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TH E  LA N D  WE  SH A R E

A Report to Homeowners on the State 
of The Meadows’ Common Spaces

By Charles White 
Board Member, Landscaping

The landscape that beautifies the 
Meadows on Rio Grande was 
established in 1993, when our 
subdivision was formed. Eight 
years later, when the developer 
of our subdivision ended his 

involvement with the property, the task of watching over 
our shared investment fell to the Meadows on Rio Grande 
Homeowners Association – you and me. 

We offer this report as your association prepares to embark 
on a two-to-five year plan to continue maintenance of our 
investment. Please read the report and add your voice to 
the discussion at our Annual Homeowners Meeting in May.

Trees
Along our major thoroughfares (Don Fernando and Don 
Quixote) as well as our cross streets, we have identified a 
number of trees – mostly cottonwoods and Russian olives – 
that will need to be replaced in the future. The cottonwoods 
have invasive root systems that cause cracks in our walls, 
sidewalks, recreational pathways, and in some areas, 
residents’ garden dividers. As you might already know, we 
removed three cottonwoods for these reasons this fall. The 
Russian olive is a thorny and messy tree that grows in wild 
directions with very little aesthetic value. 

Our plan is to begin the tree replacement process now by 
planting new trees and shrubs. In two to four years those 
plantings will be more mature and substantial, and we 
will be able to begin removing some of the trees causing 
damage to our neighborhood.

Come to the Meadows on Rio Grande

Annual Meeting
Sunday, May 15, 2011

2:00 p.m.
Dulcinea Park

•	 Greet Your Neighbors

•	 Lend Your Voice

•	 Elect New Board Members

•	 Enjoy Homemade Treats 

Hope to See 
You There!

This cottonwood had to be removed to prevent it from 
falling on the home to the right. There was no way to 
save the tree, but the risk of the tree falling in the near 
future was significant. Continued on next page

Your association is developing a long-
range plan to maintain our maturing 
landscape. We’d like your input.

Your
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Tree tribute program
Starting with the 2011-12 fiscal year, homeowners can 
purchase a new tree or bush as a memorial or tribute to a 
loved one they wish to honor. The price of a tree ($400) or 
shrub ($65) covers the cost of planting and the extension 
of our water system to the new plant. Please contact any 
Board member for details.

Irrigation
A good watering system is essential for maintaining 
our trees and shrubs in this desert climate. As we 
examine our aging system, we know that we must plan 

for some replacement. 
We currently have four 
zones that distribute 
irrigation water. We are 
considering the possibility 
of replacing each zone, 
one zone at a time. The 
current estimated cost is 
$10,000 for all 
four zones. 

Walls
Our perimeter walls are 
an ongoing maintenance 
issue. This year we spent 
$9,730 to patch, plaster, 
and paint some of the 
walls. We know that wall 
upkeep will be included in 
our future expenses.

Ongoing tree care
To ensure that our common-area trees can continue to 
thrive, the Board hopes to implement a comprehensive 
tree-care plan to address ongoing needs such as periodic 
feeding, spraying, and general care for all trees except the 
large cottonwoods.

We considered this program for the 2010-11 fiscal year but 
lacked the funds to implement it. The cost of replacing our 
lovely trees would be overwhelming (see “Landscaping 
Facts” below), so we’re keeping this program on the 
agenda for a time when funding becomes available. 

The small 
tree in the 
foreground of 
this photo was 
intentionally 
planted next to 
a large tree that 
is expected to 
die (or will need 
to be replaced) 
within the next 
three years. 

Landscaping Facts

•	 Total landscaped area: 3.75 acres

•	 Total length of our perimeter wall: 
5,200 linear feet

•	 Total approximate length of our 
irrigation system lines: 6,500 feet

•	 Trees and bushes lost prior to formation 
of the Meadows Homeowners 
Association: 125

•	 Total approximate value of our trees 
(bushes not included): $200,000

The irrigation system that keeps our 
trees and bushes healthy is almost 
20 years old.

We spent $9,730 this year to patch, 
plaster, and paint some of our 
perimeter walls.

The walls that define the perimeter of our subdivision 
periodically crack and need to be repaired.

An employee of Heads Up, 
our contracted landscaping 
company, adjusts the valves 
for one of the Meadows’ 
four irrigation zones.

The Land We Share
continued from previous page
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We hope that this report has given you additional 
understanding of the landscape issues we’ll need 
to address in the near future. To lend your voice 
to the discussion, please come to our next Annual 
Homeowner’s Meeting at 2 pm Sunday, May 15, in 
Dulcinea Park.

Recreational path
Your Board is exploring ways to address deterioration 
of the recreational path that runs along Don Fernando. 
Cottonwood roots have created cracks in this asphalt 
pathway, resulting in rough areas in the normally 
smooth surface. We are considering more appropriate 
alternatives to asphalt such as “crusher fines,” a finely 

crushed stone 
mix. Before 
any surface 
repair or 
replacement 
can occur, 
however, the 
cottonwood 
roots will need 
to be removed. 

What We Share

•	 Trees

•	 Bushes

•	 A watering system

•	 Stuccoed perimeter walls

•	 A recreational path

Cottonwood roots have badly damaged our 
recreational trail. The Board is considering 
replacing the trail pavement with crusher fines, 
which will be easier to maintain.

Right: The Meadows’ 
southern wall had to be 
extensively repaired over 
the past fiscal year. This 
photo shows the wall 
from Los Anayas Road, 
which is directly adjacent 
to our subdivision.

HO M E O W N E R S  AS S O C I A T I O N  BO A R D  ME M B E R S
Marilyn Smith, President 244-8346 msmith8659@comcast.net
Stann Sandoval, Vice President 228-3611 stann.wendy@yahoo.com
Jim Nelson, Treasurer 246-8515 nelson2308@comcast.net
Alvan Romero, Secretary 242-6663 aromero8@comcast.net
Murl Moore 764-8489 murlmoore@comcast.net
Kent Morrison, ARC Chair 242-6541 lkm@unm.edu
Gene Vance 244-9046 gene@vancefirm.com
Charles White, Landscaping Chair 242-1558 cwhite.lwhite@gmail.com

Left: A great many trees have 
been lost since The Meadows 
was established. This photo 
shows a section of Don 
Fernando where a tree was 
removed and not replaced.
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TR E A S U R E R ’ S  RE P O R T

Where We Stand
By Jim Nelson, Treasurer

The Meadows on Rio Grande 
Homeowners Association has 
one more month to go until we 
complete our 2010/11 operating 
year (May 1 to April 30). 

Our income and expenses 
projected to April 30 are as 
follows: 

Total Assets as of 5/1/10: $23,198

Total FY 2010-11 Income: $22,135

FY 2010-11 Operating Expenses to date: $17,740

FY 2010-11 Wall Repair and Additional Landscaping 
(tree removal, replacement, trimming): $19,643

Total Assets projected to April 30: $7,950

As mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, your 
homeowners association approved and executed major 
common-area maintenance projects during the current 
membership year. Additional work will be needed as 
our walls and landscapes continue to age, and our 
upcoming budget will reflect these costs. The board will 
present the new budget for your approval at our Annual 
Meeting, set for 2:00 pm on May 15 in Dulcinea Park. 
Please mark your calendar to join us.

TH E  PR E S I D E N T ’ S  CO L U M N

When Landscapes Age
By Marilyn Smith

This issue of Your Homeowners 
News features an extended 
report from the Landscaping 
Committee of the Meadows 
on Rio Grande Homeowners 
Association. That we have 
attractive roadways and pleasant 
walkways is a result of the 

diligence of all those who have served on this committee 
– most recently Jim Nelson and Gene Finch, and 
currently Charles White.

In an important way, the committee’s membership also 
includes you, the homeowners of the Meadows on Rio 
Grande. Without your assessment fees (and contributions 
from the Thomas Village Neighborhood Association), there 
would be no financial support for our communal areas – 
and our neighborhood would be much less appealing.

Unfortunately, as these areas age and the landscaping 
matures, upkeep is becoming substantial. This fall we 
repaired and resurfaced some 1,400 linear feet of wall 
on the southern section of the Meadows. The cost was 
a sobering $9,730. Also this fall, heavy maintenance 
was necessary to trim back overhanging tree limbs 
and remove trees. The bill for this work came to 
approximately $9,700.

These expenses were extraordinary, and they brought 
into focus the need to identify other major costs we would 
have to incur over the coming years. We realized the time 
had come to look beyond next year’s budget and consider 
projects such as those mentioned in the Landscaping 
Committee report.

This longer view led us to see that the current assessment 
of $200 would no longer be sufficient to meet our obligation 
of maintaining the quality of the Meadows. Based on 
ongoing discussions and consideration of the needs we 
have identified, the Board reluctantly concluded an increase 
to $240 will be needed to preserve the ambience we have 
come to expect and enjoy as Meadows residents.

For a better understanding of our community’s 
future needs, please read the report that starts on 
page 1 of this newsletter. You can add your voice 
to the discussion by joining us on Sunday, May 
15, at the Annual Meeting, to be held at 2:00 pm in 
Dulcinea Park. I hope to see you there.

YO U R  NE W S L E T T E R  TE A M
Dick Ruddy, Editor and Photographer
Gayle Vance, Managing Editor
Richard Nenoff, Design/Layout

QU A R T E R L Y  QU O T E

“An optimist is the human personification of spring.”

~ Susan J. Bissonette
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AR C H I T E C T U R A L  RE V I E W

Home Improvement Season Is Here
By Kent Morrison 
Chair, Architectural Review Committee

With the cold weather behind 
us, it’s time to plan that summer 
garden or do those repairs and 
renovations you’ve been thinking 
about. The members of the 
Architectural Review Committee 
are ready to assist you in getting 
the approvals you need before 

you start any new construction or modifications to the 
exterior of your home. 

Since these types of projects are governed by a set of 
protective covenants, you’ll need to submit a Request for 
Design Approval to the Board of Directors and get ARC 
approval before beginning your renovations. This includes 
changes to the exterior appearance of the home, including 
any color change. Request for Design Approval forms can 
be obtained at our website:  
meadowsonriogrande.org

Thanks to all who have submitted plans to the ARC 
for approval. We look forward to working with those 
considering future exterior renovations as well. We are all 
in this together and have the same goal, the preservation of 
our beautiful neighborhood.

ME E T  YO U R  NE I G H B O R

“Ace” Hawkins Battles Lizard-Skin
By Dick Ruddy

If you call her “Alice,” she might not turn around. The 
Meadows resident better known as “Ace” Hawkins to family 
and friends had her home featured on HGTV a couple of 
years back – but that’s hardly her claim to fame.

As a native of Arizona, Ace knew that the climate of the 
arid West is not always kind to the skin. Feeling dissatisfied 
with commercially available skin-care products, she set 
out to find – or create – something better. Ace partnered 
with a world authority on skin care to create Nouveau 
Cosmeceuticals, a line of beauty solutions based on science 
and emerging technology (more info at mynouveau.com).

Ace’s products have been used by thousands of women and 
men, and not just in the United States. She spent the summer 
of 2006 working in Moscow, Egypt and France to expand the 
Nouveau line in overseas markets. With the expansion of the 
company, all of Nouveau’s operations have been moved to 
Dallas, but Ace remains here in the Meadows.

As she prepares for her company’s launch of a full-color 
line of cosmetics, Ace stays busy with other projects as 
well. She’s been collaborating with a local tile and mosaic 
designer to create artwork out of Nouveau’s recycled bottles 
to support educational efforts for at-risk children. In her 
spare time she enjoys playing tennis, riding the bike trails 
and kicking back with family and friends.

Alice “Ace” Hawkins is founder and CEO of Nouveau Cosmeceuticals, a 
line of beauty products that use science and emerging technology to help 
protect against skin damage.
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A LETTER TO THE RESIDENTS OF THE MEADOWS ON RIO GRANDE

Dear Fellow Residents,

The Annual Meeting of your Homeowners Association will be held May 15 at 2:00 pm in Dulcinea Park. While 
there is increased interest in the budget this year, we should not lose sight of another important function of the 
Annual Meeting. From among our homeowners we must nominate and choose new directors to replace those 
who have completed their three-year terms and have opted not to serve another term. 

While the activities of the officers of the Board are responsible ones, the requirements to be a director and 
serve on our Board are really pretty basic. We need individuals who are comfortable making a commitment 
and who can regularly attend our bi-monthly meetings, which are held on the fourth Wednesday of the meeting 
month. These meetings begin at 6:30 pm so employed members of the Board can attend. We rotate meetings 
among members’ homes, and meetings typically last two hours – at which point we stop being directors and 
adjourn to coffee and nibbles as friends and neighbors.

This year three people will be leaving the Board. We are losing Jim Nelson, who has been our Treasurer for 
more than three years. Kent Morrison will be leaving as well; he served first as a member of the Architectural 
Review Committee and then as the committee’s chair. I, too, am leaving the Board. I was elected Secretary 
in my first year and have been the President for two years.

Currently we do have people on the Board who will be able to take on the officer positions left vacant, but we 
need replacements to continue the work of the Board. Our bi-laws allow for nine members. If we do not fill our 
open positions, six people will be doing the work of the entire Board. This would significantly limit the Board’s 
ability to provide homeowners with the governance and oversight they have come to expect from their Directors. 

This year, the emphasis has been on recruiting 
women to become Directors. With my departure our 
Homeowners Association could have an all-male 
Board of Directors, a considerable gender imbalance. 
So, we are especially encouraging women to help us.

To become a Director, interested and motivated 
personages, male or female, can call or send email to 
Marilyn Smith at 244-8346 or msmith8659@comcast.
net. You can also volunteer at the Annual Meeting.

Warm regards,

Marilyn Smith, President


