Income
Annual Assessments $26160
Delinquent Payment Assessment 120
Transfer Fees 1000
TVNA Contribution 940
Total Income 28220

Expense
Heads Up Monthly Charge (12 payments) 12288
Landscaping Replacement 1000
Landscaping Repair 500
Insurance 1663
Miscellaneous Contingency 780
Newsletter and Web Site 1120
Postage and Office Supplies 180
State Filing Fee 10
Water and Sewer 1280
Welcome Baskets 200
Total Expense 19021

Excess of Income over Expense 9199

Capital Improvement Expense
2016 Payment on Heads Up Irrigation System 
Liability 8560
Budgeted Increase (Decrease) in Cash Balance $639

Meadows on Rio Grande Homeowners Association
Budget for the Period 1 May 2015 – 30 April 2016


